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INTRODUCTION. 



The only apology which I offei' for thia authentic 
Mount of an event which (h&viiig occurred more than 
rty years ago), can scarcely be supposed to poaeesB mach 
kterest for the reader of to-day, is, tbat having been a par- 
loipant in tiie battle myself, I feel a sort of pride iu hav- 
a accurate and complete account of it banded dowu to 
Htei'ity. 
In my humble judgment no such account has ever yet 
^peared ; and although 1 am but indiSereutly equipped 
' the task — hai-i[ig dabbled but slightly in liiemtnre, 
RlriTig my buay life of three scoi'e and ten yeara, — yet I 
lat that my earnest desire to relate tlie facta just aa they 
Msnrred — and which I propose to do, without fear or 
favor — will at.oiie for auy shurtcomiiiga from a purely lite- 
rary point of view. Although I hitve said that uo uccarate 
and complete narrative of thia occurrence bus ever been 
publislied, tbo reitder must not tlierefore aasumo that there 
exist uo publisbcd accounts of it whatever. On the con- 
trary, it bus been described more or leaa at length, by so 
miiny different writers, both in transitory and permanent 
form, thiit my ehiof cmbaiTaasmtnt arises rather from a 
superabundance than from a paucity of materials. 

In the library of the N. Y, Historical Society are to be 
EoDind uo less than ninety-seven books and pamphlota ^iv- 
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F^.- .r.^.^ir.v;, vo r.4T<> amonz them, " Tr.e Xttt 

'' 'I 'J fioo'f. '>f ;.'; J o I Cia'J-i ;" •'•T.;«=: Dir.apfK-arance cf 
U»'; li;^^,■■.r» r!;j.:/ from .Vor^^ Arfi^:r>:A ;" a:;^] one. more pre- 
K'lfi- '/■-■. ^^;l^. ''\.*% r';-.t, i*. 'rn*!?:*;''] "An in^uirv in:o the 
t\,\^\<'.*'< 7/!. I';.'! \*.'\ \.h \.\\(',:\.c/\\\\A\\,\h\\ of Canada bj theUcited 
flbfc*'-: 'if A rfi'-ri':a." 

In /i'Mif»'/fi t,/* r.li^ri'/j nurnfjror IS books and pamphlets, the 
fi<',"/j-,|,;iji/[:' /,f i,||/- ji<:r»o'I r-onraino^l p;ijje after page of the 
fnoKt. vivmJ nii/| 4*,<Tri".iif.iori;il accounts, in which truth and 
faU<'l/oo«l. and f/nfw afi'j jil>:sm'dity, arc fo evidently mingled^ 
tlnit, no r,ori:cir-ril,iotiH hi toriun would bo willing to ntilize 
t.lH<fri HM K-liiiliUi iiuf liorit.ifjH. Novcrt.Iicless, a perusal of 
IJifUfi ivi'ii ill. ilii". IjiI.*! rlsiy, nuiy ho found interesting to • 
iiiurry of iny KMidnr/t, and iih t.licy arc kept on file in mosti 
or tliM h'iMliiifr (tjty hhniri(;H, thoy are within easy reach off 
fill. ) 

Till* rcMidcr of (o-day will ho vastly amused in looking 
nvpr Mif'HfMild jnnriiiilH, at. the ovidcncos to be found on \ 
i«viM-v pii.'H<, iind in iil most, every column, of intense and bit- i| 
(rr liviilrv luul jnilotry hctwiM'U their several editors and i^ 
]ii'(ipri(ttorM. ImiUmmI tin* journalistic world at that period 
HiMMiiM to hi)\t' horn NnlViM'in<; fioui an absolute epidemic of 
Mon:JHlu>nMli iui, whirli o\lf»ndrd n(»t only to the reading 
lUiittt r. hut to tlu' ** innlvo up ** as well ; and in addition to 
(Ito prunrnt diMaiU \>r soimmI soMudals, divorce proceedings, 
mtwl /<ffiTfI)U> iM'imo9» tho reader's attention was sought to be 
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etai by glaring and aaggeative head lines, Biicli as would 
be tolerated in no reapectiible nietnipolilan jonrna! of the 
preaont dayi As an evidence of how our tastes are infln- 
enced by onrBurrontidinga, I nmj liere state, that while I 
(un oosf shocked at the total lock of good taste and the 
Biiperabimdiince of BDnaaCioDul vulgarity disphiyed by most 
, of the newspapers of that day, yet I cannot romenibor that 
^T regarded Lbem with any such fcelingB at thut time, 
altbopgh I was a man, and certainly .is competent a judge 
of propriety then, as Iain now, Sut this is to be a bislory, 
sot & moral treiitisc, 

"With such a mass of material at my command, it mil 
be apparent that it has been no slight task to sift out tho 
grain from the cha3, and ti> condeuao the vast ncciimula- 
tioQ of authorities into a comparatively brief volume lik» 
this. 

1 am fully awaro that there are many defects in it, both 
of omisaiou and commissioii ; but of one thing the reader 
may rest assured. 

I have at least been conacientiona in my cCTorts to get at 
tho exact truth, and to correct numeroua en-ora which pre- 
Tione historians have made, either through curelossuess, 
prejudice, or willlulnesa. 

With thia brief introductioE, and with extreme diffi- 
dence, IsnbmiCmy work to the consideration of tho candid, 
■ nnprejndiced, and I trnat, kindly disposed reader. 



New Toax, Oclober, I03O. 
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Bbforb Botpriiig upon a detailed iiocoont of what naval 

GSperte of all ntttioimMti^a htive conceded to be the moat 

interesting niifl importiMit navnl evont of that remarkable 

century (the nineteenth}, whose Inter years many of my 

vflSer readers can doubtleas r<imcmber, I will endeavor to 

at in as brief iiud condae ii manner ;is posBible, a 

lary of the eveiits which preceded it, and the chiibob 

1 led up to it ; m without Burh un explanation the 

y of the battle itself would poesesB little or no historical 

e firat thing which it ia necescary for me to explain, 
; e my reason for choosing the title " Tke Bailie of the 
^ Sioasli." 

I am not aware that this title haa ever been need before, 
bat if the reader will conealt a chart of the Harbor of Kew 
York, he will at once see the propriety of it. 

It will be seen that what (a known among pilots as the 
!• ffll 
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" Swash," is a straight channel, forming a sort of a hy[H 
ennse to the twn skias ut the main t^hi}) chatincl, ' 
bomis almost at a right angle at the- Suuihwcst Bj)ii. 

Assumitig, thercfon-, tliat the- Niirrowa is effectuiifl 
blockaiieij with tDi'peJ<ic3 or other oljstruciiLmg, nail tl4 
an aitiiclcing flei't ilesired to bombard New Yurlt at loi 
range, and at the same time be io a poaitJou to wiihdras! 
easily and quickly >u ca^e "f re|iii1se or accident, the CJwa"-^ 
Channel is iho pitint which would naiurally bo chosei^ 
The Critiab Admiral was undoubtedly familiar with t 
npper and lower Bajaof New York, auO iheri'fore it isD9f 
at ull Btrauge that he seluctod thia spot aa a base ot 1 
operaliouB against tho eily. 

Here he anchored liia fleet ; and here the battle — stl(^ 
OS it was — was fought. I thei'efore claim that the tilJ| 
which I havu ehosisn, is a most appruprlalo one ; and if tlJ 
little work is to possess any valwc as a historical authorifl 
the remarkabk' couleat herein rcci>rdod, will be known f 
future geutrations as " The Battle of the Swuah." 

Having ihus '* made my title clear," I will endeavor t< 
BumraarizG briefly the erects, whioh either direetly i 
remotely, contributed to tlie final eataetrophp, and indues 
Canada to declare war Jigainst the United Stutca. 

And here at the very ontaet of my task, I am confronted 
with greater difficulties than at any other portion of it. 

Our ancestors of the Nineteenth Ceutiiry were so o 
atantly occupied in making hinlorij. that they seemed ( 
have little or no time lo recoid it ; and therefore tbcrc w" 
probably never be any iidequute hislorical record uf tQ 
settlement, improvement and development of the vast c 
tinent of North America. I regard this as in a mcasurel 
oahimity to the whole human nice ; for 1 think that iiistoj 
nuy be saurched in rain ior any snch grand and mai-velod 
example of progress and development, as that exhibited 1 
oar aocestois of the last century. 
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f Id ooBseqaence of thia deartli of detailed information, 

lave been obliged to rely apon such dnta as could be 
dleoted from tbo files of nowspiipers, magazines and fiimi- 
r pnb! icjitions, for the following meagre sketch of the 
idoBti'ial and political condition of the United States pre- 
s to the yeiir 1890. 

What hits been called the "War of the Eebellion" 
occarred in the years 1S61-5 inclusive ; and was an attempt 
by the southern akve holding States, to soccde from the 
XTnioD) and establish a separate confederacy, based upon 
Free Trade and Human Slavery. Although the rights of 
the slaveholdei'B were fully acknowledged by the law of the 
laud, yet the growth of the seiitimeiit in favor of abolition 
of slavery was eo rapid throughout the Northern States, that 
the Sontherncra became alarmed lest their property rights 
should he ignored and denied ; and after several years of 
dofiant wrangling and threatening, at leiiglh forniully 
acceded from the Union, and by the attack on Fort 
Sumpter — a fort in Chai-Jestun Harbor — ioangnrated the 
long and blooOy conflict which finally resulted in the total 
abolition uf slavery, and the restoration of the authority of 
the United States Government, in all portions of United 
States territory. 

Previous to this war, the United States occupied a front 
rank among the mai'itime powers of the world. 

Tiie "American Clipper Sliips" (veasels propelled 
entirely by sail power ; which for purposes of ocean naviga- 
tion'ia now pi'aetically obsolete) were considered the perfec- 
tion of nnariue architecture, and bore the stars and atripca 
proudly and triumphantly upon every sea. 

Over SOOO establishments were engaged in the ship- 
building industry, giving employment to over 30,000 
■killed laborers, whose wages amounted to more than 
♦12,000,000 annually ; and who built from 130,000,000 to 
♦10,000,000 worth of vessels each year. 
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During the ten years immediBtely preceding the " War 

of the BobcIHoQ," 67 per cent, of the vcaeela entering the 
porlB of the United Stutes, carried the Americau flag ; as 
against 3<3 per cent, carrying foreign flags. 

In 1887 only about 15 per cent, were American, as 
against 85 per cent, foreign. 

Sudoral causes had conspired to bring abont this Taet 
disastrous decline in American ownership. 
The first, and most effective of these, unqueationably 
■ew out of the almost unconcealed and anxious efforts of 
England, to prevent tlie Northern States from bringing the 
witr to ;l snccessfiil issue, and thns asEoriiig the restoiittion 
of the Union. 

The ciiase of this a?uiitue on the part of England, was, 
as is always tlie case, where any of her interests are in volyed, 
apuroly and intensely selGsfi one. 

i The Northern, and esptcially the Now England States, 
prere mercantile and manufacturing States, and had become 
■formidable rivals to England in the iwo great interests in 
which the latter power had hitlierto deemed herself unap- 
proachable. The American sbipowner outsailed and under- 
bid his English competitor in idl parts of the world ; and 
the American manufacturer, by improved methods and in- 
genious mechanical appliances, had begun to aiiccessrully 
compete with bis English rival, not only in American 
jnarkcte, bat in foreign ones as well ; and Englishmen 
mewed with unconcealed dismay, the imminent prospect of 
llaving their immense currying trade as well as their enor- 
mous manufacturing interests, ruined by the competition of 
their enterprising and ingenious American rivals. 

Indeed, so marked had this development been, that an 
eminent French writer. Da Tocqaeville, in a book called 
*' Democracy in America," written nearly twenty years ■ 
previous to the outbreak of the " War of the Rebellion," in 
a chapter entitled " Some considerutions on the causes ot 
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'ftft Oommei'cial prosperity of the United States/' wrote aa 
follows : 

*' Tliu i]iliabitants of tlio Tliiited States constitute a great 
civiliiieil people, whifh fortune lias placed in the midst of 
an unoultivuted euntitrj, at a diBtaiice of three Uioiiaaud 
miles from tlie central point of civilizatioD. America con- 
sequently stands in daily need of Europe. The Aoierloaua 
will, 110 doubt, ultimately Bucceed in producing or monu- 
factiiring at home, most of the articles which tliey require ; 
but the two contincnta can uever be indopendent of each 
other, 80 numerous are the natural ties between their wants, 
their ideas, their hiibits, and tlieir manners. The Union 
has peculiar commodities which hiivo now become neceissary 
to QS, as they cannot be cultivated, or eau be ruised only at 
an eiioi'raoiis expense, upon tho eoil of Europe. The Ameri- 
cana consume only a small portion of this produce, and they 
are wilting to sell ub the rest. Europe is therefore tlio market 
of America, as America is the market of Europe ; and maii- 
time commerce ie no lesa necessary to emible the inhabitants 
of the United Stiites to traiispon thi.-ir raw miiterials to the 
porta of Europe, tliun it is to enable us to supply them with 
our manufactured produce. 

" The United States must therefore either fiirniah much 
business to other maritime nations, even if they should 
themaelves renounce commerce, as the Spaniards of Mexico 
have hitherto done, or they must become one of the Grst 
maritime powers of the globe. 

" The Anglo-AmericauH have always displayed a decided 
taste foe the sea. The Declaration of ludepeudence by 
breaking the commercial bonds which nnited them to Eng- 
land, gave a fresh and powerful stimulus to tholr mai'itime 
genius. Ever since that time, the shipping of the Union 
has increased almost as rapidly as the number of its inhabi- 
tants. Tlie Americans themseWes now transport to ihcir 
cwn shores nine-tenlha of the European produce which they 
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^^^Hte New World to the European ccrnsumer. The ships 

^^^Hpe UaitiM] Stutes QII tbe docks of llairre and of Liver- 

^Uto1> whilst tlie Tiiimber of Eugliali and Freocli voasela at 

-N'ew York iacomiiarativelysmiill. Thus, not only does the 

Amei-icau meroliant Ijrave com[ictil.Ion on hie own grouud, 

but even euucesafully supports that of foTeign uations in 

tbcir owu porta. This h readily explained by the fact, that 

tbe vcescls of tho United States cross tho seas at a cheaper 

rate. . . . 

* * It is (I ifficult to say for what reason the Americans can 
navigate at a lower rate than other nations ; one is at first 
lod to attribute this superiority to the physical advantiiges 
wliich nature gives them ; hut it is not eo. 

The Amcriciiu vessels cost almost as much to build as 
onv own ; thoy are nut better built, and they genei-nlly last 
* shorter time. The pay of the American enilor is more 
*H»n.Bi del' able than the pay on hoard European sliips, which 
18 proved by the great number of Eun-peans who iire to bo 
foond ill t]ib merdiant vessels of tlic United States, How 
liiippcna it then, that tbe Americans sail their vessels iit a 
cbeaper rate than wc can onra ? I am of opinion that the 
truo cause of their superiority must not be songhtforiu 
Pliyaioal ailvantaKea, hut that it is wholly attributable to 
moral and intellectual qnnlltieB. ■ , . 

" The European sailor navigates with prudence ; he sets 
Bail only when the W9:tther is favorable; i£ an unforeseen 
***cideat bcfals liim, he jiuts inlo port ; at night, befnrlsA 
portion of his cimvuts ; and when the whitening billows 
iDtimuto the vicinity of laud, he ohccka his conree, and 
takes an observation of the Sun. 

"The American neglects thess precautions and braves 

these_danger,8. lie weighs aticlmr before the teinpeat is 

' tWer; by night aud by day ha spreads Ms eheeta to the 

he repairs as he goes aloug, each damage as hia 
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tesael may have sustained from tho storm ; and when he 
taal nppi-oao!ii?s the term of his voyage, he <]arts onward 
tho shoru as if he idreudy descried a port. 

" The AmericiiDs are often flliipwrecked, but no trad 
crosses the s^as so rB|>idly. And, as they perform the Bai 
diataace in shorter time, they cau perform it at a chea] 
rate 

" I cannot better explain my meaning, than by sayii 
thnt the Americnns show a sort of heroism iti their maiic 
of ti-ading. Tlie European merchant will always Bud 
diOicalt to imitiite his American competitor who, in ndop 
ing the system which I have just described, does not folio 
calculation, but an impulse of his nature 

" Beusoo and experien ce prove that no commercial pn 
perity can be dunible if it cannot be united, in case of 
to naval force. Tiiia truth is as well understood in tl 
United States as anywhere else ; tlic Ampricana are alreai 
able to make their flag respected ; in a few years they w: 
make it feared 

"Nations, as well as men, almost always betray tl 
prominent fealures of their future destiny in their earlie 
years. When Icontemiihite tho ardor with which the AngI 
Americans prosecute commerce, tbe advantages which a: 
them, and the success of their undertakings, I cauoot he; 
believing tjjat tbey will one day become the Brat muritii 
power of the glube. They are bom to mlo the seas, as t 
Romans were to conquer the world." * 

To a reader of the present day, these words, albeit th^ 
were written nearly a hundred years ago, eeem to have 
almost inspired by supcrhamaii wisdom, so aooarately d 



* " DerooCTficy in America," by AloiU de Tocqnevilte, 
lated by Ueary Reave, Ea^uire. Edited with ooMs by Prof, rrani 
Ow«a, of Hatvanl University, Cambridge, ISSS, Vol 1, p. S48 
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f describe the present poBition of the United States fig & 
maritime power ; but if any American could have read tbera 
about the timo of the " Buttle of the Swaah," they wi'uld 
hare Eeemed cither to convey the eeverest sarcasm of which 
human speuch is capable, or eiae to bare been Lho wild and 
unmeaning utteratioes of drivelling idiocy. For at tliia time, 
thanks to English privateers, and Americiin stupidity and 
indifference, the Americau flag had practically disappeared 
from the ocean. 

As hiiabeen already mentioned, English shipowners and 
manufacturers wore siifleritig severtly from American com- 
petition; they tliorofore haileii the possiblu or probable 
diflmembermeut of the Amencsn Union with delight, and 
■immediately upon the outbreiik of ttie " Wur of the Rebell- 
ion," determined to aid the seceding States in every possible 
way. The^^e States were excUiaivt'Iy agricultuml eoramnni- 
fiflB, raising most of the cotton which formed such an im- 
portant portion of tha raw material required by English 
/aotorics. Like all partially developed agricultural com- 
munities, they had no capital tti invent in Tessels or factories; 
at)d in case they secured their imiependence, they were 
pla.)ged to Free Trade, and would thus offer a vast and 
profltftble carrying trade to Englii^h ships ; and a vast and 
profilable market for English goods. The tumptiitiou was 
a great one ; too great in fact to he resisted ; and a short 
time after the commencement of tlie war, a number of so- 
called "Confederate cruisers," which had been built and 
fitted uut in English porta with English money, wore scour- 
ing the ocean, capturing iiLnl destroyi ng A merieiin merchant 
vesflels wherever they could find them, and compelling the 
transfer of such as were not destroyed, to the protection of 
some nontral Sag. As our ancestors were at that time 
igaged in a life and death struggle to maintain their 
'. exiatcnce, they could only protest against thia 
b and anfriondly action of England ; bnt the gnilt of 
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the latter power was practically oonceded at an arbitration 
conference bt>Id at Geneva several years later, at which t;ho 
of 115,000,000 was awiLrded as damages to bo paid by 
Engliuid for the deprGdiitiona committed by these piratical 
cruisers apon American commerce. The miechief, however, 
was done ; our ocean commerce bad beeu ruined j and 
England could well have afforded to pay tI5,000,000 
annually for having thus paralyzed her great maritime rival. 

Concurrently with this wiping out of our shipping by 
English crnisera, iron and steel began to be nsed aa a snbsti- 
tate for wood in ship building; nnd by Iho time that the 
rebellion had been finully crushed, our altipbuildei'S fonnd 
thomseivea utterly unable to compete with those of Rreat 
Britain on account of the greater cogt of materials and 
wages here, as well as the absence of maehinery and appli- 
ances for bailding iron and steo! vessels. Gold remained 
at a premium for several years after the conclnsion of the 
war ; and tliis, together with the tariff on imported niate- 
i-iala re<^uired in ship building, rendered competition with 
foreign builders absolutely impossible, To make matters 
vroree, all the principal maritime nations of Europe inau- 
gurated a system of subsidies or bounties, which alimnluted 
sbipbnikling enormously, and iucreasod the supply of vce- 
flela so rapidly, that currying rates fell to figures, with 
which nnsubsidizi.'d vessels could not possibly compete, 
England, France, Germany, Italy. Belgium, Holland, and 
finally Spain, wont into the Bubsidy business ; and the lat- 
ter power actually sabsidisidd lirea of aleamera to the 
extent of over 11,000.000 per annum, to run along oar 
whole Atlantic and Pacific Coasts, trading between Mexico 
and Central America on the south, and Canada and Dritiali 
Colombia on the north, aud stopping at ati important 
American ports on their respective routes. 

The only demund for American built vessels was for 
the coasting trade ; bat this demand waa snfficlent to indace 
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the eetablishment of several large iron ahipyarda, most ot 
which were located on the Deluivare Eiver, at or near Phil- 

adeipUia, Chester, nnd Wilmington, 

TiiQS was inangurated that Interest which has Binoe 
attained each enormous proportions, as to give to the Dela- 
aware River the sobriquet of "The American Clyde." 

The veeselH built at tJieae yards, even in those enrly days, 
proved conclusively that American ahlpbuilders wei'e still 
the best in the world, and tht?n as now, American constwiae 
eteamshipa were conceded to be tlie finest and fieetest and 
best vessels of their class afloat. The absolate refusal of 
Congi-eB8 to offer any subsidy, or even to offer decent com- 
pensation to American vessels for carrying tlie mails to for- 
eign countries, efEectimlly prevented the building of any 
ships suitable for thut trade; and while England and 
France and Germany and Spain were building swift mei^ 
chant steamers on plana approved by their naval depart- 
ments, and paying them liberal annuul subsidies for the 
privilege of chartering or purchasing them at a fixed price, 
at any time, and converting them iuto aimed cruisers; 
thus providing themselves at a comparatively trifling coat 
with a moat formidable and efficient auxiliary naval force ; 
the Congress of the United States, with an apathy or indif- 
ference which seems utterly unaccountable at the present 
time, absolutely refused to do anything to encourage the 
rebuilding of tho American Merchant Marine. 

That Buch a suicidal policy should have been persisted 
in for more than twenty years after the close of the war, 
at a time when the annual rocoipta of the Treasury were 
over $100,000,000 in excess of the government require- 
ments, and wbou the extraordinary spectacle was presented 
day after day, of senators and members of Congress, 
wrangling and arguing over the question of "how to dis- 
pose of the surplus," seems absolutely ii 
» peioaal of the files of the newspapers ] 



jUGStion 01 "now lo ais- 
Lttcly incredible; and yet, I 
Fspapers published during I 
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this period, (say from 1875 to 1888) will Butiafy the most 
ikeptioal render that it is strictly trae. For the oonve- 
nience and eatisfaction of each of my readers as may not he 
able easily to refer to these files, I reproduce a few articles 
and commuaioationa from some of the journals of that 
'iod. 



ItTBGiuiES TO British Steausbifs — Abbangements 
WITH THB AVhite Star akd Cunarr Lines. 

JVoin the Nmc Tort Journal of Commeree, March 81, 188T. 

"A Liverpool cablegram received yeaterday Bays: 'At 
the meeting of the BtockhoMers of the Canard Steamship 
Company to-day the chairman annoonced that the Ooyern- 
ment had granted the company an annaal Hwbvcntioa of 
♦85,000 for a period of five years for the carrying of the 
mails.' 

"Details of the agreement entered into between the 
British Admiralty arid tlie owners of tho Wliite Star and 
Gnnard companies, by which certain of their veasola are 
placed at the disposal of the Government on speciSed 
terms, are contained in a bite parliamentary paper. Th« 
White Star Line agrees to hold at the disposition of the 
Government for purchase or hire, at the option of the 
Admiralty, to be exercised from time to time during tho 
continuance of the aurecment, the following vessels : 
Britannic, value iJlSO.OOO ; Germanic, £100,000 ; Adriatic, 
£100,000 ; Celtic, £100,000. In tbe event of purchase the 
foregoing prices were to be held as the values of the vossols 
on January 1, 1887, plus 10 per cent, for compulsory sale, 
less an abatement of 6 per cent, per annum on the depre- 
ciated annuid value for the period that might elapse 
tetwcea Jaonary 1, 1887, and the date of pnrchase by the 
Bvernment. In the event of charter h; the Admiralty 
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ilhe rate of hire of tbe before-Tnentioned Yeesels was fixed 
at Ihe rate of 20s. per gross registered ton per montb, the 
owner providing tlie crew, or at t!ie rate of I5a. per groM 
registered ton per month, tho Admiralty fludiug the orew, 
all rialss of captiiii? and of liostiiities being yesumed by the 
Admiralty. The compuny has determined to bnild one or 
two TesselB of high Bpecd and of such a type and speed as 
will render thera epecially suitaWe for service as armed 
cmieers, and in uccurdiinco with tho plaus itnd Epecifica- 
tions Bulimitted and (ippioved by the Admimltj. In oou- 
eiderntion of this the Admimlty ivill have to pay to the 
company an annual Biilivention at the rale of 15e. per 
gross registered Ion por iinijiim. On February 8, tba 
Admiralty accepted similar proposals mMde hy the Cunard 
Line in respect to the following vessels : ELruria, value 
£310,000 ; Uinbria, £301,000 ; Auninia, £240,000 ; Servia, 
;ei93,OOU ; Gallia. £102,000— a subvention of 15a. per grow 
registered ton per aiiDum, to he paid to the company on 
account of the Etruvia, Umhria and Aurania during the 
ooiittnnancD of the postal contract, and in the event of the 
termiuation of that contract before these three vessels 
received five years' payment, the compimy to be entitled to 
receive for the bahmce a subvention at tho riite of 20h., 
the five vessels being still held at the disposition of the 
Government. In the event of tbe Cnnard Company build- 
ing new vessels for the mail service, they will submit the 
plans to tbe Admiralty foi' ajiprovaL 

The subvention will amount to about £6,500 for each 
the new vej'aola of the White Star Line, so long as they 

the mails, or £8.500 should the mails he withdrawn. 

annual charge for the retention of the Cunarders 

■ia, Umhria and Aurania is stated at £5,400 each. 
Admiralty announce that they are ready to make 
the samo arrangement as with tho White Star Company for 
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the first ten eteamera that may bo offered by any of the 
British Bteamahip companies." 

The following lettei' from Admiral D. D. Porter shows 
conrloBively the feeling which must have existed in 'Hs.vaX 
circles upon the subject of the revival of the American 
Murcbant Murine, Tho hU&r was addressed to a Mr. 
Aaron Vandorbilt, representing the American Shipping and 
ludnstrial Leiigueaiul waspubiisljcd in the New York World 
and other journals, some time during the year 1888. 

Deah Sir: I received yonr letter and pamphlet this 
morning in relation to Ameriuau shipping. It is a matter 
in which I am greittly inlurested. I otily wiah I really bad 
some influence in thij country to help funvard measures fot 
the advancement uf our mercantile murine, without which 
we can never be a great naval power. I have written a 
great deal on the euhject and the files of tbe Senate have 
now many luttora of mine in favor of granting subsidies to 
ocean etoamships. iii order ta open lines wherever they 
could be run to advantage. Indeed, I have been so per- 
sistent ID this matter ever since the close of tlie civil war 
that I ran the liek of heing considered qui>er — for that is 
the term people apply nowadays to men of progressive ideas, 
whoso opinions come in conflict with ibose of persons who 
are ultogL^ther guided by local prejudices. 

I have vvritten a good deal for the American Proteclionist 
on the subject, also a long article for the Chicago Inter 
Ocean, covering one side of the paper, which had an extensive 
circulation in the West. I wrote so much that I was afraid 
I might come under the head of " penny-a-liner," but all 
to no purpose, as the cause didn't seem to ndvance an inch. 

This country is a young giant, full of resources, over- 
flowing with wealth, and the people themselves fall of 
progressive ideas, yet you see how diffioolt it is to gtit aov 
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thing done eveii for the defense of otir ooost and greni 

cities. 

With all oar wealth and enterprise we are, owing to the 
Borce of circutmstances over which our people seem to have 
o control. Bourbons up to the hub, learuing nothing and 
torgetling nothing. 

Tho nation that can put the most ships and the best 
tiips ou the sea nitl be the one that can Eot the world at 
ice. No nation cun put its commeice on its bottom 
again, after it has been broken up as ours baa been, with- 
out Bobsidies, which are considered by some people as 
opposed to onr institutions, although I myself cannot see 
it : Ijut subfiidiea to steamships that must carry our prodnota 
over the world and bring baek other products in retnm 
must help every indnatry in the country. Every State in 
the Union is interested in having our commerce re-estab- 
lished, uo matter at what cost. Tliink what an impetas 
the establishment of great lines of steamships would give to 
onr iron and steel interests. How many thouaands of 
mechanics who are now out of employment would again 
enjoy ample compensation for their labor. What rejoicings 
there would be throughout the land at each an event. How 
the cotton and hemp manufactories wonld be crowded with 
workers. Think how many million yards of canvas woald 
be spread upon the ocean. 

The great British steam lines which are running to and 
from our porta so frequently, bring tbeir coal from England 
lad take little back from this country. Think of the corf- 
Baines that would be worked to supply our great ocean steam 
%aes Bhould we ever establish such as are necessary to the 
" country. Sit down and reckon the different industries that 
would be benefited by the establishment of great steamship 
linos, and you will be surprised at the amount that would 
be thrown into the hands of the laboring people of thi^. 
oooQtry.. 
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Wbat 16 ttie object of a government if it is not to bnJld 
op the industrieB ot a country, qb opposed to ifaose of other 
countries ? A republican govern mout sbouldbu the best in 
the woilil. Its legislators shonid advance all its induBtries. 
it should be more p;iterual in its organ iziitiona than aoy 
other, for those who are elected to officii are put thei'e by 
the peupio to promote their interests. We have gone on for 
the past twenty-five years, showing no more ability to cope 
with the mutters to which I have referrod than the minor 
republics of South America, which scarcely hold any place 
io the estimation of tho world. Instead of being a govern- 
ment for the people, onrs Bceme to be a government made 
for the advantage of a select clique. 

I almost despair, although not naturally of a despairing 
nature. I thought i^'bon our cinl war was over and there 
was no longer a question which could scnously divide the 
country, that we would put oar household in order and unite 
to become the great nation of the world, which we are fully 
capable of doing ; but, with thousands of others who helped 
to fight for the country and put it on its legs again, X bar© 
been wofully disapjiointed, particularly in the decadence of 
that ocean commerce which waB once eecond only to Great 
Britiao. 

Even Spain, that has been for years behind all other 
aations, and for more than sixty years has been considered 
the moat effete government in Europe — Bourbon all over — 
- has now taken tbe lead of us, has voted millions in a lump 
to build up her navy, and is about to establish taoae very 
steam lines which should bare been American. If this 
country does not take proper steiis to resurrect our oom- 
merce and plaoe a number of stnamship lines on a footing 
with those of European conntriea, foreigners may well nay 
that the resources of the country have betn developed faeter 
than the education of the projila has progrtaaed, nnd tliat 
tiie Am«rioaa> are not suffioieotly advanced in iuteUJL^fasfifk 
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to understand that uo n&tion cau be a Sret-class power 
that allows anoUier Lo do its carrying;. For my part, I 
expect to step oat soon withont witneesingt]i6(al6lment ol 
I any of my cherialied ideas. As for the "naval reserye" 
I they are talking about at present, it ought to haTO been' 
established in the days of tE)e Kevolution. 

Every stenmship that we bnild for ocean service Bhonld 
be able to carry guns, and the Government should condemn 
her for national use whenever it is considered cecessary — in 
fact, exercise greater power over the mercantile marine than 
over the militia. An organization of this kind, howcTer^ 
caa only be established by stringent acts of Congress, with-; 
out which no action of the Secretary of the Navy or a board' 
of officers wonld enable the Government to nse merchant 
vessels. , 

Nothing, however, in this direction can be done the 
present session, and we can only hope that a more enlight- 
ened feeling in regard to these matters will be shoirn in the 
futnre than has prevailed in the past. 

The people who make this outcry against "aubaidies"' 
apparently do not reflect that no nation in the world haS' 
gone 80 far in this direction as the United States. "For 
instance, the grants to the gi'cat railroads which connect the 
Atlantic with the Pacific, by which millions of dollars and 
millions upon millions of the public lands were given, 
enough to have built up our mercantile marine and navy 
twenty times over; yet few people have objected to these 
donatiouB on tho part of the Government, as it was felt to 
be the only means by which we cou!d open the country for 
settlomeut and obtain control of the great commerce of the 
East. 

That waa the great cry at the time, but unfortunately 
we only hulf did the work we started to accomplish, and 
fiiilod to continue the road to China by not appropriating 
money to put upon the Pacific aenfficient nnmberol steam- 
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ehipsto entirely coatrol the China trade, aud give uealarg« 
number of fiist and powerful ve?8eis that <iould, when nocea- 
eary. bQ iranafonned into heavily armed men-of-war for the 
proteotioQ of our northwest co;ist. 

At tlie present time a eingle powerful veaael of an enemy 
ConM duvaatitte the whole of that coiist. I remain, very truiy 
yours, David D. Porteb, Admiral. 

In a letter to the JVetc York Tribune, piibJished in May, 
1887, Mr. II. K. Thurber, Pres't of the N. Y. & Brazil S. 
S. Co., among other etrong language, used the following: 

" 'Tnide is following the flag' with a vengeance. The 
policy that mails on the occau sliould not be paid a much 
higlier rate than 'inanimate freight ' is bringing its fruita 
homo to us in a very nnpleasant manner. The direct con- 
trary policy of England, France, Germany, Spain and Italy 
ia driving the stars and Btripea from the Ocean. Will 
Americans sit tamely by and scs this insane policy contln- 

The following letter addressed to this same Mr. Thur- 
ber, and, (norionsly enough) signed by a person bearing 
the same name as the author of this book, (probably a 
tneaiber of ih:^ same family) waa also published in fiererul 
newspapers about this time. 

New York, Sept. IG, 1887. 
m jr. ThurUr. E»q., Praident XJ. S. rf B. M. &. Co. : 

Deae Sxb : I am in receipt of your pamphlet, and T 
beg to say that in my humble judgment it is cntirel; 
noanswonihle, and that tho more statement of facta whicl 
it contains should bring tlie blush of shame to «very Amer- 
ioTin cheok. 

Indeed, if we were not living witnessea and victima o' 
it, it would be utterly beyond belief that auch a stupid ant 



Till USITKD rTAin riuou ': 



1 81)0. 



I 



TicioiM Bystfm m tliftt under vbich our morointtlQ marios 
U licing aliaulotely HtrftDgievI '* in Uie hcnao uf it» fi-iuitli 
iQunld prevnil in uiiy country lianiig the alight.e»t ]<ri 
^ni to iiiU-lli^nco or fi)U>r]iTiMi ; atxl it iai ccrUiiiily 
too luucli to Kiiy I hut If onr prcsi-tit luwtt liml txroo [nui 
bjr our wortit n:itioi)iiI enomios or our hlttcrest coitiniei'cti 
rlvuli, Ihoy coukl not Im more oiTectiiul in [mmlyziag oi 
foreign commerce und roiulcriug ns us iK'iti'ly M possible 
pher among llio mitions of tho ^arlh. 

Two years ngo 1 wub obliged to give np active bneincsa 
in account of ill lieallh, and sinod that tioie I havo trav* 
cled quite eztensivt-ly in £uro}>e, and the most Btnldoj 
fact wiiich confrctitid me ot every turn, was the etwrntiTt 
inoreaBO and develiipment of forpign trade among untioi 
which wo haTO hilherto legnrded as only eccond or thlH 
rate commercial powers. Tiiis remarkahle doTelopment,ii 
which France and Germany took the lead, haa extended t( 
other comitrioa, and lui]y, Sp:un and evtn little Belgium 
aro rapidly coming to the front hb great maritime natiouB 
irpuu inquiring into the cuitscB of this remarkable incresB 
of commercial activity, I found that it was entirely due U 
the policy of " protection by bounty " or subsidy. Movfl 
over, it has been made principally at the expense ol tbi 
United States of America, 

England has of conrse suffered to some extcntaleo : hn 
I think it is entirely within bonnds lo assnmc that at li 
15 per cent, of the foreign traffic secured by these en 
prising EuropMins within the last fifteen or twenty je! 
is trnfljc which ri^ditfully bidonga to us, and which 
should have had, if onr law-makers had exhibited tht 
slightest desire to foster onr commercial interests. Wttlle 
icg along the magnificent wharvoa of Antwerp, I 
steamer after steamer hiudinj; and unloading for and frui 
ports in South America, whoee trade by every natural la' 
should como to ub. It v,'m the same at Southampt( 
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Tool find Havre, and even away down in Kaplos thoro 
were oviJonces on every band of how we Americana are 
being robbud of nlint may bu justly considered our birth- 
riglit; tliat is, South American, West Indifin, and even 
Mexican trjide. The intense and monumontnl stupidity 
wbieli pormils lliis process to continue, is doubtless amUBing 
to tliose wlio profit by it, but it is death to us as a maritime 
nation. 

It seoms inconceivable that with au overflowing Troas- • 
tiry, and with exports of ovor $700,000,000 per annum, our 
Bhipping interest sbould ba thus wiped onfof existenca 
merely because a lot of idiots have inherited a political 
superstition which invariably throws them into spiisms of 
indignant protoat whenever the word " subsidy" is men- 
iioneil. This inherited Biiperslition is practically all there 
is behind the opposition to a fair and reasonable aysteni of 
protection and encunragoment to our shipping interest. 

Of what rise arc arguments in the face of patent and 
notorioaa (nets ? Our commerce was swept from theocean 
during our civil war. lis place haa boon usurped by sub- 
Bidized vessels of otiier countries. Against tliese vessels 
tinsnbsiilizod ones cannot compete successfally. This ia 
the whole question in a nutshelL 

Shidl we, by a judicious system of paying a fair priee 
for American mail service, restore our foreign commerce, 
and take once more the front rank among maritime 
nations ? Or shall we continue to yield to the paralysing 
inflaenoo of a mere word, which only represents an idiotic 
and threadbare superstition ; and turn our whole pnormoua 
export trade over to our foreign competitors, who, whilo 
ridicnling our stupidity, gladly take advantage of it, and 
pocket tlio jiroflta which wo thus thrust npon them ? 
Public sentiment is gradually changing on this great sub- 
ject ; and tlie demand for reasonable and sensible legista- 
tion in the interest of American shipownere will eoon make 
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I itsdf Iiparrt with no nneertuin sound. Meanwhilo, the faot 
F thnt practical imtl iijtelligcnt buainoas men are taking jiart 
I fa] tbe public diacuseioD of it, ia oue of the most euoourog' 
, lag Gigua of tliQ times. 

I remain, yours very truly, 

SAlt Babtok. 

It is Bcarccly uccessary for me to say that tlie foregoinj 
letter expresses wliut my Bontimenta would buve bean a 
that time, qnito ita fully aui] as well, as I couli], if I hod' 
written itmypelf, 

Kot only had our merchant marine thns been permitted 
to be wiped out of esisteneo, but oar navy Imd also becomo 
worn out and decayed, aud our antiquated coast fortifica- 
tiona were the laughing etock of military and uayul experts 
all over the world. 

Concerning the deplorable condition of the United 
States Navy, Secretary Whitney, in lits annual report for 
1885, said, " At the present moment it must be concedeii 
that we have nothing which deserves to be called a navy. 
It ia questionable whether we have a single naval yesael 
finished and afloat at the yreaent time, that could he trusted 
to encounter the ships of any important power — a ainglo 
Teasel that haa eitbcr the armor for protection, speed for 
eacape, or weapons for defense." 

Tliis was a iiotoriouB fact, as waa also the defenseleag 
condition of our seaboard cities. 

Mr. Samuel J, Tilden — who was the democratic candi- 
date for Prfsident of the United States in 1876, aud who 
was believed by many to have been elected, notwitli standing 
tbe decision of the electoral commission in favor of Mr. 
Hayes— had in a public letter, made a very atroug appeal 
for the utilization of the so-called surplus revenues in for« 
tifying our coasts. 

Admiral Porter in hia report for the year 1887, also 
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t&ade the following aatouQiling statenient io this coQDec- 
tion: 

" Tivo heavy irou-clada could coinraonce at the onBtern- 
most point, and proceed along the coast to Tex»s, liiying 
every city uiidei' contribution. In time of war, the torpedo 
fijatum will be iisolesii for dofeaao iu the iihseiice of proper 
fortilicationa and guns. For the event of war we are no 
more prepared than we were a year ago ; although we hava 
made a beginning to repiiir simply the waste in our navy 
for the past twenly-five years." 

A. writer in the North American Review of July, 1888, 
had also called attention to the utterlydeiunseless condition 
of oar seaports, and showed that a hostile 0eet anchored in 
New York Harboi-, could destroy property valued at 
«1, 500, 000, 000 iu New York. «(iOO,000,000 in Brooklyn, 
and $100,000,000 iu Jcr^iey City. The only alternative to 
Boch a bomhardment would be the payment of a ransom, 
vhose amount would of conrsa bear some relation to tlie 
immense amount of property involved. 

The Kew York Herald had also, during the summer of 
1887, puhlisJied a series of sensational articles, ehowing the 
enormous amounts of pmporty tJius exposed on our Atlan- 
tic, Pacilio and Gulf coasts. It will thus he seen that our 
ancestors had not even ihe escnso of iijnorance, in permit- 
ting such a stiitG of iiffaira to continue. The <piestion had 
been the subject of frequent confereuces and investiga- 
tions ; and committees and sub-committees had reported 
upon it, times without number. The forliQcation board 
bail ostimaled the coat of a eomplcto system of coast defen- 
oee, including armored turrets and casemjites, harbetto and 
. mortar batteries, riHed guns, torpedoes, torpedo boals and 
floating batteries, at 1136,377,800 ; nud bills had bcou intro- 
duced looking to the gradual expenditure of that amount 
of money, such cspenditiire to cover a period of ten yciira. 
But all such propositions were met by the "economical" 
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Blatcameii of that day, with howla of iudlgnant proteel 
and were chiinictcriKcd iia attempts to stual and ^quani 
the proceeds of an excoEsivo and biirdeuEoiuc Bjstcc 
ation, which waa leded for the solo benefit of a priyilegi 
cla^s of maiiafaclnrers, monopolistB and cupituliata. Thi 
these backwoodd stiiteamen, uine-teiiths of whom woaj 
probiibiy have fiiiled, if they had attempted to ciirry on 
busineaa more fxtensive thau the keeping of a peai 
stand, assumed to be the judges of what was the best eeoi 
omy for a mitioii of over (JO,OOO,O00 of people, and exe 
plified their ido'iia of Gcoiiomy by rolling up un untuial pon- 
Biun list of about $150,000,000; speiiding $30,000,000 Of 
$40,000,000 iu Bo-callod river and bai'bor improvomenta 
and public buildings iu diffierent parts of the country; and 
absolutely throwing amy $30,000,000 or J30,000,DOO in 
paying exorbitant premiums for the ijrivilcgo of cancelling 
a debt not yet due. And thus it Lad come to pus% that in 
tbo year of grace, 1886, tlie Uuited States of America,.] 
with a population of moi-e than 00,000,000, with a coast 
whose lengtli was more than double that of any other Coi 
try, witli an annual availaljle revenue of more thi 
8100,000,000, notwitliatuading that its sj-slem of tazuti 
■was lighter and less burdensome than that of any 
nation, and its laboring classes better paid, better ]ionai 
better clothed, better fed, and better educated than a| 
almilar classes in any othor portion of tiio world ; and 
m imnuul foreign commerce exceeding $1,000,000,000 
Talue, found itself practically without any merch; 
marine, and actually without a single war vesacl with tl 
" necessary armor for protection, speed for escape, or 
pou3 for LJofeiisQ ;■' with its eoastg and harbors entid 
uuproiected.aud its ao;iports, — containing property aj 
ting more than 810,000,000,000 iu value— utterly d 
less, and abiuhitely inviting attack from any nation whii 
I moJcrn iron-clad, armed with two or moreloni 
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range guns, capable of throwing a shell ten miles or so. 
This will doubtless seem an incredible statement to readers 
of the present day ; and yet it is strictly true. Moreover, 
these rural solons, in tiieir zeal for what they considered 
** economy/' unsettled the industrial interests of the coun- 
try by an acrimonious discussion of the tariff ; and the 
most lightly taxed, prosperous, intelligent and wealthy 
community in the world was asked to believe that it was 
ground down and oppressed by an excessive and burden- 
some system of taxation; and ''the surplus,'* ^Uhe sur- 
plus," *'thb surplus," was held over it constantly ui 
terrorem, as a monster that was eating out the nation's 
vitals, and would soon involve it in financial ruin. 

Meanwhile, new fortifications were recommended year 
after year, and the necessity for these was conceded by both 
political parties ; but — they were not built. 

Elaborate estimates for the establishment of gun foun- 
dries were made and favorably reported on ; but — the foun- 
dries were not built. Huge appropriations for formidable 
armored battle ships were talked over and recommended ; 
but — the armored battle ships were not built. 

Bills looking to the re-establishment of our mercantile 
marine by the adoption of a similar system of encourage- 
ment to that in vogue among all modern maritime nations, 
were introduced, and debated on, and argued over ; but — 
the bills were not passed, and our merchants were obliged 
to continue shipping their goods in foreign bottoms. 
And all this criminal failure to adopt ordinary defensive 
precautions, was justified on the ground of '^ economy." 
If history ever exhibited a striking instance of the folly of 
*' saving at the spigot and wasting at the bung/' our 
ancestors of the latter part of the nineteenth century may 
fairly claim pre-eminence as exhibitors in that line. But I 
must not anticipate. 
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CHAPTER II. 

SECRETARY WHITNEy's EFFOBTS TO EEDUILD THE NAVY. 

Upon iiis accession to the Pi'esklcncy in Marcb, 1885, 
Pi-esiileot Clevelanil liud appointeil a Mr. William C. 
Wliitney, a New York lawyer, secretary of the Kavy ; and 
although he liiid had no preTious cxpei'ience in naval 
matters, he eecma to have beeu profoundly impressed with 
the necessity of rebuilding the Navy, and Lringiiig it up 
to a standard more in c6ti8oiiauce with uiodcrn method^ 
and more in keeping with the vast national inlereats which 
it might at anytime be suddenly called upon to protect 
and defend. During his entire term of oQice, Secrolary 
"Whitney's reports and official communicationa were inrari- 
ahly couched in the moat earnest and vigorous langaaga 
and bore the strongest possible testimony to the serio) 
importance with which lie regarded hia position ; and it 
nut too much to say that many of the fcataroa which : 
present cause the United States N:i.vy to rank first iitDOl 
the navioa of the world, grew out of suggestions 
recommendations made by Secretary Whitney. 

Like all reformers, however, bis path was beset wil 
many difficulties ; and although he perdsted bravely in tl 
ttisk he had set for Jiimself, he encoun'erol so man] 
obatades and discouragements, thut iiis health becami 
sunonsljimpait'ed, and it. wns only at the eiiru est soli 
tion of the Presiilent, and leading members of his p 
that he consented to serve his full term of four yeiin 
Duriug President Clcveland'a administratiou party feeliuj 
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Tim very higli, and tlie Kepablicans, who had recently been 
ousted fr.im jKiwer, after a continiioua enjoyment of it for 
twetity-fuar j'Buis, soemod to look upon iiny effort to alter 
or iiicrcaae or improvu the Kavy, a8 a reflection upon their 
previous iimiiiigciiieDt of the departmeut. Conseqnentl)', 
Serrotiiry Wbituey found himaelf oppoaed atid baniperi^d at 
every turn ; and liis well-mutint nnd iiitblligoiit eSorts in 
tbo direction of rofoiin, eocouuteied the open or concealed 

I oppoaibion of Kepiibliciiii Senators and Uougressmen ; acd 
as the Rdpublicfiug still held oonti'ol of the Scnalsbya 
uarrow majority, bnt few of his recommendations were at 

' first favorably acted upon. Tbiia does party prejudice at 
tiiues outweigh patriotism ; nnd thiia the best ititerestB of 

I the conntry are often neglected or jeopardized in obedience 

' to the Ijehesta of a political boss, or in dtifercnce to the 
supposed necessities of a pai'tisan organization. 

It is difficult ut this late day, to conceiru of such a etaCo 
of affairs as this ; but as a partial yiadicatiun of onr ances- 

' tors against a charge of what might almost be called high 
treiison, we mnst remember that the passions and prejudices 

'which grew ont of the "War of tbo Eobellion," Htill found 

' a resting-place in the bosoms of most of the older inhabi* 
tftnte ; and these extended to the political discussions of 

,the day, rendering party feeling exceedingly bitter and 
Tindictive. 

In fact, what would at present be regarded as an absurd 
impossitiility, was then an actual fact ; and the two great 
political parties of the country, twenty years after tbo cluse 

jof the Civil War, found themselves divided on precisely the 
B&tne sectional lines, which had existed previous to and 

idnriug that conflict ; and the most casual reference to the 
jonruaU of that date can scarcely fnil to reveal one or more 
ullusious to " The Solid South," as a political entity whose 

jintere'sta must have necessarily been antagonisfic to the 

jother portions of the Union. 



I Tlie vasb mannfincluriitg and mineral lutereats of jfi 
I bftiBit, Georgia mid TeunoBBCf, were then in tlitir Infant 
Lund tii(^ [t^'ople of iliosB states still liiiggcd tliu ilcliiBtont 
KlrcG ti'iide. iie ivaurt of an inlieritL-dp'iliiicuI eiipc rati (ion, 
^Bomtnon witli tliu olliC'('8oatbern8t.a,ti;s, whoi^eiiitcTi-'Stfiw 
KflluiosC wholly A^io 111 t,i I nil, ;md wliioh hiwu eiuce fuuiid the 
JproptT and logical iioliiicul afliliatioii with the Agvionltnt' 

■ Btatea of the West and Norihwost. 
m Daring Piesident Clevchind's term of office, Ihe Scnnt 
i as has before lieeii remai'lcod, was K^publiuan by a n 
I majority. The House of Keprosentativcs, however, 
L Democratic ; so lliat there wae a practical deadlnck on fl 
■Tarty qneitioDB ; and 83 nearly every qnet-liou that i 

■ became more or less of a party oncj scarcely anything I 
•4hc way of practical legislation was accomplished. 
^-it ivaiihl seem that about the only mpitsures ivhicb coul 
^ eafely rnq the gitiiritlet of both houses, were bills of th 
I iiiatnre of jobs to rob the trcitsury, which were passed 
I what were culled {in tliopolitici^lBlangof that day) "logrgj 
I ling " methods. 

f For instance, if a river or harbor needed improvomenf 
t the member of Congress in whose district it was sitnatet 
t looked iironnd for other memhers who Had one or moi 
k rivers or h3rbi)rB similarly affceted ; »ud a number of thcgi 
pAomhinin^ togetlier, ivoukl originate what was ealle^l* 
■•■^ river and hiirbur bill," in which eaoh member's dig'tw 
^ Wae to have a good slice of the total nppropriittion. Tin 

if there wore iiut vtes enongli to secure the passage of ttl 

hiil, othiT members were drummed up, and were offi-ri 

nppr.ipnnlioiie for creaks and harhoi-s in their dislricta — ^fch 

BtXp'uditDroof which would of course bo under the diroelio: 

fcf their political fiiends— and tims, at every session of OoB 

B&rese, n gigantic appropriatiim hill, amounting frwpiently t 

^20,000,000 or $35,000,000 wns passed ; twolhirdsof «Licl 

ill all prohabilily was shf er robbery. A similar system 
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■JTOi'suod with refcrencetn public bnildiiigB in diffeiTiit [nirtB 
of the country ; and tho estraordiotiry epectnele was pro- 
senied, of Seiuttors aud Itoprcaentalivcs meeting in Wash- 
ington, year after year, wraiigling over these apin'-'iiriatiorie, 
nnd exhibiting their ignorance of tlie cardiu il prluciplca of 
political euonomy, in long-windfd hariingtiea about "the 
troasniysnrpluB," wliile they permitted the United States 
Niivy to go to decay, refiracd npproiu'idtioua to fortify thu 
Iiarbors ami cousta, and utterly failed to do anything to 
fosiLT and enooUrage tlie re-eatablia!imeut of tlio Ameriean 
Meruliant Marine, nhoso value as a nursery or training 
Bchool for tbo development of a naval force, bad been so 
conoluEivcly ehowa in the earlier days of the Republic, 

At the timo of Sccretaiy Whitney's accession to office, 
tbo whole available naval forco of the United States con- 
sisted of afciv old wooden vesseia, so rotten as lo be aoarcely 
seaworthy, three or four irou-hulled rteam corvettes and 
frigates, of an antiquated and obeoleto type, and a few 
vesstls of the "Monitor," or revolving turret style (so 
called from the fact that the first vessel of this type was 
called the "Monitor"). 

These latter, hoivcvor, were in an unfinished, rotten and 
rusty condition, having from motives of " economy "been 
permitted to lie and rot at their docka ever since llie cou- 
cluaion of the Civil War; and were therefore utterly useless 
for any sudden emery:ency ; as several month's work would 
have been required to finish the unfiniahed ones, and repjiir 
tiio completed ones. It iatr.ic, that a comnienooment to 
rebuild tlio navy had been Bttemptud during President 
Arthur's administration, and two modern cruisci-s, (Hie 
Boston and Chicago) and a despatch boat {the Dolphin) 
were approncbing completion when Mr. Whitney beeaine 
Secrelary of the Navy. These vcss'.-ls, however, were only 
partially successful : iind when finished, were found to fall 
far below the ivquiiemeuts of the contracts : and it waa 
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^^^Hona, t.hBt they conlJ be rendered ecrviccable. 

^^^P In Sj ite .f ill ob^tacluLi, liuwever. Secretary Whitney 
I • did mtikc conside iiMo progress in rebuilding tbe Navy. 
During tlio yeurj 18S7 and 1888, ei'vcral new crniserB were- 
added to its effective force, and the constractioa of two 
heavily (irnureil brittle sbipa was commenced. Kntuoruua. 
experiments wtre also made with torpedoes, mid rarioue 
submarine systems were tried with greater oi' less prospects 
of success. 

A litutenaiit in the army named Zalinski, had invented 
„ a pnuomatic gun, wliich he claimed would safely throw a. 

H^^mlyQamite shell a distance of two miles; and ii vessel was 
^^Hsnilt expressly to carry gnns of this kind. Discnseion mtao 
^^^Rr less heated, concerniiig the disgracefully unprotected 
^^^'condition of onr seaboard cities, had been carried on in the. 
newspapers, and at length, early in 1889, the city of Kcw 
York (or rather a few of its more public-spirited citiz«Q^, 
u^_rfH'gaiiized a system of volunteer harbor defense militia, 
^^^H The Legishitnre having been appealed to in vain, pri- 
^^^Bltte sabscriptions were started, and a fund was raised suf- 
j^^^^cient to charter one or two harbor tug boats, and to equip 
' a marine battalion, mostly of longBhoremen and stevedores, 
who were drilled in torpedo practice, electric light signal- 
ing, boarding, cable cutting, anchor tripping, night 
attacks, and various other plans for annoying or disabling 
supposed hostile ships in our harbor. This drilling and 
Mercise were supervised and carried on under the direction 
t intelligent naval officers, detailed for that purpose by the 
&avy Department, and although the limited means at the 
jBpoeal of the originators of this plan, prevented them 
\ini accompiishiug any very important results, yet their 
1 were instrumental in getting together a splendid 
>dy of men, who could be relied upon at any time, in case 
[ a sadden emergency, to volunteer thcii' setvicea ; and 
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whose practical skill as a signal co<Tps, and perfect knowl- 
edge of the harbor, would render their co-operation of the 
utmost YLiUQ to the regular. naval force in time of war. 

This \;a8 in fact the origin of our present magnificent 
and complete ^' Harbor Defense Corps," wbicli has so often 
cliallenged the admiration of foreign naval experts. Any- 
body who should at this time publicly advocate its abolition 
or its curtailment, on mere grounds of ** economy," would be 
ridiculed as an idiot, or branded as a traitor ; and yet the 
Legislature of New York refused even to grant its members 
exemption from jury duty, on account of the protest of a 
few intelligent and incorruptible (?) back country members. 

Having thus given a general resume of the condition and 
• situation of the United States up to the years 1887 and 
1888, I will in the next chapter endeavor to give a succinct 
and intelligible review of the events which had a more 
direct and immediate effect in causing the *' Battle cf the 
Swaah/' 
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CHAPTER III. 
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OAKAJ>A. AND IHB UNITED STATES. 

It woiiU bo fijreigii to tho pnrposc of this work, be,«ideB 
fccitig a uscli?68 reviving of animoeities and prcjiulices, now 
pappil^ f>irgottcii, wero I lo disoiiea the merits oC tlio con 
|ra\'eisy bolffccn Cauadd and the Uniteil States ; wMcl 
nrom trifliug and unimportant buginiiings, gradually in 
feronscd in bUtern*>es and intensity, until it finally embroiled 
■bo two countries, and Enghmd aa wull, m wiir. 
pontest was long ago wagod to its legiliradto and 1 
trbitriimcnt ; and its results have been acquiesced io by all 
ilio interested pjirtiea, and are a piirt of the history of the 
ttiineteentli ci'iitiiry. 

NeveithelcES a bnef sketch of tho origin andprogree 
Ipf tbii coiitroversy, seems essential to this narrative, as 
phowing tho motives which actuated Canada and Enghmcl 
pn their Snal action. 

Tliis sketch I will endeavor to make as brief as is coa- 
feietent with a clear presentation uf the eubjoet-niattcr. 

Long previiius tn tlio IkevoluLionary War, in wliicli tha 
RAmcnCiin Culoniee secured their iiidepeiidunce from Hrilisli 
flomination, and fou!ided the United Stiites of Ame 

) vast value of the Hsheries on tlie George's and Granil 
E^nka. iind along tho North American and Newfunndiand; 
ptsta, h id bjen fully djaiDuBtvato.l ; and oven ai early as 
^e eixtoant'i cantury, h»i'ly all of the rnaritimo nations ofl 
r)p3 sa--it <ir.-ti to oiitoli tliu fish which were known to 
pbnrnd llicre. 

The Pronoh anl E;i^!icli, howovor, at length succeeded i 
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ill obtaining exclusive possession of the privilege ; altliougli 
as late as 1783, Spain pub forward a claim of the right to 
partici[)a(e in it. 

This claim was, however, not pressed. Previous to the 
successful revolt of the American Colonists in 1770, 
several wars had occnrred between England and Franc^, 
the fm:d result of which had been to expel the French from 
Canaila, and to secure to England a practical monopoly of 
these valuable fisheries. The fishing industry had by this 
time vastly increased in value and importance, and was 
very largely engaged in by the people of the Xew England 
Colonies. 

Indeed the importance of the industry was such, that 
the long point of Massachusetts was christmed Cape Cod ; 
gilded codfish were largely used as weather vanes on church 
spires, and on the puidic buildings; a painted codfish hnng 
in the State House in Boston, as a constant reminder to the 
law-makers of the importance of the fishing interest ; and 
the fortunate and enterprising fishermen, who accumulated 
wealth sufficient to enable them to pass the autumn of their 
lives amid quiet and luxurious surroundings, came to bo 
known as the '* Codfish Aristocracy.'' 

In the year 1783 a treaty of peace was finally concluded 
between the United States and Great Britain, which defined 
the rights of the citizens of the United States. to these 
privileges, as follows : 

Article III. 

It is agreed that the people of the United States shall 
continue to enjoy unmcdested the right to take fish of OYery 
kind on the Grand Bank, and on all the other banks of 
Newfoundlind ; also in the Gulf of St. Lawrence and i:ll 
other places in the sea wh-'re the in habitants of both coun- 
tries used at any time h( roroforo to fisli ; and also that the 
inhabitants of the United States shall have liberty to take 
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Hah of every kind on sacb part of the coast of yevfjtind- 
lauil as Briiiflh fialicrmcn shall nse (but not to dry or cure 
the sdiiio on Ibut island), and alao ou the coasts, liays, aud 
craoks of all otiier of Ilia British Majesty's dominions in 
America, and that American fisliermon sliall have liberty 
to dry and cnre fish in any of tlio unsattkd bays, harbors 
and creeks of Nova Scotia, Magdalen lelnnds and Labrador, 
so long as the same shall remain unsettled ; but ao soon as 
the same or cipher of them shall be settled it shall not be 
lawful for the said iishermen to dry or cure flsli at such 
settlement without a previona agreement for that purpose 
with the inhabitants, proprietors or possessors of the 
und. 



This article clearly defined the rights of the American 
fishermen, and if it conld have remained in force, and ils 
piovlsiona been honorably carried into effect, no further 
IrouLilc would probably ever Imve ariseu over the subject of 
the fisheries. 

In 1812. however, the United States engaged in a second 
war wilh Great Britain, and in the treaty of peace which 
WHS negotiated at Ghent, in the year 1814, no mention what- 
ever was made of the right of the American people to take 
deb in Canadian waters. The reason for this omission, 
seems to have been that the American representatives, 
among whom were Henry Clny and John Qnincy Adams, 
maintained that the rigiits guaranteed by article three of 
the treaty of 17S3, were not created by that treaty, liut 
were merely recognized by it, as permanent I'ights already 
existing, and of such a charauter that they were not to be 
affected or superseded by any rupture of friendly relations, 
or even by war. 

The same treaty, (1783) liad conceded to tho Briiith 

right to free navifration of the Mississippi Eiver, but 

that treaty had been signed, the United States bad 
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^^Ehaaed tbe Lonisiaiu Teiriloc; from Fntnee, and ^ad^ 
^^H mttiamorpliiwed ih.it groat river intft an espiasirely 

^^^■rican waierway. Tlw American rommis^ '' ■'-- 

^^^E being anantfaoriiej to cncctk- tisriga; . 
^^^B[u.<t9fipfri, incoos»]iic.i'_-« of tiiUclun^e < 
^^^^Priiisli oooinii«u.-'iicra cIuiul-iI souti.' cou... .,. .. _^ ,.. 
^^Ht to thij lefosiil ; and a c«niproaii^ ins ngn^ ujmn, 
^^^■hicli no meniioa was made either of the Britieb claim 
^^B|ri^tt« this riri7, or of tbe American claicn to fisli ia 
^^Kdian vaters. 

^^^faie ritnation, howerer, was not ealbractorr, sod after a 
^^H' diplomatic corre8j)o-itlcruce betireea tbe two gOTcm> 
^^Bb, a n€v tnaiT was Df^->tiated in Lonilon in the je»T 
^^^B, which aoiong other things, contained the following 

^^PThat tbe inhabitAnts of the United States shall haT« 

^^ftrec in common with the snbjccta of His Brit^ittiiic Majes- 

^^■be libert J of taking &h of any kind, on that pait of Ibfl 

^^Hbeni C<^a3t of N'eirfonnJlarid whic^h extends from Capo 

^^H^ to the ItimKin Islands ; on tbe western and northwest- 

^^KDUtj of Xewfoaudl:u)d. from (be said Cape Bnce to the 

^HSqicn Ulanis ; on the siion^ of the Magdalen Islands ; 

^■d also on tbe cwista, ban, harbors, nml crfeks, 'mm 

BCnnt Joly to tbe aotitltem oo-Tst of Ijibnidor, to and 

thrjogh tho Strait-i of Bcllo I^Ie, and thence northwardly, 

indeSnitelyaloiig tb« coast. And thiit the American fishi-r- 

laen shall haTE> liberty forever, to dry and oarc fieh in any 

'' ' i unsettled bay?, btirhora and crocks, in the sMitlu'm 

f Nuwfonudland htTfiiibt'f'^re described, and of Iho 

s of Liibnflor ; but as soon as the same or uny partiDn 

xif, shall be scttlod, it ^hidlnot bcluwfnlfor said Q^her- 

a dry or cnie fiah iit such portion so settled, wilhnnt 

MIS agreement for sneli p'.ir]>»8i>, with tbe inhabitants, 

Ifietors or poesessors of Iho grotm'I. 

E* And tbe United Stales hereby ntionnces forercr, any 
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liberfy heretofore enjoyed or claimed by the inhabitant 8 
tlieroof, to take, dry, or euro lish, on or within three 
murine miles of any of the coast, bays, creeks, or harbors of 
His Britannic Majesty's dominions in America not included 
in the above mentioned limits. Provided, however, that 
tlie American fishermen shall bo })ermittod to enter snch 
bays or harbors for the i^urpose of shelter, of repairing 
damages therein, of purchasing wood and obtaining water, 
and for no other purpose whatever. But they shall be 
under such restrictions uq sh;ill be necessary to prevent their 
taking, drying, or curing fish therein, or in any other manner 
whatever, abusing the privileges hereby seen red to theni.^* 

This treaty, wiiich may fairly be said to have been the 
cause of all the trouble which afterwards arose on the fishery 
question, was negotiated on the part of the United States, 
by Mr. Rush, then American Minister at the Court of St. 
James, and Mr. Gallatin, his associate commissioner ; but 
as it was subsequently ratified by the Senate of the United 
States, it would be scarcely fair to hold those two gentle- 
men wholly responsible for the disgraceful and humiliating 
surrender of rights and privileges which had hitherto been 
freely conceded to American fishermen. 

The treaty, by its very terms, invited disturbances and 
misunderstandings, which were not slow in manifesting 
themselves. 

In the very next year, (1819) the English Parliament 
passed an Act, which provided that American vessels found 
within the three-mile limit might be seized and condemned ; 
and imposed fines on such as refused to depart from such 
bays or limits, after being warned. The Canadian Parlia- 
ments, taking the cue from this legislation of the mother 
country, passed numerous and stringent laws and regulations, 
which they claimed were necessary to carry out the provis- 
ions of the treaty ; but which the Americans claimed were 
needlessly annoying, oppressive, and unneighborly. 
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^ Amongotliev cliums, wliiit was known as the " Hradlaiid 
theory " was advanced, under which the three-mile limit 
was claimed not to follow tho siunositii'S of the coast, but to 
be a Hue three railes onteida of a straight liuo drawn from 
point to point, or heiidlaud to headland of the coast ; no 
niiitter how fai' np^irt these points or lieadlanda might be. or 
Low extensile tho bay or gulf might bo which lay between 
them. Under this constraction of the treaty. Nova Scotia 
cliiimcd t.lio right to close tlio Straits of Canso to oni' fisher- 
men ; and to make her claim to csclnsivo jurisdiction over 
that body of water moru phiuBible, annexed Prioce Edward's 
Island. 

Numeroas Beiznres of American veasela were made and a 
Btraiiied condition of uffairs ensued, which lasted a number 
of years, and which leniporarilj culminated in 1843, in the 
seizure of an Amoriean CslilDg vessel, called the " Washing- 
Ion," in the Biiy of Fuudy, at a point more than ten milea 
from tlio nearest shore, This induced a jirotost from the 
'_ United States, in response to wliicli theEuglishGoremment 
Bgreod to waive tho UiVidlaud theory as far as it related to 
the Bay of Fundy, but not as to auy other bay or gulf. 
; The contention continued, and in 1851 tho Englisli 

Government unnotinced its intention of sending a fleet to 
tho fishing grounds for the purpose of enforcing its rights, 
I diplomiitic coiTeapondcnee ensued, nnd ut length, 
tt-2853, a lioard of arbitration was empowered to decide thii 
Mc of the controversy ; and decided that buys ten niilea 
pmoro in width, were to be considered as part of the ojjen 
Tliia was followed in IS54, by what haa been called 
groeiprncity treaty ; which, in considention of tho aboli- 
'\ of rl.o three-mile I'eslriction, and of the restorution of 
itho nglits to take fish, and to cure and dry the same on the 
Oiinadian CisiBta, which had been conceded without auy 
Mivalent in tho treaty of ITS^J, the United States agreed 
idmit nearly nil Canadian jiroducts free of duty. 
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This troftty by ita terma was to remnin in tame forT 
I years, and to continue iu force thereafter wntil after tivtlve 
I nioiitlis' notice of tlio Jtairo of either party to terniiuate it. 
During the continuance of thia treaty, the War of the 
I Bebellioii occurred ; onr national debt assumed ciioi'moaa 
1 proporiions ; our tariff iind internal tujcea were vastly 
moreascd to meet the exponsoa of the witr and the interest 
on tbedL'bt ; iiudiviiat in 1854 had seemed a mere bagatelle 
— viz., tlie duty on Canadian imports — assumed an import- 
ance, as an item of revenue, entirely disproportionate to the 
yaliiG of any additional fishing privileges which the treaty 
gave U9. Conaeqnenlly, in 18C5, the "United Slates gave the 
requisite twelve months' notice, and in 18G6 the treaty came 
to an end. Oanadii, having fur twelve years experienced the 
itdvautages of au nnrcatrictcd marliot in the United States 
(the direct pecuniary value of which in duties remitted, ulone 
amounted to $1,200,000, or $350,000 a yeai') was naturally 
leluctaiit to give them np, bo she ruttuiied to her former 
methods, construed theformer treaty in a narrow and illib- 
eral spirir, and let no opportunity slip to annoy and ontrage 
onr fisliermen. 

Meanwhile the United States Government was engaged 
in a eontroversy with the Eogiish Government over the 
claim for damages to American shipping, committed by the 
80-oalled Confederate cruiser "Alabama" during the "War 
of the Rebclhou," and a joint commission representing tbe 
two eomitries assembled in Washington in ISTl to negotiate 
a treaty, which should, if possible, arrange all nmtlore in 
dispute — including, of covirse, the fisheries question. 

Tlieir deliberations resulted in the Ireaiy of Wa.-hing- 
ton, by which our fisliermea, in addition to the rights coa- 
icrvuA by the treaty in 1818, received permission lo fish in 
the buys, harbors and crcelis of Qnehec, Nova Scotia, Ni^w 
, Brunswiclc, and Prince Edward's Island, and the iilsndt 
Kacent thereto ; and by which, alsiL fish nil aud fish of all 






i fish of inland likkeg unil lUh Tifi»>-i 
) to be admitted into eacli country fm. 
estion amso aa to whether the adotUaion of r 
e of dnty was a sufficieut oqaivulctil tot 
fishing piivilegea granted to tho Amerioun fl» , 
British Commissiouera insisted that it yrm r 
American Com mission era insisted that it wb^ 
offered to pay Grout Britain one million d«IIn: 
sidi-ratinn for tho right to use forever tho in. 
in common with tlie Englishand Cauitdiun ji,[ , 
parties could not agi'ee, and the question wax , ■ 
commiastun of three, cousieting of ono Ai. 
Canadian, and the Belgian Minisler to llio ?;. 
Six years later, iu 1877, this comniiBiion—,,. 
Belgian minister (for the Canadian and Ac,. 
miasioners disagreed)— decided that tho l.i , 
Bhould pay Great Britain J5,500,000 for U,, 
which, added to the 14,300,000 of dntifign,..'. 
the reciprocity treaty of 1854, madu tli« ■ 
♦9,700,000 paid hy the Unitod States f..^ ■■ - 
TTOB conceded by the treaty of 1783 t-, ' 
mancnt right. 

This was bad enough in all cons(i( , 
if posaihle worse, and more gallin;- 
charge was openly made by Professor 
the British scientific witness hcff.rt 
had acted as the official compil, ■ , 
meuta used in tho investigaliu,, 
fflpcnmenis had boen manm",), 
f misleading the con,: 
iates. 

. after f ri : 
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Some little attention was nttrictcd to tli€Be disclosiiroa 

Dt liio time, but j'resu inably from n fciir tli;it a public dis- 

■ cassiou of tiiera would reflect upun tlie party in power at 

tbe titno of llie negotiation of the tro;ity, no official iictloii 

s taken, and ttie mutter was permitted to drop out of 

■ fllglit. 

The treaty of Wushington also provided that eitb 
0:iiiad(i or the United States might export or import gooc 
yniw-s and merchimdise tlirough tlie other's territory free of 
duty, and iilso permitted anch goods, wares and mercluvndi^i 
as might bo curded tlirongli Crinada by rail frnm any point: 
in tho United States to another point in the United States, 
to p;iF8 through the Donnuion of Oanuda and re-enter tin 
Uiiitfd States free of doty. It also abandoned the right, 
wliich the United Stiitea had always claimed — and which 
England had always dreaded — to send oatprivateeraiucaBa 
of war. 

Indeed, talietj aa a whole, the ti-eaty of Waahington 

■may he fairly ranked as one of the greatest trinmphs of' 

British diplomacy. Having by their own privateers (for thi 

"Alabama" and her consorts, although oatc-nsilily "Coi 

' federate Cruisers," were in reality nothing more nor lei 

than British privateers, built and efjnipped for the expre: 

purpose of preying on American commerce) effectually 

driven our flag from tho oeean, they hoodwinked 

diplomatists into a reliiiqnishmeiit of the right to fit out 

similar cruiaerj, as a sort of a "sop," to make the payment' 

by Groat Britain of tho $15,000,000 damage award, a little 

I .ro palatable. .Verily, it would seem that for Ihc fii-st 

', ceirLiiry of its national existence, tlio diplomacy as well aa. 

1< tlie liniinoiai policy of the United States was a creature of 

p^ehiuieg and ci re um stance. In diplomniic matters, our 

p rest' n tat ivcs seemed to be guided by no permanent 

>tjlicy; and to he iiblu to see nothing beyond the immediata 
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ten at iasuo ; and oar whole finaticial policy v!ia iittcrlj 
ut iinythiiig like consiBteucy or sj-stom. 
truiUy yf Wiisbiiigtuii wiia to remuin in force for 
irs ; mid wa3 hliun subject to alii-ogatiott, as to oiTLuia 
6 parts, on two years' notice by fitlier party. 
"■-It* gross unfairnesB to Llie United St;i.te3 was so appar- 
ent, thiit un the 3r(I of Miirch, 18S3, (almo.st as booh aa 
tlie treaty permitted) Cungreaa directed the I'residunt to 
give the requisite notice to teriuiaiito certain articles of it, 
and thaa, in 1685, the subject waa again a matter of dispute 
between the two countries. The avowed policy of Canadian 
statesmen seems to have been to force the United Statca 
into a reciprocity treaty, which would practically secure 
commcrciiil nniou between that CGunlry and Canada, and 
with that idea in view, Canada iiDmediatdy commenced to 
iiniioy and harass American fiahermen, claiming tiiat the 
setting aside of the Wasliingtoii Treaty revived that of 1S18, 
and under the provisions of tho latter, the ri^-ht of our 
fishormen to enter Cauiidian harbors or bays, ur to conio 
within tlie tbreo-milo limit for any other purpof^e than 
Bheltor, repairing damages, or to purchase wood iind water, 
was iibsoUitC'ly denied ; and several Americiin fishing vessels 
Were seized and condemned by the Canadian aiilhoritleH, 
who were evidently determined lo enforce their own bivrsh 
construction of the treaty of 1818, in the nii)8t offensive 
and nnneighborly manner. Meanwliile, during llio pen- 
dency of tlie treaty of "Washington, Canada harl been 
investing largely in i-ailroad enterprises, and liad snbsiilized 
one traiia-coiitinoutiil line {the Odiiadiiui PaciDc) to the 
Client of about *130,000,00O. Theso railways, laldng 
adviinta^e of the clause iu the treaty of Wuahington wliieh 
pcrmiUcil tho transit of goods in bond throtigji Canadiim 
Territory into American, and vive versa, witbuut thu pay- 
ment of duty, had obtained cuntral by building, puicliaa-ing 
or leasing, of numerous connecting Hues, which gave them 



I im 



CANADA AND THE DNITKD STATES. 

.lleti and inlets to all of tlie principal American cities 

4 liiul lliiii bccomu oi)cii coiii[»piiior3 w-itli tho Aniencan 
iiB-L'iiuuuciital lines !uy Aniei'ii.-aii kisinesa. Tlie follow- 
esiriiuts from nil addi'CAi muilo by General Jamea H. 
Ieoii befuvo tlie Coiiiiuillee on Commerce of the House 
Ili'lircsciitaiivos on .Marijli 13, 1888, will show to what 
an esLcnt this Irafliu liad grown ; and also that a fueling o( 
iiipiiLiL'Uce iiiid begim to develop nmong Americana at tlio 
uniicigliborly imd piggisli attitude of Canada, in refusing 
trdiiiaiT hospitality to Americun fishermen, while robbing, 
ihe Americiiu railways of millious of dullura worth of bOfc- 
eiioli year. 

Tlic fiimplo fiict is that while the arrangements under 
consideration are reciprocal in theory they are one-sided m 
praelice, and inure tenfold more to the advantage of the 
Canadian people than to that of tho American railroads 
the American people. NeTertholeES, ns I have stai 
before, tiic amendnieuta which I have had the honor to 
oCer 10 the Iiiler-Siale Commerce Act do not cover, nor are 
they intended to interfere in any way with the particular 
transit trade carried on under the provisiona of Article 
IX of the treaty of 1S71 . I make this statement clear 
lud distinct, fiti- tlio Bpeeiu,! information of the Chicago 
ioard of Trade, and of those who have shared its appre- 
sion». 

"f^orond. Under the pi'oviEiona of paragraphs 3000 to 

K!Ofi incliibive, of the Iteviaed Statutes, together with cer- 

1 regnlaiiona theronndor, issued by the Secretary of the 

SrettSLiry, a transit ti-iido of great extent and value is cjtr- 

1 on between the Eastern, Western, and Pacific States 

I Territories through the agency of the Canadian rail- 

jadK, and certain American railroads owned and controlled 

y them. And it id to this variety of the transit trade to 

h I invite your most careful attention, 

[tsc-enis to have grown np^n /■!/)««« with the Domin- 



ion system of railroaiJs. It is now ciinicd on principally 
by three Oiinailiuii roilroails and raMroiid Bjstema : 

" 1. The Canada Soiilliorn Railroad, opened for bnsincEa 
in 1873. It was biiiitj it is imderstood, entirely under 
American auspices, if not with American caiiital, and is 
now controlled by (he Michigun Central Railroiid Company 
in tlie interest of the New York Oentnd syatom. Its main 
lino ruiiB from Windsor, Ontario, to Suspension Bridgo, 
and, with ita tirtincliea, is 3G2Ai miles long. 

"2. The Grand Trunk Riiilwuy o! Canada, ^ritlt amain 
line extending from Portland, Me., to Detroit, Mich., a 
distance of SOI miles : another from N'iagara Fulla io Wind- 
sor, Ontario, 229 miles, hranebea and esteusions eufficient 
to give it a total length of 3,924,5 miles. The road was 
Opened from Portland to Montreal, mostly through Ameri- 
o)i& Territory it will be obserTcd, in 1853 ; from Montreal 
to Quebec in 1854, from Montreal to Toronto in 186G ; and 
from Montreal to Port Sarnia and Port Huron, on the St. 
Clair River, in 1858. It acquired hj purchaee and con- 
Btmction a line now known as the Chicago and Grand 
Trunk, extending from Port Huron to Chicago in 1870. 
and the whole line was opened for through business in 
1880- A part of this system, known as the Great Wes- 
tern Railway, was completed in 1854, but was not consoli- 
dttted with the Grand Trunk till 1882. 

"This system first began to do a transit business in 
impnrled mercliaodise, in a small way, from Toronto to 
CoUingwood on Georgian Bay, Lake Haron, in 1854; but 
it never became a great comiietitor of the Americiin Trunk 
lines till 1880, nor becamo a groat disturber of rates till 
1682. 

"It Wii3 bailt for political and military as well as for 
oommereial purposes, Iihb receivc<I frequent gnhsidics from 
tJifl Canadian Govornmenta, and has always had more or 
leaa of their fostering care.- Ever ginco its through liaea 
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,irere opened, it has enjoyed the privilege of unrestricted 

competition with the American mads betwet^n the WcbB 
iiud all poinla in Lhe Atlantic States that it could re 
It has eujoycd all the privilfgos of an American railroad ; 
it has been aclive, aggrcehive, uud iiuscrDpulotis, aud hai 
.inflicted great injury upon its ompetifora. 

The Canadian PaciSc Kailway extends from iSaa- 

.real to Port Moody and Vancouvej-, on the Pacific Ocean, 
a distance of 2,905.3 miles. At Jlontreal it connects wit^ 
the Intercolonial Railway, running from that place to 
Halif.ix, Nova Scotia, 678 miles. Tiie latter road and it« 
branches are owned aud operated by lhe Government of 
Canada. The total distance from Halifax to Vancouver ia- 
therefore 3,583 miles; and the total length of main h'no 
^nd branches of the two eystems is 5,522 miles. Theip 

[gregale cost and capitalization are $206,0^,852, besidei 
baidy of 35,000,000 acres of public lands, all of vhioh^ 
both money imd land, has come directly or indirectlj 
from the Dominion of Canada, which gmuantccs the intor- 
est on the funded dtbt, and also dividends upon the enpitij 
stock till August, 1S03. Notwithstanding the prilicelj 
subsidies which tbis corporivtion has received, the lengtli q^ 
line which it has constructed, lhe monopoly which it liai 
secured, and the high political mission it has filled in bioQl< 
ing together tlio widely separated provinces of the Domin- 
mnuagers are not yet satisfied. Spnrtiing all 
jestraint, it has finally overleaped the boundary line ant 

Idly invaded the territory of the United States. With 

ue Englisli effrontery it ignoi-cs the nnthority of CongresB, 
r»nd under the thin disguise of a charter procured by 
ti'ickery aud deception, if not by fraud, from ihe Legisla- 
tare of Maine, it is now huihlitig a cut off through th.^ 
northcru part of that State to St. Andrews, New Bnin 

ick, with all the rapidity tlutt lhe unlimited contiol oj 

lea and money can commiind. 
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" Jast what the volume and value of the transit traffic is, 
it is ini|inpsibl6 for me to state, but the etatlstica are doubt- 
leaa in t!ie ]ios8ession of the Bureau of StatiBties, or can ba 
wore reudily obtained by it than by any private in<iividaal, 
and I vcatui'e to sugggat t!iat, wliatovor other action may 
be taken by your commLttM in respect to this important 
matter, it should not fail tu cull for the statistics in ques- 
tion. Some idea may be had of its enormous volume from 
the statement made by ihc Chicago Hoard of Trade that 
the Grand Trunk alone 'received from its rail coanections 
at the Detroit River, and at its lake ports on Lake Huron 
and Georgian Bay, during the year 1888, 1,629,383 tons of 
United Stntes pvoducta,' which it tnmsported eaatbound 
throngh the Domiuion of Canada in bond and reentered 
the United States fi'ee of dtity. This, as near as I can 
make out, was something like 15 per ceut. of the entire 
Tolnme of east-bound business from that region. Tlie 
eniire buuuesB by the various Canadian routes east and 
west bound cannot be lees than 5,000,000 tons dead weight, 
and has been estimated by an expert at 7,000,000. 

"It is well known that the Grand Trunk Railway, by 
means of its Cliicago and Michigan counectJotis and branch 
lines, and by those which connect it with Portland, Me., 
nndcr the privilege allowed it by the laws and Treasury 
regulations lieretofore cited, is the great beneficiary of the 
Crunsit trade. It has been sliown that tiie Canadian 
Pacific, under the same lawa and regulations; has been frco 
almost from the day it was opened, by means of the bonded 
Pacific Coast Steamship Company, and by its connections 
with the roads running north and east from St. Paul to the 
Canadian border, and by its connections at Nlngara Falls, 
Kingston, St. Albans, and Montreal, to cany any business 
it e»n secure between San Francisco on the west, to New 
York and Boston on the east. 

" It should be remembered that these roads constitute 
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more than one-half of tlie entiro railroad mileage of tl 
British possoBsioDB ia Kortli America, that one of them m 
hailt f<ji' military and political pnrpoass by the Governmei 
of the Dominion and uodur the special cnconragement aa 
sanction ot the British Governinent, for the purpose of cai 
rying out its echeme for federating its North America 
colonies; that hoth of them bavo been hearily sabsidize 
by the Dominion Government for purposes antagonistic, : 
not absolutely hostile, to our national interests, ftnd till 
they are not only absolutely free from any control by ns, < 
from the Dominion Government to make whatever lot 
or through rates they please, but, as matter of fact, are fi 
qneutly engaged in cuttiu g the rates of the American trm 
lines, paying rebates, granting paeses, chargiug more for 
short haul than for a long one, and entering into all Itin( 
of private arrangements with their American conn ectioi 
and their American shippers, to the prejudice and injni 
of the American Trunk lines, whose hands are bound i 
respect to all those and many other matters by the Intel 
State Commerce Act. 

" It is also tlio fact that, while the Canadian railways ai 
enjoying these extraordinary privileges, unheard of in an 
other country, tlie Dominion Government has protected r 
Pacific line by a practical monopoly of all the businesa o 
or tributary to it, and positively refuses to allow America 
railways to take wheat out of Manitoba, haul it through I 
"United States, and redeliver it in Canada free of duty j an 
this is a fact which cannot be successfully denied, 
only is it true, but it is also true that the Dominion Go? 
ernmeut haa refused, and still refuses, to permit the peopl 
ot Manitoba to build an independent railway to conned! 
with the American system of railroads, and thia refusal I 
.made for the avowed purpose of continuing and protectil^ 
.the monopoly which the Canadian Pacific Eailway has t 
the biisiness of that region, The unjust and oppreesin 



CANADA AND THE nKITED STATES. 53 

Kit of tliG DommioD GoreromGiit, Goatrolled aa it Is 

Sie Cauadian Pacific King, ia matter of public notoriety, 

■ and has been the subject of earnest aud repeated remon- 
strances at Ottawa on the pttrt of the people of 3[anitoba 
witbui the last thirty daya, but bo far without effect. 

" But this is not all. While tliey or their connections ab 
Chicago, Detroit, BufEalo, New Tork, St. Albans, Boston, 
Portland, and San Francisco are compelled by the Inter- 
state Commerce Act to make their throngh rates to all 
American points public, the roaiis lying whnlly in Canada, 
forming parts of their through Unea, existing wholly under 
Canadian lutv, aud managed by officers and directors 
entirely beyond our jurisdiction, are under no reatvietions 
whatever aa to rebates, drawbacks, passi's, constructive 
mileage, car niileiige allowances, or any other of the nura- 
berloBS devicts by which one line gains advantage over 
anothor, or by which a long thfongli line gives advantage 
to a Bhort connection. 

"The trouble with Canada and the Canadian Railroads 
is tliat we have become acenstomed to treat them as though 
ttey were not foreign and did not belong to a furt'igii 
empire. Th^y es|icct to have till the benefits of unrestricted 
trade withuut any of the Umitalions and burdens which 
aro imposed so freely upon our own railroads and citizens. 

" They and their attorneys claim that in carrying freights 
between American points 'the Canadian Railroads have 
conformed to the letter and spirit oE the Inter-State Act as 
rigidly as bate their Americ;tn competitors,' But inaamnch 
H3 tliat act requires no duty whatever from the roads wholly 
in Canatbi, and no ditty from their American connections, 
except to publish their thi'ough rates, the absnrdily <if this 
claim is at once apparent. No one in his right mind oan 
enccessfully contend for a moment that tlie Grtat Trunk 
or tho Canadiuti Pacific pays any more iiLtentiori to tlio 
Jnter-Stato Commerce Act in Canada, than if it were so 
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nncli waste paper. They are perfectly free to violate CTer 
one of its provisions, from the fiiBt paragraph to the 1 
and, as n matter of fact, ila only effect, so far as they a 
concerned, is to make it all the easier for them to ohoa 
and dceeive, if uot to actually pick the pockets of thei 
Amencan rivals, wlio are bound by the law and subject I: 
the surveillance of the Commii^i oners and the punishmea 
of the courta. 

"If the Caimdian railways were not subsidized and snp 
ported by the Dominion Government, if tliey were not ai 
essential part of the macl]ini.>ry used for bindiiig the Brit 
iab empii-e together, and in caso of need to transport armie 
and military munitions against our frontier ; if they wei 
not freo from our lociil and general luwe, aud also free i 
do all the things which have been pointed out, and, i 
ehort, were not daily doing tliem to our detriment lui 
injuiy, we should have no cause of complaint against them 
But BO long aa the facts remain as they are, so longaa thoi 
railroads run through a foreign country and are controllei 
by aliens, under foreign laws, and for purposes which, I 
say the least, are foreign to ns and hostile to our perms 
nent national interests, it can be regarded as no more thai 
prudent if we shut tlicm out of our transit traffic along ou 
northern border, just as we shut foreign ships out of c 
coasting tr^ide. 

" The groat ropuhlio, in the words of Prince Bismarcl^ 
'fears notiiiiig but God.' It lias no apprehension for i 
safety, and but little for its poaco from its neighhors of th 
Dominion ; but it should not forget that the Dominion ba 
an area of 3,500,000 square miles and a population of aboo 
5,000,000 souls, and is backed up by the whole Brills 
empire, upon whoae possessions it is the Englisltman 
l)oast that ' the sun never seta,' tliat ' her drum be* 
encircles tlie world,' that 'her sliips fill every sea,' an 
that her population is not less than 300,000,000 souls, ] 
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sliould not furget tliat it lias hail difficultlcB before vitli 
that Hnhcrstil bully, ami « ill probably bavo tlicm aguin ; it 
Bhoakl not forget tliat it. has. out nf its abundance aad 
gooil-iiahirii, nurtured iind fostfrcd the ISrilisli bantling on 
our borders, enriched ita ruilroiida, putroiiizod its cmiale, 
granted it the right of free transit tliroiigh our territorios, 
edrichud ita shojilsoepera, and generally treated it with 
nmiAble liljendity ami inJiffcrcnoe. Kow that the stibjcot 
has become of enough importance to be couBideced, Con- 
gress should not forgL't to act in aceordanco with its own 
ideas of interest and duty, oren if Canuda should 'retali- 
ate/ We have liad reciprocity enough, encli as it has 
been; now let us try what virtue there is in insisting npon 
our right to mnnnge our own uffjiirs in our own w;iy, while 
leaving tho Dominion and the other dcpeiidencica of the 
British crown (if there are any others) in North America 
to mnniige their oivn In a similar way. Wo have played 
second Gddlc long enough. Let the British Guvernmout 
spend just as much mouey as it plt^ases for fortificatioua ; 
let it subsidize and support as mriny railrnads as it thinks 
nfceasary to tie tlie British empire togeiLer; let it open 
and improve one or more of its (Canadian) seaports, and 
let it retaliate just as aud when It pleases. But let it do 
all these things without our help or connivance ; and then, 
it in God's Pi'ovidence tho Ciinadian Dominions do not 
como otherwise under the sway and the uses of the Union, 
hen a great emergency arises which seema to demand it, 
fihaW go and tiike them," 
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DtTRiNG the iieriod from 1885 to 1888 the ill feeling 
growing out of Oannda'a treatment of tho fisheries question 
increased j and Itogan to assume proportions whidi indi- 
cuted a poEsible outbreak of liostiliLics betn'eeii the two 
OOUntrieB. 

A temporary arrangement was entered into between the 
then American Secretary of State, Mr. Bayard, of Delaware, 
and tho British Minister; and President Clevebmd recom- 
mendeLl the appointment of a commission to negotiate a 
new treaty. Congress, liowever, refused to authorize sach 
a commission, but in March, 1887, passed a joint resolo- 
tion authorizing Ihe President in case Tesaele of the United 
States were, or tlien httely had been denied or abi'idged in 
the righls secured to them by treaty or law ; or any rights 
secured by Canada to the moat favored nations, whether 
vessels liceused fur trading or other vessels, or have been 
nnjiistly vexed, to close our ports to veesela of tho British 
Dominion of Novlh Amcriea, "and also to deny entry into 
any port or place of the United States of fresh fish or salt 
fish, or any other product uf said Dominion, or other goods 
coining from said Dominiim to the United States." 

President Cleveland, however, did not avail himself of 
the powers granted by thi; resolution ; but being apparently 
dosiroua of seotiring a permanent settlement of the question 
by a new tre^ity, he appointed three commissioners to meet 
an equal number appointed on behalf of Great Britain, 
I notwithstanding the fact that Congress bid expressly 
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^proved of Hudi a sottlement. Tliecommissioners, tliua 
appmnt.od, rrcomnjrndeil a treaty, which waa in August, 
1883, reifctPi) !>y llie ITiiitc.l States Senate, by a strict party 
Tote — the Republioiins still having. control of ibat body. 

PivibiLhly, the Kppublican Senators were largely iuflu- 
enccd ill their ;ictii»n, hy the faut that a Presicleniial elec- 
tion was then peniliug ; and Mr. Cleveland being a candi- 
diito for re-ekieti»n, tlipy were nnwiliiiig that his adminis- 
tnitioi) should hnvo the presti^'c which might accompany 
the eiiccesaful settlement of this great conlroverBy. 

Whatever their moiivcs mny have been, the nltimate 
pcanlts of tlieii" nari'ow- minded partisanship — as will be 
set'n in the seqacl — were moat disastrous to tlie country. 
PortliB llrst time in iis histiiry, the Senate hud discusB<'d 
this treaty in open session. Diplomatic discussions of this 
kind had previously always -taken place in execntive 
Beeaion, with closed doors, lint n muvement had been 
made to Biiiicreede whiit some dcmngogues of that day 
called iho " Star Chamber" system of executive sessionsj 
and this treaty happening to come up for discussion at tha 
time when this agitiitlon was at its height, the Senate, by a 
close vote, decided that the discnsaion of it should be held 
with open doors. Much partisan feeling was exhibited on 
biith sides during the dobatea. The Republicans took very 
BtroQg ground against the treaty ; eluiining that it surren- 
dered valiialilo rights which had always been conceded to 
the TTiiited Stutes ; and gravely charged the President and 
Secretary Bayard with being deairons of fostering British 
intei-e.its, at the expense of their own countrymen. The 
Jtcpnblican press thronghout the country took up this cry; 
tlie I'rosident was roundly denounced as an English eym- 
pathijior ; and the rejection of the treaty by llie Senate waa 
bailed by Ihcso pa-ty organs as a wcll-doscrved rebuke to a 
President and a Secretary of State who were willing to 
make such disgraceful eoncessioiis to En;;laiid. 
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B A few daya uttur the rejection at the treaty, Pre^idetil 

Hulcvelnnd a^onisluHl tlicoonntry, nndcspi-cifilly tlioBcpiib 

Bioii) Soniitoi-g, by a Bpecial mcssige, in wliich lie rpqiiestec 

Bereaicr iiowera to inflict retaliiilory nieasare-s upon Canuda 

Rliao bnil boon given liini bj the juttit ro^liittoa of Con 

Mrees jia=sed in 188". 

P This mo^Eago, as a matter of course, created a profonnd 

tBenGation in Canada and Greiit Britain, as well as tbrough" 

Pont the TJiiitod States. 

I The President ivas charged by his political opponent! 

I'witli iQcimsisfeiicy ; in that he had not attempted to nw 

■ the retaliatory powers already given liim, and jiroved theii 
' iiisiif^cioney, before asking for additional ones ; bnl; aftoi 

consiiUrable wningliiig and debate, Congress passed an act| 
giving him Ihe powei' he aakcd fur, A Btrict enforcement 

■ of this wonld give almost a deathblow to tho Cimadian 
f^Rllilwiiy iiuos ; as a very I;irge proportion of their traffic 
m!fia& American biisitjess, without which most ot theia cou}<l 
' Bearccly expect to pay ninning esponses. The Gnances of 

tho Dominion were iilso in a very bad way, owing to the 
largo siibsidica piiid these rnilways. and to indebtedness con- 
— tr.ictud for oauiils, and other public improvenienta ; so that 
Bpractical non-intercourse with tho United States maimt 
Rn"aelieiil bankruptcy for Ciin.ada. And now, the most 
Knri'Jiis phase of the whole controvcrsey developed itselfi 
iThe Caiiadiiina were diviJod into two parties ; ono favors- 
Kioto cool inncd English rale ; and tlie other deairoiia. -ol 
fcommercial, and if necessary, political union with 
BJnited States. Strange to say, both these parties eon- 
K^ved it ,to he to their iiitoresl to increase the tensios 
Ketwoon the two Governments, even to the point of war; 
Bmt for roas JUS which wore diametrically opposed to eacli 
Bother. Tho Uritish sympathizers supposed that a 
Bpotwoen England and the Uniiod States in the thDU 

■ itn'jneetinn'ibly dorenaales? comlition of the latter power,' 
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il not fail to resull favorably to En^lancl, and tlint the 

lattcr'a hold upon Canuda would tliei'cbj become etrouger 

attd mote dirout than befoiv. The other parly dwirfd war, 

beoiinse tlioy felt confident that no mutter liow tiiccessful 

Englund might be at the outset, in bomijarding and 

dcBtrojing the seaport cities of the United States, yet she 

could never establJeli a fouthold on shore, and ihitt tho 

United States would inevitably take poEaeesion of Canad.i, 

uud thus bring itbout tho union of AniencaQ nud Cunadian 

^k^ireats which they so much desired, 

^BXn ooneequeticc of these two ECts of opinions among the 

^Hmdiau politicians, tlie Canadiiui Government adopted n 

^^B| of cotiduet towards Americans which eoou became 

^^Kuly unboiirable. Aniericnn fishing boats wore seized 

^^B condemned on the most flimsy pretexts. Aincricaa 

^Hjiisl.a were stopped at the Canadian frontier, and aub- 

^Elted to the most humiliating and rudo treatmejit.. under 

^ttg pretense of custom-liouae esaminatiou, Tho mails to 

^Bjl. from tliG United Stutcs were delayed and tampered 

^^n by Gumidian oflieiaTs, and every possible means of 

^^KiyancG and insult wbieh Ciiuadian ingenuity coald 

^H^eive of, wa^ put in operation ugiiiust tbe per^^onsand 

Hfeperty of duch Americans as happened to come under 

^Kuadiau jurisdiction. Conciin-ently with this, the news- 

^Kurs on both sides wero full of denunciatory and inflam- 

^^Bi^y articles, and tliu old Irisli funiau ]iurty in the Uul- 

^^fetiues came to the front once more, as a disturbiug 

^^pieat. 

^^Ut small body of these men established a so-called 
^^wnp of ob. nervation," at a point ou the Canada boundary 
^Ht.near Rouse's Pi<Jnt ; sind with tho nsnal flourish and 
^uster which characterizo the race, announced ihcirinten- 
■Kn to march on Jlontrea!, as soon as their riuiks should 
■^n cruite 1 to a cevtaiu nuntber. The Governor of the 
^^■6 of ^ew York called gut a regiment of militia to hold 
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tlieeo fellows in check temporarily, until a iletaclmient of 

United Stntea (roops, wliichi had been ordcved to the 

jif trouble bj the President, could rc-iH-'h there. Sleanwhila 

^c Canadian authorities had ordered troops to the scone 

I action, who ennarapcd on the Canadian side of the boun- 

Hiry line, in plain sight of the American militia and tha 

Irish feniana. The Canadian newspapers went intoEpasms 

of indignant protest at wli:tt they called this "barefaced 

threat to inyade Canada," and altogether affiiii-s had gotten 

into such a condition that the merest spark was certain to 

produce an esplosion. This was in the autnmn of 1889. 

In November of that year, the long expected spark made its 

tppeai'ancc, and produced the long dreaded explosion. 

nvcrul of the foniuns hnd left their camp one ufternooa, 

fed had visited a drinking saloon on Canadian territory, 

!r lite boundary line. 

Meeting some Canadian soldiers there, bolh parties got 

■unk, and a quarrel ensued, during which pistol eholB wore 

r exchanged, and nnmerouB bayonet and Babre cotft 

pre given and received. The Irishmen being ontnum- 

vere gradually driven towards the boundary line, 

4ioro they were met by a large party of iboir fi-icnde, who 

ring the noiao of the fighting, had rushed to tlie assist- 

iif their companions. Thus rcitnforccd, they boat ihe 

fcnadiane buck to their own side of tho line, but not being 

bislied with this, pursued tlieni for Homo distance un 

ptindian tfrritory. Here meeting further Canadian troops, 

■ ^ '-'•' ----- --Yorsed again, and tlio Irishmen 
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The American militia 
n line, on tha American 
•;t callud to arms at iha 
iUjil ns they marched 
.< "f on]ili\i'wg Lhu IriitU 
olimont, llii-y ni'fo fired 
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f the Ciin)u.Han troops, either by miatuke 
toy, und aeveral were killed and wounded. 
Thfy retnrned the volley (it is claimed, without orders) 
i aoToral Cflnwliune were also killed and wounded. 

tlenglb, in obodieiice to the iirdauiis effiii'ta of the 

Icera on both sides, the fighting ceaeod ; but not until 

a bad been six killod jinrl tliirty-tbree wonnded among 

3 Wall and Atouricana. and foar killed uiid twenty-one 

lunded among the Canadians. 

I From testimony taken in a subsequent invoatigation, it 
ms tbat both commandci's claimed to be ou their own 
ritory ; and Ihe burden of enJeiice would aeom to con- 
i thoir claims that there bud beeu no actual technicul 
of territory on riihor side ; but that tlie two 
kioa bad simply stood each on their own ground, and 
it at each other acroas the houndary line. 

a oill.brwik, howevor. afforded the Canadian politi- 

9 the opportunity they had lnug beeu waiting for, and n 

Eiltitlon pueaed both branches of tlio Dominion parKa- 

it, by nil almost unanimous vote, declaring war agatnat 

I United Slntea, subject to the approval of the Imperial 

PTernmetit. 

t boing just the comm&ncement of the winter season, 
1 tlifrcfom a most imfavornble time to nndcrtiiko hnatili- 
r.-boMi shlos sought to gain time, and u vohiniiuous 
>ndoneo onauod ; during which both tbo 
a and England were eierting every effort to 
"lO struggle whinh waa conaidered to be iiicvi- 
n M spring opened. Work waa pushed night 
" nliflniahod war vessels ; ar.d a hirge foroi! of 
^liwcnl lit work upon the son-coast fdrta to tiy 
I tbi.'m o-t much as possible. Adiliiinniil 
mgbt from tbo interior and monuted io tlio 
inicticable ; and tlie hurry and huatlii q£, 
g noticeiible from one end of tlie counj 
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the other. As jet, war liad not been defiuitelj declarod, 

uxcept by Canada, and tlic Prtsident ]uid issuofi no call 

for troops; but everybody know thut the call could not 

be long delayed; aud the "Grand Army Men," as the 

Teleraua of Ihe War of the lieUoliion Btykd tliemselves, 

organized thomaelveii into battalions and regiment?, and 

yiaet and drilled two or threo times fi week, ami were ready 

rto respond instantly to tbe call uf tito President, xs soon as 

Vlt fibonld bo issnod. An curollDieut of these volunteer 

r-jwaociatious, taken on January 1, 1S90, showed a total of 

r«ver 300,000 veterans ready and ansions to go to the froat 

I,' onco more. 

Besides these, thera were enthusiastic yuung meu by the 

^million, who bud been children during the War of tbe 

Eebellion, but who were flred with a patriotic desire to 

resent tho outrages and insults which they thong! it their 

country had received at the hands of Camnla. 

As far as the land forces were concerned, nothing more 

could be desired. Tlie Government, it was evident, would 

F he enibiirrassed by a superabundanee of force, rather than 

■'a Jack of it; and tlie indications were that within thirty 

days iiftur war was declared, a thorongiily well drilled, 

well eqnipped, well armed, and well officered array of at 

loast half a million of meu, would bo ready to overrun 

Canada in the sliorlest possible space of time. The more 

J entliasiastic ones, claimed that tbe campaign would bo over 

W/ia. thirty days after the bouudaiy line was crossed. Others 

^'llidd that the war might last sixty days, and here and there 

s or two might be found who thought that possibly it 

Ji'liiight tike all summer. There was no difference of 

[jinion !iB to the rrsidt, Tlie only diScrenecs were as to 

letiine it would require to bring it about. The idea that 

tthis over-ivheiniing and magnificent force could receive 

hing iipproauliing a defeat, or even a clieok, in ita 

ll'VJeioi'ion^ ciiroer tlu-o;i;;h Canadii, never entajc^ apybody'g 
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But tlicre wore uumorouB bets taads on lliQ 
exolmiigeB iinil plsewherc, as to tlio nitmbe!' of dajs iho 
Oiim|iiiigii would JiiBt. Tbe wliolo eoiinti'y acGtiiGd to be iu 
tt bliizo of mllitiiry enlbiisiasm, and it bouiime all Lbe rugo 
[di- yonnj mfii lo chaff each other about "Bpendiiig m'xt 
summer in Ciiniida." On the surface, iherefuro, everj thing 
.appeared sati.<f!tctoiy, and tlio only upparent drawbsvck wai 
a feoling that Canada couldn't offur reeiatanco enough to 
m-.ihe the struggle even an iiitererting om-. Uuder this 
appitrent coiifldtiiee, however, there wns a vast nmount of 
(iiixioi]9 forelioding iu the ra^nds of a, few of the more 

Biglitfnl iTsident^ of our seubimrd citifs. 
['bese men knew the niterlj defcnselM's condition of onr 
Is. Tliey knew how iibaiirdly i.'iadrquaty oar Niivy was 
)pe with that nf England. They ijaii seen ihc fiist pas- 
:er i*t(>am9liips of the Cuuavd tind olher English lines, 
(two of wliifih, belonging to tiic Inman line, Iho " City of 
New York," and tlie "City of Pitris," wore owned by 
Amerioans) withdrawn from tlio passenger serTioe, and 
trauaformod into armed cruisere in aecordance wilh the 
terms of the contracts by which tho English Government 
paid Ihom ail annual subsidy or ronta), nmonntiiig to about 
] fidir per cent, of thdr cost. The cable had brotight news 
.of the feTcri"?h activity which reigned in all tha English 
ryards and arsenals. 

Df coiiri^e, details of these prepurntions were not forlji- 

^mg ; but the utmost reticence of the officiaia could not 

'al the fact that war |Mepuratiotia on an immcufe scale 

being pushc I forwanl with the utmoKt rapidity. 

!orinwhile tbu Americans wei'c not idle. Cougress had 

I calh'd ill special sc-'sioii liy the Prcaideut, in view o£ 

gravity of the situation, and mimenae ai'pi'oiii'iationa, 

pcgatiilg between $--'00,000,000 mid 4^00,000,000 were 

1 thi'otij;h b-nh houses in frantic hasti,' ; and atiemun- 

i effurt was m id^ at a vast expense, t) louk the stable 
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door, which had bo long been invitingly left open. There 
was no time to build large Tessela or heavy gnna; bo the 
greatest efforts were made to perfect a system of harbor 
obstructions and torpcdoca. All sorts of experiments were 
trii'd ill this dircc-tiou ; and tiie wliole inTcntive genina o£ 
the couDtrj seemed to be puzaling itself oyer the problem 
of 81'lf-defense. 

Of course it goes without saying that the newspapers in 
all three countries reaped a rich hai-veet. Ko mimir was 
too absurd or Betisationiil to Qiid bcliovers, and the public 
laiud wlis wrought up to an intensity of feeling ou both 
sides, thiLb was almost iucouoeiTable ia its bitteroess and 
rancor. 

In March, 1800, tho excitement was, if posf^iWe, inten- 
siflod by ft remiirkablo spwch delivered in the British House 
of Commons by Lord Randoliih Churchill. This noble- 
man had been a prominent Ggiire in English p'llitics for 
several ycare, and had lioll nnmerons Government posi- 
tions — among them Chancelhir of tho Exehoqner, and 
leader of tho riou.-e of Commons. lie was a man of 
unquestioned ability, but bad come to be regarded by the 
older and more coiiscrvaiivo public men, as too eccentrio 
and too unmanageable for a leader. 

He had, therefore, been reduced to the ranks — so to 
speak — in Parliament, and bad been chaflng for two or 
three years in what teemed to him to be a i)osition nlterly 
unworthy of bis talents and experience as a pafliamentarian 
and debater. The present occasion afforded him an oppor- 
tunity, which bo was not slow to cmbnice, of putting him- 
self once more in a prominent position before tha English 
public. 

His speech was entirely unexpected, and creiited Ihe 
utmost excitement on both sides nl the ocean. It was dur- 
ing a deuate ou a bill authorizing some of the eslracrdi- 
nary expenditures for arming and preparing war ships, etc.. 
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" Wbicli tlie AJmiriiUy were then muking. Tlie deba'.e had 

1110 oil sluepiiy and stiqiidly, as such debates iiEimlly do, 

iti) one ovuniug in Murch. Lord Clitircliitl tlirew whi.E 

fttved to be a veriUble bombsbt-ll into tbe discupsiun. In 

ii'kalilo speech, his Lordship traced thti whole bis- 

i-y of tlic diflert'iices between ibo Uuiled States and Ctm- 

^, from 17B3 to 1889. Hi3 point of view, of eourrc, waa 

I intensely Erigtisb one, and he justified Canada entirely 

ithc conrse Bhe hud thus far seen 6t to pursne. 

I And then, as his listeners wore e:5pL'ctiTig bim to 

fcounee himself as heartily in fiivor of tho pending bill, 

iuddenly cimnged tho whole aspect of the debate by 

'■But whnt baa Can, da ever done fur England, 

^t we should make these c-normoiie expenditures of money, 

i riak a \v:iv with Bueh a poiverful nation as tho United 

btcs, merely for ber benefit ? Has she evt-r contribnted 

fenny to ihe Imperial treasury ? Never I Uus she even 

i tho e:tpBnsoa of troops and vessels sent ont by tlio 

Brial Government to protect ber interests? TTcvcr I 

B{tfi Bba admitted the prodncts of the Mother Country 

f her porta free of dnty ; or, failing in that, baa ebe ever 

3 any discrimination, however small, in favor o£ our 

roducts, OB against tboae of tbe United States, or any 

aier country ? Never I She taxes onr prodncta, and 

llilo chiimiug onr proteclion whenever she gels imo 

"Eonlty, utterly refuses to contribute anything to our 

|eA8ury. I tail, Sir, to sou anytbiug like reoiprocity here. 

( nse a homely American comparison, 'It is like tho 

pdle of a jug — iill on one side.' If Imjieri.-fl proleetion 

Wortli having, it ia worth paying tor ; and if Canada or 

^ray other outlying portion ul this great British Emph'e, ia 

n<it williug to cuiitributo its share of taxation to tbe Impo- 

. I'ial treasury, I am distinctly and deeidcdly in favor of hav- 

j Imperial protection withdrawn." 

■ At this point of hia lordship's address, the inlcn'Op- 
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SO numerous and iieralatout,, that lie was obliged 
b su'poiid liis romarks for » tew moments. After a eem^ 
pince of oi-der had been reetored, the Premier arose and 
9gged tlio ]>rivilego of asking liis LorJsliip one question. 
"Do I under^trind his LordBliip to say that Iib is in 
If otonr permitting the United States to overran and 
inex Oanadii, without llf ling u hand or firing & gau in ber 
balf r 
As soon as tlio applanse which greeted this qneation bad 
subsided, Lord Churchill eaid ho "thanked his Lordsbip 
for having put the quesiion to liim in that categorical man- 
ner, bociinse it enabled him to bo equally spcciflo and 
explicit in hia reply," 

Ho then went on, and in a most impassioned manner 
Httacked the United States as a great, overgrown, bullying 
and coocoited nation. He traced our wondcrfnl grotvtb 
and material prosperity, and chiiracterized it as a stnudiiig 
menace to every monarchical Orovernment in the world. 
Then auddenly chjinging his tone, he called attention to 
our aheohituly helplei« c^mdi^tion to resist Iho attacks of a 
Weil equipped fli'ct of moilern vessels of war; and waving < 
in the air over his head a copy of "the A'ew Tori HeralA i 
of some date in 1887, he exclaimed : 

"Hero aie the figures which prove that property 
amounting in value to $10,000,000,000 or £3,000,000,000 
sterling is absolutely defenseless, and open to attack by 
? power which possesses one or more modern vessels ol 

And then he continued ns follows : 

" llis Lordship nsks me what I would do. I will teU 

. I would equip one, two or three powerful fleets, and 
[end them to hombard the principal SQaboLird cities of tha 
puited States. I would givo these arrogant and conceited 

jriciins their choice between bomburdment and ransom, 
i I would take good care that the ransom should be a 
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good liberal oiio. I abonld be inclined to put tliQ figure at, 
say £400,000,000 to £500,000,000 sterling. The Ameri- 
cans are wealthy, and could well afford to pay it." 

"But." interrupted the Premier, "what would become 
of Canada ?" 

" Oh I Let tho United States have Canada ; and much 
good may slic do tbem 1 I cannot see whore she has qtbt 
done U8 much. What I would propose in brief, is a 
" forced sale " of Cajiada to the United States ; but it will 
be a novelty in forced sales, in that the sale will he forced 
by the seller upon the buyer." 

The efEect of this speech was marvelous. What waa 
then known as the "Jingo" element in England, cheered 
it to the echo ; and a p<)pular demand sprung up for war, 
which was so urtiversul and overwhelming that the Govern- 
ment found it irapossihlo to resist it, and consequently war 
was fonnally declared In April, 1890. The words " Ran- 
Bora or bombardment" were in everybody's mouth, and 
Lord RiindolpL Churchill became the idol of tho populace. 
His wife, who was an American lady, lost much of her 
former popularity, and with her sister-in-law, .the Duchesfl 
of Marllorougli (also an American) made a prolonged visit 
to the Continent, to avoid the unpleasant attcntiuns of thg 
m^otous London moba. 



CHAPTER V. 



THE BKGLISE FLEET. 



The prcpara(ioEs wliiuh had been going on all winter in 
Englisb Naval circles were nearly completed at tbe time of 
England's formal declaratioo of war, so th;it there was bat 
little delay before the first fleet was reiidy to sail. 

This wuB intended to operate against New York and 
Pliiladelphia ; and was to be followed in about a month by 
two others, on"! of which waB to operate ngainst Boston and 
other New England Eeaports ; and the other to attack 
Baltimore, and thence work eonthward, bombarding tlie 
cities of Washington, Norfolk, Cbai'leston and Savannah. 

The first fleet consisted of the turret ships : 

Victoria, 11,470 tons, two 110 ton guns. 

Sanapareil, 11,470 " one 70 ton " twelve 6 inch. 

£dinburgb, 9,150 " foar 45 ton " five C " 

The armored e 

Camperdown, 10,000 tona, four 67 ton guns, six 6 inch. 
CoUingwood, 9,150" four 44 " " sis 6 « 
_Howe, 9,700 " four 67 " " four 6 " 

The partially armed cruisers : 

jbrlando, 5,000 tons, two 9 inch gnns, ten C inch. 

KarcisEus, " " " " " ** 

pndaunted, " " " " " " 

B improvised merchant cruiEers : 

JEfa-arifl, TJniliria and City of New York. 
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Bpsifles tliese large vessels, were numerona arcoud and 
third cl;iBa cruisers, (leapatch boat?, aud torpedo boataand 
launches ; ao that the total number of vessels, large und 
small, iu the fleet, considerably exceeded one hundred — 
and all of tlie larger oaea were armed wich the most formid- 
able weapons known to modern science ; many of which 
had a range of more than ten miles. 

The date of the sailing of this formidable fleet (the 20th 
of April) was, of course, cabled over the French Cublfl to 
New York — tho English Cables, having been seized by the 
Canadian Government, being no longer available to the 
Americans. 

Tho destination of the fleet could only be surmised, as 
it sailed under sealed orders ; but it was taken for granted 
that it was New York, and jireparationa were made accord- 
ingly. Immediately after England's declaration of war, 
tho President issued a call for 250,000 volnnteers, which 
bad heen responded to by more than a million men. The 
Now York City Militia volunteered in a body to do giirrison 
duty in tho forts of the harbor, and snch of the old guna 
US didn't burst at the first few experimental discharges at 
tba targets, were burnished up, and made to look as formi- 
dable as possible. The marine militia drilled constantly 
by night and by day; and the bay and harbor seemed 
fairly alive with small craft of alt kinds, rushing hither 
and thither, each one bent npon some oSensive or defensive 
experiment. Stationary and movable torpedoes were placed 
in the upper Bay and Narrows, and the whole available 
naval force of the nation, amounting, great and small, to 
about thirty vessels, were concentrated in the harbor. 

Several snbmarino torpedo boats — of which great things 
■were ospceted — were giving exhibitions of their prowess 
constantly, diving nnder the bottoms of tlio excursion 
steamboats as they went up and down the bay, and inflict- 
ing a vast amount of needless terror upon the timid excur- 
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^oniats. Each and every one of tlieae little vesselfl hafl 
Ipmoiiati'iited the fact concliisively thitt she could dive 
undor the largest man of wiir atlout, and affixing a torpedo 
to her bottom, could withdraw to a sitfe distance, and then 
bjaiu'lectric buttery, blow the great warship into a million 
smitlii'reens. Whenever any of them appeared on the snr- 
mce of the bay. therefore, thuy were regarded with great 
twe by the spectators, find wore greeted with such remnrks 
is "I wonder what the Engl ishoien will think of that little 
|bing." " Who would think thnt such an insignificadt 
jookiiig little boat could do so much damage?" "She 
ibsa got dynamile enough on hoard to blow up all New 
^ork," &C.J Ac., and a feding of absolnto confidence in the 
defensive prejvirations, which had been bo hastily made, 
bervaded all classes nf citizena. 

I In terspereed with these eijiresEions of satief action, would 
IrequeTitly be heard sarcastic regrets that the Engliehmen 
-Were miming headlong to ineyitable death and annihila- 
tion, and the comic illustrated journals acquired great Sclat 
from their numerous cartoon?, in which John Bull was 
■invariably represented aa being in extremis. 
I Meanwhile, the volunteeis who hud responded to tlje 
f^'esident's call, were being ra[iidly mnbilized and 
equipped ; and camps were established at Phittsburgh and 
Buffalo and Delroit ; ns wd! as at a point on the Pacifio 
coast iioiir Victoria in British Columbia, Thus the Domin- 
ion was threatened with invasion at points nearly three 
rtlionsand miles apart ; and the prospect was that before the 
Bummcr was over, the military operations on both sides 
Bvould assume proportions bs gigantic as those which had 
fctonlBlicd the world during the War of the Hebellioii. 
■ Jliiny of the vtdunteera Ti^cre veterans of that war; and 
BiereTore the work of drilling them and making competent 
■oldiers of them, went forward with incredible rapidity; 
Bltd within less th»n sixty days from the issuing of the 



^Presiden 



resident's proa1umatii>n, the United Stales had n thor- 
oughly well aniie:i, well drilled, and ■well cqnippcd force 
of over 300,000 men in tlie fiold. ready to niiirch across tha 
£*.'Oii I iur. On the fift-ecuth of April the first entry n-jia 
muds on Canadian Territory. Ten thonaand men in 
two delachraeiits crossed the Detroit lliver, iind took poa- 
session oE Windsor, opposite Detroit. A slight opposition 
to the landing of this force was attempted by a email 
detiichment of Canadian Militta, who after firing a, scatter- 
ing volley at the fei'iy-bonts containing the Americans, 
bea.t a hasty retreat when the hitter began to return tha 
fire. 

Two days later, a force of abont 25,000 men crossed the 
Niagiira River near Buffalo, and at once marched inland, 
with a view of taking possession of the Welland Canal, 
and damaging it iu anch a mauner as to prevent the pass- 
age of some British gunboats, which had boon reported aa 
on their way from Halifax to the Upper Lakes. This was 
a most wise and timely movement ; for if these vessels hud 
gotten through the canal, the cities of liuffido, Erie, Clove- 
land, Toledo, Sandusky, Detroit and Chicago, would have 
been completely at their mercy ; as under an old treaty 
between the United States and England, neither power 
could have more than one war vessel at any time on tha 
Z^kes. 

For this reason, the news of the snccess of this detach- 
ment in destroying the locks of the Wcilaud Canal, so as to 
effectually [irevent these vesaela fi-om reaching Lake Erie, 
was hailed with great delight by the entire press of the 
United States, and a grand chorus of jubilation wiie echoed 
from one end of the country to the otiier. The main body 
of tliu American 'roops, lunvever, had been concentrntrd 
near Plattsburgh, in New York Stale, and wore intended to 
operate against Jlontrcal and Ottawa. This consi(^l:e<] tif 
75,000 men, under the immediate command of Oenerul 
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SclioCcld, and this army crossed the Canadian frontier at 
the point where the Irish fenians had established their 
camp the preceding season, on the first day of May, 1890. 
No opposition to speak of was encountered, and the army 
advanced at once, by easy marches, towards the St. Law- 
rence River, with a view to the rapture of Montreal. 

The movements of the detachment on the Pacific Coast 
had not been so prompt as those of the othe'rs. Numerous 
delays occurred in the arrival of equipments and supplies, 
and therefore that division of the force found itself utterly 
unable to move at the time specified — which had been fixed 
for not later than the 1st of May. This was the general 
situation on the 1st of May, 1890. 
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CHAPTER TI. 



I THE SRITI3Q FLEET ARBITE3 OFF SANI>Y HOOE. I 



Ow the morning of the 10th of Hay, the telegraph 
operator stationed at Fire Island, telegraphed to New York 
that four largo war Tosaela were in sight, proceeding slowly 
westward towards Sandj' Iloolt. 

Later in the day, numliera of other Teasels were 
reported as also passing in tlie aame direction ; and it 
became evident that tlie long expected fleet had at length 
readied our shores. The esoitement which this news 
caused m tlie cities of Kew York and Brooklyn was intonse 
and indescribiilile. 

AUhoiigh it, liad been the uppermost thought la people's 
minds for months past, and in siiite of the fact that there 
had been ecnrcely any otlicr subject of conversation among 
the citizens, and notwithstanding the almost universal 
feeling of confidence wliicli bad possessed them in tlie 
effieiericy of tlieir di^fensivo proparations, the news of the 
nottial arrival of a hostile fleet — representing tlie most 
formidable naval power in the world, and presumably con- 
taining all the best iind moat approved offensiTc weiipoaa 
known tu modern scioiice — seemed to exert an almost para- 
lyzing effect iipcjM the inbabitaiita of the two cities. The 
noisy and buisterons ebullitiona, which usually accompany 
occasions of greiit public excitement, were entirely want- 
ing. Business of idl kmtla was suspended, and in all of 
the dowQ-tovvu centers, groups of aaxioui and pnle-faced 
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tnoD were to be eucountered at overj corner «ud i 

Pcrossing, engaged in earnest, but quiet conrerHiition, Thi 

lively spirit of braggadocio and brarado, wbicb bad hereto 

fore been aucb a promioGnt feature of every gatheriBg 

largo or smull, when the pending " invasion " li&ppcued t< 

e the Hubjf^ct of conversation, was noticeable by its tott 

Bfebscnce. Convcrsntion waa carried on almost entirely a 

P hurried and anxious whispera ; am! anyboi3y >vho raised hi 

voice above a colloquial tone — whether it waa an excitej 

newsboy, ehoutiug out the latest extra ; or a half intoxicated 

tramp, yelling patriotic defiance to the hated British — wi 

looked upon, much aa the deliberate violator of so 

spot would be regarded, by an enthosiastic believer in i 

sanctified character. 

A complete hush seemed to have fallen upon the tW' 

ties ; and a subdued air, as if some impending calamity 

^had proclaimed its neai- approach, seized upon the people 

J Tor the first time, a faint Idea of the real gravity of th 

ftisituation seemed to dawn upon the public mind. Her 

I'was war, bitter, relentless, destructive, cruel war, at thei 

■very doors. In a day or two at the latest, possibly ,with!l 

a few hours, the thunder of distant cannon would I 

fainlly heard, and the bursting and orasbing of deadl; 

ehella would involve the city in ruin and desolation. Wha 

waa to be done ? How could this frightful downponr < 

Rlynatnite shells be averted ? What if those formidabl 

marine monsters were able to defy the attacks of our iaaig' 

Puificant looking little torpedo boats and rams. Suppoainj 

Iflome of them should be destroyed ; what if two, or thr«e 

for oven one, should remain uninjured, and should prooew 

to pour its hail of deadly projectiles upon these defenselei 

and esposed cities ? Who could tell where the sheila migh 

strike, or who would bo safe from tbeir deadly voik 

It Uauy of the more timid of the iohabitaats took time b; 
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the forelock and sought safety in fliglit. The newspapers, 
however, did much to avert what threatened to become a 
panic, by treating the whole subject in a light and cheerful 
yein, and their optimistic predictions were regarded as gos- 
pel truths by the great majority of the citizens. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



THE BATTLE OF TOE SWASH. 



y P' 



On the moming of the lltli of May, 1800, the British 

ofaed the bar, and sti'ameil Icisiirely p;tst Sandy 

Sook, imd into Lhe Switsti and main elii]) cliuiiuds. The 

lOvemeiitB of the fleet Beemod to be ctiai-actciized by giaat 

iberation ; tis thoitgli tliere was nothing to fear, aod no 

,Occasion for hjiete. The larger Tesscle were especially sloi 

their tnoveoicnts, iind felt their way alimg ia the moat 

'cautious manner, eacli one being guided or piloted by two 

more torpedo boats, which kept a good distance i 

advance, and sounded the cliannel ciirefiilly and conetontlj 

indicating by eignala the ooiirse for the larger vcebcIs t 

piirsDe. There naa no haate, no GonfLision> no noise c 

■oheering, and no apparent notice was taken of the bait 

' md shells with which the nniiquated guns on the forta a 

Long and Stateu Islands, — with mnch noise and bangii^ 

tutno harmful results,— miiniiged to sjilaeh tiic water aboQ 

half a mile or a mile away from iinyihing that thoy i 

aimed at. Most of the smaller vessels gii.thered togethe 

ar the point of Sandy Hook, with the evident intentlpi 

anchoring in the Horseshoe. Here the fi]'8t real figbi 

g took phice, Some old wooden gnnboiitB, (relics of tlj 

'arof the Rebellion) had been hastily ropuirod audcqnippai 

with one or two guns ; and had been stationed ia the Hoiafl 

eboe to act as a sort of a hnrjissing or observing force. Tb 

intention had evidently bceu for them to watch the moT^ 

ments of the enemy from behind tbe shelter of Sand 
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Ilonk, poasibl; eschaiiging a few shots with Bome of his 

weaker vessels ; and tlieu, having acquired eome knowledge 

I of Iiis movements and intentions, us woll as a taste of Wb 

i ([nulity, to retire np the hai-lior, and join the remainder of 

the American fleet in the UppGV Hay. They acquired 

\ uiticli more knowledge tlian they bargained for ; and, instead 

of a mere taste, tliey got a eurMt of the enemy's quality. 

As the first large iron-clad — the " Campprdown," — cnme 
within range, tiioy "penud firo uii her from thi-ir fight-inch 
gnns. H.iving to fire iicrosa the laud (Sandy Hook) their 
first shots went away over the " Camperdown," and the 
' shells exploded h»rinii.!a% in the shatlow water milea awa; 
near the Ooney Island shore. 

The gunboats aut so low in. the water, that their orews 
, were obliged to elevnto their guna cousideraltly, bo as to have 
tho projecLiles go clear of tlie land. This, of course, sent 
' tbem away over tlie vessels at which tbcy were aimed ; aod 
i althoQgh the low point of Sandy Hook afforded them pro- 
i teetion ftg:iiuat the gnns of the British, it also prevented 
ibeir oivn guna from being ot any Bcrvice, This attack, 
however, seemed to spur tho British Admiral into counter- 
I Action. A vigorov;g excliange uf signals w;i3 made between 
( Tarions members of the fleet, and in a short time aoveral 
I of tlie torpedo birals and smaller armored cruisers ran close 
in, by Sandy Hook, and running up past the point and 
aronnd into tho Uorscsboe, brought the Americnn gun. 
boats into plain sight, and point blank range. Of conrse 
the result of the contest between these modern Iron-clada 
and the antiquated wooden tnbs of the Americana, was a 
foregone conclusion, aiid in less than fifteen minutes from 
the time that the first gun waa fired, the latter were dis- 
posed of in the must summary manner. One sank where 
Bhe lay, her wooden hull having been perforated frnm Btom 
to stern with the projectiles Cred from twg rapid flriog 
I tDaohine gnnaon on« of the British gnuboata. Another 



vlisitil.O bv n hr.^r t.ii-ini'h «hoU, wliiohrtrackllfl 
' '1 liiT all to piocos. 

shu cimli], }yy nmtiiog 

:■■ --1 K't hur iin fire, took ti 

i^ Wiura, disafipcATvid in tfao tliid 

e.-i till* pan of SuDd; Hook. 

por <]din:tg(> WW iullletcil upon tbe Eogli^ 

■ill 't«t onf i.i( wliich pTOCOfded quiet); to atichsl 

DoTM^ehuo. This one etcimicU rapidly oat to t 

Ppb cummiinicmcJ tlie reault ol the nction to thi 

k«lMUiU, Mill n<oi-t(«d ordurs to escort the remainin 
iitniitllor VMM-U of lite B>«t to the Bbellerod oncborag 
LVllifh Wl Uon so unickly and easily woo. Tbe raorchan 
I OmU<i-«, " I'mbrift." "£trnria"and " City of K"ew York 
I nlm mti-biiivd in llio Uorti»l)oe. Shortly after these vi 
f hiitl mivlmtvil, Wn- iron o[]('Ui>4l ajwa them from an earUl 
I Worh mt llio ni);hltti>1sof Navosink, which had been hastil; 
\ llmiwii lip. iMul m^iiiilcd with Gtq or six old emoothboi 
; Unliltrtirii K"ii«. 

A fi'W troll iiinicd ■holl« soon drovo the men away £ 
I till* biillrry. unil iillbi)ii(;h on occasionnl shell was seat l 
I ttlllt illrpntliiti lit itilcrviiU during tbi' rcnmindor of the daj 
r Wie Ibililmot'tm wi'It: tliriiooforward dumb. 

MM>unvlilh> Ibo biilani-o of tho flt^et, cousisting of ^ 
PlRrgvr iroiirlikit biitlitt uliiiisand cruisers, had anchored i 
f (ho Hwiisli Oliuiiiiol, In II lino cstt!iiditig nenrly a mile AB 
^ftliiUt itiiiit.lii<iiiiii>i'Iv fi'ont tlui i>oint of intersection of t\ 
I Hwiwli wllb lliii Miilii (lliniino!. nwir buoy fourteen. ITi; 
r tiONlMoii liiiil (ividimity l><>i>ii pi'^vimisly selected by the I 
[ iiili A'liriiriil riH l.lm Uml uiio oul.sidn of the Niirrowa; whiD 
[ woi'P BUpjiono'l til lio (.tiriroiiglily lirolocled by torpedoes aS 
j. other BiiLifiiorginl olmtr notion 8. Nothing hud as yet \ 
l-beou of tliu Aiiicriciiii flocb. It was knoirn to beasaemble 
kiB the Upper Bay ; but it Buomed etnuige that it shotild tht 



.^KJL. 



^^ntit the euemy to establish himself in a poaition of bis 
^HkChooBing, wilhout aay liiuJmuce or oppositioa. 
^HnTlie position was a. remote one, it is true ; but, still, if 
^^B enemy's gnns had a range as cliiimed — of over eleven 
^Hw^ — a very largu part of New York, and nearly the whole 
^BBrooklyo, were within reach of his shellB, There liaa 
^^Bar, BO far as I can learo, any aatigfactory reaeou been 
^^■en for this Btraage lack of action oa the part of the 
^^Bericiins. The only plaasible exp!aiiatioa of it lies inthe 
^^K that they appreciated the vast disproportion between 
^^KT own fleet ami that of the enemy, and realizing tlie utter 
^^nelessnesa of att^icking the latter succesBfallj by daylight) 
^Bl on equal terms, determined to Iiuaband snch strength 
PSs they possessed, and concentrate the whole of it in the 
night attack upon the Euglish, which had been dotermined 
upon. 

Thus it happened that the afternoon of the 11 Ih of May 
passed quietly and Lincvcntfally, save when the silence waa 
broken by the distant roiiorta vi tiie guns from the Statea 
Island forts, or by the occnaionnl shelling of the abandoned 
earthwork on the nighliinds, Tuwanls si-ndoivn a sort of 
n reconnoisauce wa,3 made in the direction of the Narrows by 
three torpedo boats ; but, as they approached within cloaer 
range of the guns of the forts, tlioy abandoned their purpose 
withont reaching the Grat lino of suhnior^'ed obstruct long, 
One of them was Jtsablod by a solid shot from Fort lUelf- 
mond, and was towrd boick to the Ucirsi'slioe by licr two 
consorts in an apparently sinking conOitlou. As nightfall 
approached, there ivas an cvidtnt. iticreiise of excitement 
ftud activity on all the English voaxels. Toriiedo boats and 
steam launches, darted liiiiier and thithei' from one of the 
anchorages to the otliur, cridently conveying orders and iti- 
structions for the cotuing niglii. Torpedo liooms and nets 
were placed in position, iiiid elaborate iiistriiciiona were 
med to each sepunite coDimandv'r what to do in cass (^ 
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^^^B'Kttack — steam was kept up on all reaacls, and tbe eleotnal 
^^^K Boarch Hglita were tln^roughly tegteij, so an to leave iioduubtl 
^^^H. of Ihc-ir being in porfi-ct onkr. Krery preparatioii whiotil 
^^^K experience or ingouuity could suggest, was auule to reaUtT 
^^H* Kny attack, no m:itter what its character might bo, aad no I 
^^™ matter whence 
I For the first time in the memory of living men, there 

were no hariior lights liglited that night. Orders had been 
^^^ giTim by telegraph to all tlio different light-house keepei* 
^^^L> not to light their lamps, for fear thut the enemy migh 
^^^K want to make some movement by night, which the light 
^^^H hoa-ea would aid him in accomplishing. So from Sand; 
^^^ft-Hook to Rubbin's Reef, in the Upper B^iy, not a light i 
^^^B to be et^cn, txcept such as was sliotvn by the English veasela 
^^^r As soon us darkness set in, the filing both from th 
P forts iind from the 6hi)>s ceased ; and an utter stillncaa tti 

' upon the scene, broken only now and then by the ahri] 

whistle of some boatswain, or the hoarse murmur of som 
Lloud-voiced petty officer, giving orders to tbs watch o] 
Idnty. 

This qnict condition of things continued nntil aftq 

oidnighl;. At one o'clock a.m. all the light-houaea in th 

larbor wero lighted simnltatieoualy, nnd ilio surprised Eng 

Ljishmen saw tlicmsclves aiirronnded with siatiunary ( 

"reTolving lights, from Simdy Hook and the Navesink Ui^ 

[undfl on the south, to Cheeseqnakp and Princess Bay on ih 

Wnthwest and ivest ; Elm Tree and Toid Hill on tho noTth^ 

Ivcst, and the Narrows and Kobbin's Iteef in the c 

f north. 

A hasty cousultatifin of their chnrts convinced tboOt 1^ 
these were merely the rrgidiir light-houses of the faurbf 
but if 80, why had they not been lighted earlier ? 
denfly their ibirl.nos all the evening, and theirpimnltaiiBi 
ligiitliig at this hitu hoiii*. proii'd ihnt instrnctione ha 
been given to their kee]iL'rB in advance, imd if so, mai 
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been given with Bonie object iu view, So guns -were 
fired, aiiJ sigrmls were exchiiiifjeil, anil ordi'rs were givcu 
jo the whole fleet to preii:tre. for institnt action, and the 
tvhule Biirface of the Lower Buy seemed to be lUumiaated 
OS if by m!-gio, by tho powerful electric search lights wbieh 
were turned in all directions, makiug everything plainly 
visible almost to the horizon. 

A fidnt sound, as of the distant rusliing of waters, was 
heard in the direction of the Nfirrows, aTid the word was 
pa^aed quietly from offieers to men: "They're coming 
now, boys. Look aharp ; and bu ready for them." It wiis 
the last of the ebb Udi; and iiided by it the American fleet 
made rapid progress down the bay. 

Suddenly, io the gi'eat hewilderment and dismay of 
tho Engli.ih, a vast nnmbcr of powerful electric lights 
eucmtiil to Billing unt of the water in almost every direction 
around them. Tliese Weru nearly as powerful as Iho soarcb 
lights on their own vessels ; iind dazzled the eyes of Iho 
Sritieb BO completely, that their Be.uch lights were rendered 
comparatively uselofiS. Presumiiig, of conrse, that caeb of 
these was on board of a vessel, and therefore represented 
fiometbing to be destroyed, the English commenced blaz- 
ing away with their guns, both great and small, directing 
them against thoBo lights. 

"I had no idea the beggars had such a big fleet," said 
the BriiLsh Admiral to an officer standing near him on the 
deok of the fliig.^hip. "Why Ihero must ho nearly two 
hundred of them. JJnt they rnnst be small things, or we 
would know all about them, We have a list of every ahip 
in their navy np to lust winter, and all told, there were lees 
than forty, so I don't foar them tnach." 

If the admiral had only knoivn then, what he discovered 
Inter on, he need have had still less fear of these lights, 
and moreover, might have paved a vast amount of valuable 
Bmmunition which was needlessly wasted ; for these power* 
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I fat Uglits, iristoid nf proceeding from the ilet^k or B|>nn i 

I liuetilu xliips, wrro noiliing diuiv (tinii dtco; lights an Ion 

I spar buoj8, whose Imh-cf ojids Wing luarfcd, iiormittoO tLei 

I to Boiit UL>rigIit with the tiili', with atiout li:ilf iheir loDgt 

f out (if water, ihiiis niieing thu lights ubotil fifticri to tweot 

feet above tlie aurfuci.' of iln; bay. The ligliia were fetl I 

powerful storage batteries, and liwl been tuiiiid on as Ibe 

liail been launuhed ovurboai'd from two sivif t lii lie torped 

launches nbi'Ut a milo up tlie bay. The tide being ebi 

carried them quickly duwn to where iho oiiumy's fluot lay a 

ksnobor, und the luttet', alniost before they eould rtali^ 

I their position, fotmd Hicmsalvt-fi, aa Lhey enpposed, in th 

' midst of tlie American fleet. 

These " Blinding biioys " as they were cane<l, were o 
Tof the niiracrous iogenidns devices which had been cMi 
f into existence by the supposed apprdaeh of v 

~liey served their purpose of blinding and oonAlst^ 
k the enemy ailmiralily ; and if the AmoricaiiB liad only ha 
I'foroe enough to hnve euabled them to lake advantage < 
tihe fright and eonfu^ton they <iccasient'd> tho result of til 
^-OOiifliet would hiiTO been very different from Tthiit it vpi 
"When we consider however, the very lirailed means at tll^ 
disposal, it B'ill be teen tb;it they aecomplisliod reanll 
which seem well nigh incredible. The time of launohlfi 
" blinding buoys " bad been carefully chosen, ao aff 
[utilize them for the longest possible period. The idea n 
F to have them reach the anohored vessels about a qn«rter''li 
I tn hoar before Ihe tide tnmod, eo that they would renj 
I among ibem as long as the slack wafer ebb lasted. 
FEngliahmen kept blazing auay at them for nearly half i^^ 
I hour, without either inflicting any damage, or disooTeriS 
jtheir fraudulent character. In the noise and confusion, I 
l^>ccame impossible to signal the other vessels of the 1 
f^bnd the wisdom of issuing detailed orders in advance i 
r apparent, 
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In pursnano© of these orders, the "Etruria/' and 
" Umbria/' and *' City of New York/' and several of the 
other nnarmored cruisers, slipped their cables, and ran 
quietly out to sea. The smaller gunboats, at anchor in the 
Horseshoe, extinguished all their lights, and gave no indi- 
cation whatever of their presence. But the torpedo boats 
hastened to the scene of Inittle, eager to come to the assist- 
ance or the rescue of their more formidable consorts. And 
it was one of these, which first discovered the fraudulent 
character of the ^* blinding buoys.*' 

This boat — the ** Terror " — having fixed upon one of 
these electric lights as her own especial prey, made a dash 
for it, with the idea of affixing a torpedo to it, and blow- 
ing it skyward. Nearer and nearer it came — its dazzling 
brilliancy illuminating every part of the deck of the little 
vessel, whose officers and crew stood with bated breath, 
waiting for the crash which would indicate that their prey 
was within their reach. 

^'Now ! Lookout! Hold fast ! Here she is P Every 
man braced himself and grasped some portion of the vessel 
nearest to him ; — the rail — a stanchion — a rope — anything 
to steady himself by, until the force of the collision should 
have spent itself — when — behold ! the light disappears 
under the bow ; and reappears a moment later, swaying 
wildly from side to side, a dozen yards or more astern. There 
is no crash — no collision — no shock — no tangible thing 
against which to launch the waiting torpedo ; only an ex- 
clamation by the man who had been quietly waiting for the 
proper moment to launch his deadlv missile, of — " Well ! 
ni be d d I" That was all. 

The true character of the buovs having been thus dis- 
covered, no time was lost in conveying the information to 
the nearest of the large ships; which immediately ceased 
firing, and endeavored to signal her consorts to do the 
3lime. Owing to tHe smoke, however, it was some time 
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before Blie coiiM make her signuls understooi] ; and jnrttt 
she did so, an immeiiBO explosion took place ander her 
side, which eQemed almost to lift hor, (mouBter though Bho 
was) out of tlio water ; a shivering and cnahing of 
machinery and irun work ciisuoil, and the rnsliing watAna 
Hired into her bnll, tbrougli a vnat yawning cliafim, which 
he dytiatnite shell had made in her side. She sunk iu 
Kill t fifteen minutes — tlie lirst Tictim of Zalinski'e dyna- 
iite gun. Moat of lier crew were rescued ; although quite 
fcnnrabtr went down with her. 

ihis lime, the smoke had cleared awny, and tbe 
Jurch lights were asuin boginniug to be of some aervioe, 
jecauae the flood tide had commenced running, and had 
^rried the bnoys awny in towards Staten Island, The 
enabled the English to diseovur several veaaelfi; 
mong which was the dynamite gun boat "VesHriiWj.^ 
S^hoae maiden effort had been bo successfol. 

The slanting mnzzlea ot licr three guns could he plainly 
eeen projecting above her deck ; and their attendants vera 
evidently getting them ready for another discharge. Two. 
tast gnn-boats, armed with mpid firing fonr-inch giin^ 
I signalled to attiick her, and disable her at once— 
■rtich they proceeded to do with great promptness and' 
'despatch. 

The vessel herself withstood the onsknght fairly well • 

bnt the muzzles of the long guns being entirely cxpoaedj 

I they were soon rendered nsclcsa ; and the commander of 

" Vesuvius," seeing that her usefulness was ended, 

Ijionght safety in flight up the Bay. 

Meanwhile the nnmeroua torpedo boats were rnshing-to 
aod fro, now and then euccceding in osplodtng a torpedo ' 
the vicinity of one ol the larger English vessels ; but mom. 
freqnently Itept at a safe diatsncb by tbo toi'pedo bopvi- 
and, netB. 

Th» Bubmarino boat " Destroyer," enccecded in par^ 
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k deslioj'ing two i 



Q-clads before she met destractioa 



I this occurred in a most ntiexpected and curions 

tor, I will gi''e nn iiccount of it, wliile describing tlie 

(rt slthoiigh the pnriiculiii's iis to t)io tnaiinor of iter 

'notion were not kuown mitil long after the conflict 

3 over. Shts Iiad succesafully ex])lixied large torpBdoea 

directly under the bottoms of two of the Eugliah ehipa ; 

comjiletcly disabling one, aiid nearly sinking the other ; 

I 811(1 had retired to a sliort distance from iho scene of con- 

I flictjwhere elie Liy piirtinlly aubmer^'ed, evidcnily preparing 

Rttack the " CamperJowu," oue of the most formid- 
tvessels of the fleet, 
yter ft delay of ubout a half an honr, she was eeen to 
i in the dircetion of the " Camperdown," and shortly 
re reaching that vessel, to disappear under water; 
imably to go nndfr her great udTersarj'a bottom, 
'bis was the last thaAvas seen of her. The panic and 
..ftreitement on the " Oam]icrdowii " was intense, aa the 
officers and crew waited minute after minute for tlie iuevi- 
ttthle crush, which wonid in all probability, sink their tea- 
eel, and involve the majority of themaelvos in certuin death. 
But notwitlistanding the suspense and terror which pos- 
BCased them, not a man left Ins post, or refused to oboy the 
ordera of his supariora. The whole crew was mustered on 
deck, the bo^ifs were manned, life belta distributed among 
the men, crews were told ofi to each boat ; and in a grim 
and deathlike sileuco they awaited the aliock which wonld 
be the signal for them to leave tbeir vessel, and trust them- 
eelves to the mercy of the wotcra. But they waited in 
vain. The shock never came. The " Destroyer " not only 
failed to destroy her vast aatngonist, but failed alao to 
rc>&ppear heriolf im tiio surface of the water. 

"Something tnnst have happened to her I" exclaimed 
tbfi American admiral, who was watching her movements 




witU n night glass, as well m the Bmoke and tho anosrtftia 

light from tUe scarcli lights would permit, from the bridge 
of the " Baltimore," his flagship, whioh was manceayring 
QroUQi) about tivo mths up tho hiirbor. 

"Something" indeod had happened to her; batitirM 
not imti! several weeks afterwards that anybody Imew 
esactly what it was- Tlieu divers found hur " standing oD 
her head." wilh her ram so deeply imbedded iu the muddy 
bottom of the buy, that it required ihe united efforts of two _ 
or throe of t!io most powerful derricks in the harbor, to 
cxtriiiatu hor. When she waa finally brought to the surfaoo, 
the dead bodies of her crew were found on board of her. 
They had evidently tried in vain to ojien the manhole, and 
take the dcspenitc chance of getting out, even in the face of 
the inruehing water, in preference to the certain doiitli from 
asphyxiation, which otliorwiae awaited them. Their efforts 
for some reason Jjud beeu uusnecessftil, and the supply of 
frosb air becoming exhuHsted, they had evidently died ftvjiii 

I'mSocution. 

As yet, tho American cruisers had takeu no part in the 
mggle. They were unarraored, and their gnna were of 

' eompiirativoly short range ; and it would have been folly.i 
for ihcm to have attiieked their heavily armored and armed 
opponents. The three American turi'et ships, Jiowever, bad 
at length come within range, and opened fire from theic' 
revoUiug turruts upon the Eitglishmen. The heavy ballSj' 
Irom their smoothbore guns seemed to have but little effect: 
«u the ihjck nrmor coating of tho English ships; and i 

ttihey could only fire ut each revolution of the turret, their 

■ifire was aa slow, as it was ineffectual. 

H'V the turrets soon proved utterly inadequate it) 

f?esist the tremomloiis pcnetraling power of tho heavy 

I ^iglisli gnus, and wore eitlior absolutely perforated by iho 
t and Bbells ; or else were so bruised and battered an^ 
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H^IWcd and jammed, that they could do longer be revolved 

I on their caiTiac[ea, and became utterly useless. 
I The most complete and plienomeual 3u:;ces8 on the 

[ American side, however, was achieved by two insignificant 
[ looking little boats wbicb involved an entirely new — albeit 
a very Bimple — principlo of marine warfare as applicalile to 
Harbor defense. These boata had been built by private 
enbacription as experiments, ut a cost of about 450,000 each, 
Their inventor had appealed in vain to Congress so authoriaa 
the constrnction of at least tljirty or forty of them, which 
he claimed would bo amply enffieieut to protect all of our 
principal ecaports, at an aggregate cost of about $3,000,000 ; 
or lees than that of a single first class iron-clad war vessel, 
Hia idea was strongly backed up by the Seci-etary of the 
Navy, wlio urged Congress to make an appropriation for the 
purpose of testing it thoroughly. When, however, the inven- 
tor explained to the members of that intelligent and brilliant 
body, liiat the principle upon which he based his invention 
was that of self-destruction ; aud that to use his croft in 
actual warfare, was to destroy it, these back country gentle- 
man, wbi.se sole idea of statesmanship seemed to be limited 
to posing and shouting like howling dervishes l>efore the 
ehrioe of what they called "economy," posed and slioutcd 
more violently than ever ; and holding up both hands in 
holy horror, had exclaimed : " Whatl waste two millione 
of the people's money on things that are good for nothing 
without yon destroy them ? Never I never ! Let us rather 
reduce the terrible taxes which now burden our struggling 
and povorty-Btricken people ; or if the surplus must be spent, 
let ns put it in the rivers and harbors aud public buildings 
of the conntry ;" and straightway the appropiiations for 
those admirable purposes »;ere doubled, and the hare-brained 
inventor packed off from WaBhington with a very large sized 
inomical flea in his ear. 

had, however, atlengtb succeed ed in impressing some 
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ialtliy New Tovkora with tlie value of his invention, and 
EB ci en t money liaJ Lteeu raised to build two boats, aocord- 
r to liis plans. These boats being intended for harlwr 
rfense only, diJ not need Lo be oajiecially seiiwortliy ; nor 
J tliey requti'e large tjuarters for creir, or much spiice for 
Conspqnently, nearly their wlmle iiii.erior could be 
occnpied by cnginea and boilers ; thus ensuring them a speed 
whicb aiipi'osimated tliirty miles an hour. Tliey were pro- 
peilod by twin scroivs, and could tlierefure turn around In 
no'ii'ly their 01V11 length. They carriod no iirnisornniinani- 
tion of any kind, except a gigimtic tube or cartridge, con- 
taining two tons of dynamite, which ivus Ciirrifd in a holloV 
place left for the purpose in the long steel ram, with. 
which their bows were urmed. A tnJl crew for one of these 
boats ciinaisted of eight men — two engineers, four firemen^ 
and two pilots, one of whom acted se d^ek-hand when 
requiri'd. 

Tiicse men liad been carefully selected from the marina 
mililia, and for several weeks had been drilling constantljr 
in the upper and lower biiys. The drill was a puculiar ono, 
and consisted simply of running at higli aperd fur a mils 
or BO ; then, ;it tlio stroke of a bell, the four firemen would 
rush on deck, and leap over-board ; ofew momentB litter, at 
the sound of a second bell, one engineer, and one ptlfih, 
would follow (heui : and lastly, just as the hcadwny of t)^ 
hoiit began to slaeken, the remaining engineer and pi^ij£| 
did likewise, stiikiiig out, and swimming away from ^^] 
boat, as rapidly aa they could. Being provided with corlt 
jackets, they bad no difficulty in sustainirig themselves 
nntil they were picked up by a steam launch, which always 
accompanied them iia a render, and on which they watil<i 
rejoin ttieir aban<1oned bo:(t, which by that time would W 
drifting lazily about with the tide, a mile or bo away. Tlie 
men had become thoroughly accustomed to this service, and 
eajoyed it vastly, altbough the summer waa backward and 
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feter was cold. Theso boats were also arranged with 

fcrater tanks, which when filled, brought them very low 
[fin the water. TlicJr roofa were n aoit of combioation 
me anti tiirtlo back, conijioseil ot four-inch steel platen. 
%ns, when aubmoi'ged to iheir "%htiiig depth," they 
1 but a small target aa they Hpfroached the eueniy, 
and if a sliot or Bht-ll should strike them, it would in alt 
probability glance off without injury, owing to the angle 
at which it would strike. An electric wire led from the 
pilot honao to a elocli-work arriingemout, attached to a. per- 
casaioncap. which commmiii^ateii with the two tons of Jyna- 
mita in thu hollow bow of tlie bout. Tlio problem was Bim- 
plj to rnah at the broadaiile of the opposing vessel from a dia- 
tance of a couple of milea or so, and us eoon «a possible, to 
gJTO the engineers and firemen the signal to jump uvLTbonrd. 
Then, the pilobs hanng romiiinoJ at their post until tbey 
were certain that the bnat would sLrike the enemy, to fasten 
the wheel amidships, widi lashinga pruviduil for thut pur- 
pose, touch the button cummunioating with the clock- 
work, jump overboard and swim for their lives during the 
BBventy or eighty seconds in which the clock arraugemont 
was doing its deadly work ; and then, after the tremcndona 
fijtplosion, which would blow both their own and the enemy's 
Teasel into a thousand fragments, to float quietly about 
until picked up by their tender. 

In was a perfectly simido and feasible thing to do, aiid 
in this. it.a first trial in actual warfare, it worked to n charm. 

The " Victoria." the largest and most forniidable of the 
tnrreted ships, and the " Camperdown," the hirgcst of tha 
armored ships, were the two vessels selected for the two 
eipcrfmental dynamite rams to operate against. 

ThesR mma bore the augsfstive names of " Suicide " and 
"SaniBiin." 

The sninko hiiving partially cleared awny, the position 
ot the two Knglish ships could be acciiratcljr determined, And 
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the two Bmall rams at length received the expecteil aignal 
to proceed to the attack. Muking a cironit of about a mile, 
>to get ander good headway, tliey headed etraight for theii 
xeapective victims, and rnshcd towards them at & frightful 
rate of speed. They were foilowed at a considerable dis 
tance by their respective teudera. Their preaonce waa soon 
disGovei'ed by the aid of the electric search lights, and t 
eeyere fii'e was opened oo them from all the British vessels 
vithia range. Owing to their peculiar coostructioQ, this 
fire had little or no effect apou thorn ; and they continued 
their headlong rare towards the two giant ships, lyinj 
quietly at anchor in fancied security. 

Suddenly several figures were seen to rush wildly asten 
and jnmp overboard. But still the rams kept up the! 
tremendona speed, and were pointed directly at the amidi 
ship section of the two iroa-clada. Nearer and nearer ther 
caroOj in spite of the deadly and continuous firing from tfai 
enemy's guns, both great and small, whicli seemed ntterl; 
impotent to check their progress. At last, when they wei 
[ within a couple of hundred jarda or bo of the iron-clads, eacl 

^^■^ blew a short sharp single blast witii its whistle, and ( 
^^^H men were seen to run aft, and roll down the inclined snrfM 
^^^P of the turtlo-backed roof of each ram, into the water. 
^^^^ rams themselves kept on, however, and a collision Wffi 
V to be inevitable. Orders were given to the English crsK 

L to bold themselves iu readiness to rupcl hoarders. But i 

^^H^ Tain ! The tireless little rams rushed onward— 
^^^H wildly, triumphantly, gladly — to their own destructitfB 
^^^H but to the destruction also of their enemies. A jar, 
^^^H sound — not so very loud — of snapping bolts and eroablS 
^^^B iron plates ; a sound of confused voices, saying : " Sh« S 
^^^B tftruck SB," "8he has gone half way through us I" &fi 
^^^ instants of compiirative silence, — during which the offlfld 
r c^nsnlt hastily as to what Lad better be done. Au order t 

L two given in quick sharp tones ; and then — with a m^^ 
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and Hash ; vith n frightful tossing and splashing of 
iter; with a thiindcroas roar, and a soul eickening 
vvei, which seemed to impart itself even to the sea, tho 
two gre:it ships, and their two little advereariea mot a com- 
mon fiite — being botli blown to atoms — and disappeared 
forever benuath tlie waves. 

The loea of life was ten-i6c on the two English ships ; 
as most of their arewa went down with them ; but a few 
were rescued by boats, which were quickly lowered from tho 
remaining veaseU of the fleet ; and quite a number were 
pioked lip by the launches, which were acting as tenders to 
the two rams, and gathering up their swimming crews. 
These latter had diminutive electric lights on their caps, 
ood having turned these on, as soon as they jumped over- 
board, were easily discovered and picked up, 

The effect o( these tremendone esploaious of dynamite 
vas demoralizing in the estreme, to the English officers and 
crews : and although the attack was not pressed by the 
Americans, tho oi-der was given, to such of the fleet as 
remained, to hoist anchor, and proceed out to sea. It was 
now nearly daylight, and at six o'cock that morning (May 
iSth) the telegraph operator at Kavesink Highlands tele- 
graphed to tho N. Y. Aaaociated Press, &a follows: 

" British fleet all apparently lying at anchor Just outside 
the bar, Tbree or four of tho largest iron-olads missing. 
They are supposed to have been captured or sunk in the 
battle last night. The distance is too great to distinguish 
those which remain ; but there seems to bo considerable 
Ktivity among the smaller vessels ; and the launches are 
uoring about from one ship to another, as if for consulta- 
tion, or giving or receiving orders. The fleet is probably 
rtpairing damages, as far as possible, before proceeding to 
BOO. It is supposed here that they will sail direct for Hali- 
fax for repiiire and refitting." 

This despatch was published in extra editions ol sILUul 
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nowapnpers in "Mew York and Brooklyn ; and, taken in cod 
section with ttio iiccoanta rcccivod from the officora and crew 
of ihfi Amoric'iin fleet, which had rcturaod to its anohorngj 
in the upper liny after tlio figtit waa over, and wliich united 
in desoribing Ibo affuir as a cumiilete and gloriuuB victoi 
it occaeioDcd grout rejoicing in those cities. Cannon vera 
fired, flags were hoisted, tlianksgiviog services were held il 
miinyof tliccliurulies, and Lhe citizens testified their dellghi 
and Kitiafactiim in the wildost and most estravitgimt manner.J 

To add to the imblic e.tcitetneni, and to intensify, if 1 
|>OEBible, the |iatrlotio entliusinsm of the peo[ile, despato 
arrivvd from Genenil Scliufidd, to the effeot. Ihat he had md 
a large body of iho cnrmy, and had not only reimlsed thefl 
^taek, bnt had put them completely to rout and capturg 
several thousand prisoners ; and the flying remnants hod 
been pursued by his cavali-y to the St. Lawrence Eiver, 
oppOfiile Jlontreal. 

So much eimultaneoua good news waa decidedly cihilirat- 1 
ing ; and it ia not to be wondered at, that [laiidcmcninin 
Eeemed to have broken loose in Xew York and Brooklyn J 
that evening. 

Bonfires were lighted ; fireworks were set off ; imp: 
torchlight procL'Ssions made night liideoiis with ■ 
oheerp, anddi-umBftnd fifee, and cannon firings; andbanndj 
and tranaparendes, in which ponr old John Bull waa t 
and atalibed, and drawn and quartered, and in many ott 
ingi'ninuB iind hitherto unheard of ways, put an end tofd 
ever and over, van- to be ecen in every etl-oet. 

In line of tlieae, Irebind, represented jib a broad shoo] 
etrupping young woman, with a snspieiottBty rubicund Q 
tenance (especially about the tip of her nose), dresaadl^ 
green silk — decoJMe — had thrown her brawny arme art 
the nock of Uncle Sam, who tibligingly heiit over, half H 
across lhe Atlaiit.ic, to permit this tnms-oceanic caress. ' 
[SneMrenc? was wildlj cheered, and was foUowec 
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mdona crowd of elioiiting and yelling men and boys, 
" e candles went out, and the bar-rooma closed for tho 

new8|iapera of the 13th of May, in all parts of the 
, indulged in the wilJcst jabilatioiis, aud the 
era," wiio had theretofore called attention to the 

"Weakness nf thu Amurioati na^y, and ijie dofenaeleaa condi- 
tion of Amoricati aci ports, were i-idiculcd and abuaod in the 
at»3t unmeasured tonns throughout the len^'th and breadth 
ot the land. AmQrio:Ln ingenuity ivas liindod to tho skies, 
as being equal to overv I'uiorgency, and able to bid dufiunce 
to nil tho antiqnaied Old World miithoda i.>f war-making. 
The AaiGdcun Engle — never a very modest bird — flapped its 
(rings, and screamed ill a nviuner which put to Bhame its 
most extravagant previous cSoris in that line. 

In England tho Bituiition was exactly reveraed. The 
French cable bad of coui-ge carried the newa of the Britiah 

' defeat to Paris ; and from tbcm it had been wired to London, 
vith such additionii and exaggenitions as French unfriendli- 
ness to England could auggest ; and London was in an 
nproar. Lord Randolph Chnrchill was burned in effigy in 
TftriouB parts of the I'ity and couniry, and a general chorna 
of " I told you bo's," coupled with eBtimatoa of the cost In 
pounds, shillinoa and pence, of the destroyed fleet, went op 
like a National wail, fmm one end of Great Bi'itain to the 
other. Bonflrca were lighted on every hill-top in Ireland, 
ftsd the atreota of Dublin and Oork were fairly green with 
millions of Irish flaga. The continental newspapers, eapec- 
ially ibo German and French ones, all contained labored 
articles, giving varioua accounts of the battle, and paying the 
bigheat tribute to the inventive geniua of " those wonderful 
Americans," and condoling with England in ratbor n ear- 
ctiatio vein upon her loss of prestige as a naval power. For a 
TFonder, the French and German journals had at length a 
lubieot upon wbich ihey could agree, and Ui«j mais^'u^ 
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vie with each other in the publication of articles in which 
their intense hatred and jealousy of England^ was but thinly 
disguised, under the most polite expressions of sympathy 
for her fall from a place among the highest, to a position 
among the third or fourth-rate powers of the world. The 
immediate dissolution of the '^so called British Emnire^' 
was spoken of as a matter of course, and while it was gener- 
ally conceded that Australia would be able to maintain itself 
as an independent power, the probable fate of British India 
was a subject upon which these writers displayed for three 
or four days, the customary combination of ignorance and 
ingenuity, for which the continental press of Europe is to 
justly renowned. 



■*■ '?. 
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CHAPTER VIU 



THB BETURN OF THE FLEET. 



On the I3th and 14th of May, there was a thick fog, 
vliioh rendered it impossible to see anything at a greater 
distance than a few yards. It did not extend more tbaa a 
mile or two inland, but shrouded the whole coast in an 
impenetrahle darkness. 

The rejoiciiiga and congratulatioiiB still continued in 
New York and Brooklyn ; but io a diminished degree. 
Eyeii patriotism requires breathing Bpeils, and the citizens 
were fairlj irorn out with their celebration. 

A quiet air of cheerful contentment, under which was 
plainly eTidcut a feeling of serene eeU-satiaf action, had 
replaced the hoiaterous aad exuberant manner of the pre- 
Tioua two clays ; and when the sun rose clear and bright oa 
the morning of the 15th oE Miiy, aside from the super- 
abundance of American flags, which gave the city a holi- 
day look, there was nothing to indicate any nnnsnal 
excitement. 

Although the weather was perfectly clear in the city, 
the fog still coatinned very thick iu the lower bay, and oot- 
side of Sandy Hook, so that until nearly noon, when it 
began to clear away, nothing could be seen from the High- 
landa 

About noon, however, despatches began to '•'.rrve from 
the operator there, describing the gradual lifting of the 
fog. 

*' 11.45 A.M. Fog lifting slowly. Sandy Hook now 
plunly viaibl*. 
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" 11.55 A^u. Scotland Lightship now in eight, 
oofuting Tessela Ijiug ucar her at ftuchor. IvoUuiig else i 
Eight. 

" 12.10 P.M. Sandy Hook Lightship now Tiable. Sa 
«Tal Teasels lying near her. Impossible to make ont joi 
vhnt they !>xe. Weiitlicr etill ba^y. 

"12.30 *-.M. British fleet evi<!ently not oil gono ye 
Probably waited for disappearance of fog. Forty or fift 
krge and amali vessela lying near Iho Ligiitstiip." 

"1.15 P.M. Smoke now issuing from the funnels e 
aevend of the fleet. Tiiey are evidetitly about to get and 
way." 

"1.30 P.M. A Bmall vessel, evidently a gun boat,isiio 
steaming rapidly in towards Sandy Ilook. She probabl 
desires to commimicute with the shore ; but shows no S 
of truce as yet." 

"2 P.M. British gunhoat referred to in last despst 
has just passed Sandy Uook, and is now lieiuliiig np tl 
Swash Channel at somewhat reduced speed." 

"8.45 P.M. Gunboat, after stopping and apparent 
examining the hittile ground of the 11th, now steamiii 
slowly up towards tlie Narrows." 

These despatcliea attructed considerab!^T,ittention in.ti 
city, and when thoy uppiinred in the evening papers, ' 
were nuuieroHs surmises as to the reaaona for tho retniTOl 
the English gunboat. Kot much attention was paid to ti 
matter, however. 

And now, in order to render this narrative as brief s 

• explicit 03 possible, I will quote from the official report 

\ the British Admirat.as the best und most reliable anthorH 

lo the occurrences of the next few days. 

"After the severe action on the uight of the JIJ 

wliicli n'sulted in the loss of three of our most formitUtl 

■hips, and the serinus crippling und disabling i 

oth&n, OS hereinbefore described, I deemed it adviiiUiWi 
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•ritbdraw fi-om tbe outer barbor to au aucliorage near the 
bar, Lo gain time for consult;! tic a with the officers of the 
Qi^et, BB well as to ascertuiii Gx:ictly the amount of damage 
ire bud siisCained, and our remaining effective force avail- 
ablu fur a renewal of hostilities. 

" At daybi'uak on tlie Vith, the fleet, much scattered, 
was all outside the bur; some oi the commanders having 
either frum an excess of caution, or a misunderstanding of 
ordere, proceeded so far out to sira, tliat recall signals could 
not rencli them. Bj nine o'clock, however, they bud all 
retorued within call, and were anchored in the vicinity of 
the Sandy Houk Lightship. This vessel lies about eight 
mileB E. by S. from Sandy Hook, nnd although in heavy 
Easterly or So'ttbevty gales, tbe posiiion is a very exposed 
ooe, yot in ordimu'ily fuir weather, such as is usually had 
here in May. it is a [lerfectly safe anchorage, especially for 
BtSiLm Vessels with baukud drus. A council of the Bag offi- 
'cera of the fleet was called to meet on the flagship at 

1 P.M. 

"At this meeting, detailed reports of the conditioD of 
each vessel were made ; nnd to my great, satisfaction, 1 dis- 
covered timt the'Saiispareil,' although two of her compart- 
taenta were full of water, and her main engines were dis- 
abled, was entirely unhurt — so far as her armament, was 
Bonccmcd ; and that if she conld reach a position where 
her guns would be effective, was as formidable as ever for 
ofli-'nsivapiirp'iscB. The 'Huwe'h.-idulso bud a hole knocked 
into lii-r by & torpedo ; but tho damage was not such us to 
Interfere wiib her effectivcneBS in tlie slightest degree. 
Tho damages to the other vessels were trifling, and later- 
(ered neither with tiiuir motive nor their figbling powers. 

"Tlioalisoluto deatrnctioii of the 'Victoria' and ' Cam- 
perduivu' by tlio enemy, by means of self-destroying torpedo 
boat^ and the complete inability of our other vessels to 
defend themselves against similar attacks, had been tha 
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cause of my withdrawing the fleet bcyon3 their renoh. 
And th^- flr(it question to be discnBsed and decided, reluted 
the prubabiiitj of a EimJlnr attack being made niion 11 
cnec we reliirnrd to the harbor. If tJio enemy had 1 
iroe of theso seU-destrojing torjtedo boats, equal in auEO.- 
ir to tho veesela composing our fleet, it would be simjile 
madness to undertako further hostilities. 

" These boats were swifter than our swiftest ships ; tmd 
wore ao large aud Ijeavy that they could go right throngii 
oar torpedo nets aud booms, aud pierce Iho hulls of out 
ships far below the waier line; and the thorough macnei 
in which they hiid blown tho 'Victoria 'and ' Ciimperdown,.' 
to ))iGcrs, had convinced me that nothing afloat could viti 
stand their dt'stniclivo eHorte. Indeed I have 
learned ihat there were two tons of dynumite in each c 
charge— an amount sufficient, if properly directed, to li^ 
the heaviest vessel ever built, botlily out of the water, 
was, therefore, of vibil im[iortance to ua, to find out, if ^ 
I, whether the onemy had any moro of these boata, & 
BO, how many ; aud for that purpose I called a council 1 
icera, iu the hope that some of tlicm might have ] 
flefiuite knowledgi) on the subject thiin I had. 

" During this council, the opinion was expressed by fi 
commanding officer of the converted merchant cruiser, ' Ci^ 
New Vork,' thut ho had some men on board his shi^ 
ho knew something about it, and at my request he waflt 
board hie vessel to make inquiries. He returned shortly, 
uging with him an assistant engiueer, who had been 
iiplojed on tho 'Cily of Kew York,' when she wns engaged 
the merchant service between New York aud Liverpool j 
i after consideruble objection on bis part — allhoDgli 
was a Scotchman, and not an American — he admitted 
iftt on one of the last voyages of that vessel, he hatf 
Philiidelphia, and had seen the two self-destroying 
io TQSsela on the stocks, iu the shipyard of the Meuis 
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Oramp, iu that city. They were unfinished then, and 
regarded more in the light of curiosities than anything else. 
The Government did not even own them ; but they were 
being built by private parties for experimental purposes ; 
and were the subject of much ridicule among the workmen. 
He explained the principle upon which they were to 
operate. A hollow ram at the bow contained an enormous 
charge of dynamite, which was connected by an electric 
clock-work arrangement, with the pilot house, and was to 
be exploded by the pilot after he had run her into the hull 
of the hostile vessel ; the pilot and the crew jumping over- 
board with life-preserving suits on, and taking their 
chances of being picked up after the explosion. 

'* This description tallied so exactly with the manner in 
which the * Victoria' and the ^Camperdown' had been 
destroyed, that the conclusion was irresistible, that it was 
the work of these two experimental vessels ; and that (there 
being no more of them ; or, the enemy being out of ammu- 
nition, so to speak) there was re.iUy nothing to prevent us 
from renewing our attack at the earliest possible moment ; 
towing the * Sanspareil ' and the other disabled vessels to 
a point where their guns would be effective for bombard- 
ing purposes. 

" It was therefore decided to send a swift gunboat in to 
reconnoitre the lower bay early the following morning ; 
and if her report was favorable, the whole fleet was to follow 
her in, and take a position as far up the harbor as was prac- 
ticable. A dense fog prevented any action being taken 
until the second day afterwards — the 15th. On that day, 
about noon, the fog lifted, and I sent the ' Orlando' in to 
reconnoitre, and instructed her commander to push forward 
towards the Narrows, until stopped by torpedoes or other 
obstructions, or until the fire from the forts became too hot ; 
when ho was to return to the fleet and report. 

" Meanwhile the remainder of the fl^eet got under way and 
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with tbo ' Sansparcil ' imd ' Howe ' io tow of the* Dtnbrii 
and ■ City ol Now York,' proceeded eliiwly towards Sfti 
Hook. By 3.^0 r.u. wo had icaclied the point wlioro 
battle of iha lltli bad been fougliL. There were no ugl 
of tbe oneinj in Bigbt below tlie Narrows ; but tba roj 
of heary guns, and tlie Ginoke over Staten leland and Lon] 
Island fihowfi] ihat iho furta on both sides of the Nairo' 
had opened fire on tlic ' Oilaiido.' 

" I ordered the fleot to anchor, partly in fbc Swash, aaj 
partly in tbo main slilp cbaniiel, and hoisted the recall sig^. 
nal for the ' Orlando.' 

"Owing Io rhe smoke or tho distance, or boih, her con.- 
mander failed to oboy the signal, and kept excbanging 
ebots with tlie furts ; so I sent a deaputuh tjoiit np tbe ~ 
with peremptory orders for her ri'tnrn, AUoni 5 o'oloi 
she came d.-ivn, and aneborod wiib llie reriiuindcr of t 
fleet, and her commander camo on board ihe Oagehi|j, ai 
reported verbally that, he hud proceeded ii]> ihe m:iin aL 
channel to the Narroivg. Tbat he ha>l driiwn the Sre 
tbe forts on both Long Island and Staten Islind ; and b: 
developed the fact tbat the gnns were "Id-fiishioncd smoot 
bores, which would have little or no effcot upon onr heSTl 
armored vessels. That several of the birge solid shot 
apparently ten inch — had struck bis armor lielr, near t 
water line, without inJlit;ting any diim:igc beyond making 
deep indentation ; and that several Kirpedocs bud cxplod* 
near bis vessel, but none diiectly under litr — tbercfora I 
conid not report iia to their eflicacy. Witli a good etut 
ehip, however, propcriy divided into water-tight compar 
meutfl, he thought be conld sitfely defy any obstntciioMB oi 
torpedoes that might bo iilaced in the Narrows ; and il 
rosponsti to tho direct question, whether be thought it wai 
feasible to take tbe fleet into the Upper Bay, ansverg^ 
nnhesii-atingly in the afSrmiitive. 

" In conaeqnoace of this information, but more 
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ally as I was already in a position to shell the lower part of 
New York City, and nearly the whole of Brooklyn, I issued 
the following proclamation, which I sent up that evening 
by a despatch boat, under a flag of truce, to the City : 

" ^ To the Mayors and Citizens of New York and 
Brooklyn : • 

"*As Admiral commanding Her Britannic Majesty^s 
Expeditionary fleet, I hereby give notice that at 12 o'clock 
noon, on the ISth day of May,1^90, the bombardment which 
I am ordered to inflict upon the cities of New York and 
Brooklyn will be commenced. While I deeply regret the 
painful necessity which compels me to be tlie agent in such 
a terrible destruction of life and property as this bombard- 
ment will involve, yet my orders are peremptory; and I 
shall, to the best of my ability, obey them to the letter. I 
can, however, postpone the evil day; and instincts of 
humanity would impel me to do so, even if they were not 
re-inforoed by my own personal wishes in the matter. In 
order, therefore, that non- combatants^ — and especinlly 
women and children — may be removed to a place of safety, 
I give this public notice, more than two days in advance of 
the bombardment. 

" ' Signed, 

'* ^ Admiral Freemantlb, 

^* * Commanding H. B. M/s fleet,* ^ 
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THE PANIO AND PUQHI. 



The pnblication of the foregoing proclamation in t] 
lato eiUtions of the evuning newsjiapeH of New York ai 
Bi'O'iklyD, on tlie evening of its is^ui; (Maj 15tlj), occaEioni 
the wildest escitetnt'nt and icn'or in those two cUiea. Ai 
first, munyof tlie inhaljitauls regarded it ne a cruel Iji 
and utterly refust'd to believe it. They had been bo tbi 
oughly convinced that the British fleet had been practii 
auiiihilat. d mi theni^ht of tlielltli, and had yielded th< 
selves up BO com]>leti.'ly to the current feelings of joy 
triumph ai the siippiisod snceess of the Amerioun fleet, 
tbeyo'iild not seem tu realize that their rcjoiciiigB had 
prematuri! ; and thiit, although partiidly destroyed, 
Uritlah fleet was Gtil) formidable en'ougb to carry out 
i&striictionB, iind bombard New York and Brooklyu, 

The traiisiiion from joy to terror was too suddon to bd 
once com[iroheiided in all of its force. The strcetfl 
Bquarea ii|itonn were cro"-iled all the evening, and late ii 
the night; and wherever there was a newspaper bulletin, 
a lniiiB|iarcncy, lliDiiBuude of excited men and woman ci 
gregatod iu the Impe of getting the latest news. It is safo 
til Bay that but few ]ieople slept any that night, in eilher 
city. Eivu iht' doubters and unbelievera tossed sleepleaely 
in their liede, anxionsiy walcliing for the coming of d«v; 
, or else romnined ii|) all night, packing their clolbing and 
I Taliiabk's, so us to be ready to start ou short notice, in oaae 
t iviuiukublQ j)rucIuaiu.tioa ahoald ^rovo to he geaaiua. 
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yabt npon this point, lioweTer, was set at rest the next 
Ing. 

11 of Ihe newspapers contained the Proclamation of the 
'Fitish Admiral, and supplemfntul oni'S by tlte Mnyora of 
the two citiL'3, culling tlie iittention of the inlmljitanrs to 
thd imminent peril; iimi advidiig all nou-combutaiits to 
seek places of safL'ty without delny. The iio>v8 cidumiia of 
tlie newBiiiipers rdso contwined full dutiiils of the movoraeiita 
of the hostik" fleet, iind tlie ustouiidiug fact wua made mani- 
lest beyond qupatimj, that Bi-iti.*h gnna woi'e even then in 
positiuiia from wbiuh they cuukl eliell the two cities. 

After the first mumontury puralysia which these 
announcements occusioned. Ibe whole |io]iiilatioii was seized 
with a wild p;mic. An irro.-iarihle desire for iiumediale 
flight seemed to posBCsa tliem in a moment, and a scene 
began which bcggui'cd description, aud ivho^e like has pro- 
bably never been seen hefuro or since. 

"Anything to get nptown or out of town," seemed to 
be the cry. 

Husbands who had gone to business ns nsuid, early in 
the morning, telephoned to their wives and children to 
meet them at Tligh Bridge, at the Grand Central Station, 
or at some of the landing pliices of the steamboats going 
up the Hudson River. The Smiud boats were tabooed, by 
reASun of a rumor thiit the attacking fleet had been divided 
into two 3PCtiim3, and that one division was coming through 
libug Island Sound to sttack the city from the Hell Gate 
tide. 

By ten o'clock on the morning of the ICtb of May, (he 
flight had fairly commejicecl. Frantic crowds of men, 
iromen and children, thronged every possible avenne of 
departure from the doometl cities, and pnshed and pulled 
.and struggled and wre.-<tlod witli each nther, in iheir n-jld 
Bud hciidlong rush to rciicli their several points of Bi^Oiipe. 
^Cha streets leading to the Grand Ceutrul Station in Fort;- 
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eecond Street, weie blocked for nearly half a mile in d 
dircciion, by ciirrmgee, caUa, and express wagons, as wa 
08 by hui'ryiug and udxious pedcstrlana, ali ruahiiig pe 
mdl to get bL-youd tbo rcacb of t!iQ terrible bombsbells. 

Miiny aranRi'Dg tales were told ob teoding to illustmt 
tlie abBoliito and uiiroaaoiiiiig terror of the fugitives. 

" Where to ?" inquired the railway ticket seller of i 
escited imd palo fucod mau, whose hands trombled vio 
lently ua be handed a roll of bills in tbroagh tbe tickf 
WindoiT. 

" Oh I Anywhere I Albany ; UnfiEuIo ; Chicago ; Dei 
ver I Anywhere to get beyond the reach of those d— 
shells," WHS the trembling response. The train serrioa ^ 
doubled and quadrupled. 

Passengers took no thought jib to whether or not tbl 
could secuie seats ; but packed iheraselves in like eardiiu 
filling the aisles and closfts and platforms of the cars 
Buffociition. The entire passenger equipment of the i 
WHS oidled into requisition, and ulterly failed to supply 1 
demand ; and milk, freight, and ordinary platform i 
gravel cars were pressed into the service ; and the or 
fugitives absolutely fought each other for precedence 
Becuring positions on them. 

Similar scenes wei'e enacted at all the railway stats 
and steamboat docks. The "Mary Powell,"* ] 
stearabiiat, whicii then ran every afternoon up tlio Bndst 
Kiver to Rondont, was obliged to leave her ali]> more tbi 
an hour before her regular starting time, Kirnply becftl] 
the people could not be prevented from forcing thi-msoW 
en boai'd of her, even after she was dangerously oik, 
crowded, • 

Numerous excursion steamboats were preprf^d into! 
service, and the m<ist exorbiiant prices were p:iid for_W 

1 launclies, or cruft of iiny kinil, ou which persons e 
ti pluces of comparative siit'ety up the river. SitoUM 
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Ertg of (Tlierled voliiiileB wer^ pressed into tlip trafBo ; 
,he east and wealdiiroa of Ucntral Piirk were crowiled 
hu vying f'lgitivfs of LioUi aexes. anil of all agea and 
_ tiODs, ill puliiic anil private uarrias^, cabs, b;iii;OmB, 

omniljiisi'S, butcher carts, dumping carls, and grocery and 
express wugons. Even iiearses were uNlized as a meuna of 
eaciipe ; and the mad pnink of a lot of Ctilumbia College 
Blndents, shocked a great many people, and ariiust-d a great 
jnany more. 

Tliese young men, desiring to go out of town in etjle, 
went to a fa'^liionaijle nndtTtaker's cslabli&hmcut, and 
hired liis handtionie^t hearse and fonr of his best horacs, 
and h.'iviDg fitted i(|) a lot of seats or top of tlio buarso, 
and supplied themselves with two or three coaching boras, 
drove wildly up through Central Park to Yonkers, waking 
th" echoes from one end of tlic route to the other, with the 
ahrill notes of their boms, and attracting universal atten- 
tion to this novel style of a foiir-in-hiunl drag. 

Anything that had wheels to run on, and h'lrsps to draw 
It, wna eagerly suappid np at the most es'irbitant price. 
*rhe hegira was something nriprecedented, and almost 
incredible. It was estimated ut tho time, that not less 
tliati 500,000 persons left the city between the hours of 
noon and midnight, on that memorahlo sixteenth of May. 
Of oourao there was a yiiat amount of inconvenience and 
Buffering involved in such a hasty invasion by such a horde 
of Jieople, of a country to! ally unprepared to receive thom ; 
and tlionsiinils of cnsca of illness and death resulted from 
tie eJcpoeurcB and discomforts to which tho fngitiyea 
iroi'e snbjfcted. It was also the occaaion of many ludicrcua 
aod emlwrrassiug incidents, which wera fully dcacribad in 
t^e newspapers in the raoy and senaatiDnal stylo eo piem- 
lent at that time, 

I have ampla matsrial in the shape of extracts and dip. 
pings from those juumala, to make a chapter which would 
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be b'ltli ttirilling and amusiDg to the reader. Bnt I toref 

tbe ii>troi1uci.ii>ti of eucli matter liere, K'st it ebuuld 1 
deeinei! loo trivial in its fniture. to be incorporated iuto i 
soboranO truthTul historical work like lliis. 

The e.tod'.is continue.], t>tit in dimiDiBbing proportions 
ihrotighout tiju two folloiviag days; until by noon of thi 
ISih (tbe time fisL^d upon /or the commencement o( th( 
bonilinrdment) tbeve remaiiietl probably Icsa than 100,000 
people in tbo two (.■itics oT New Ynfk and Biduklyn. Tbosd 
■wbo remained, were either nnrtble fioni itlneES or eome aim 
ilarcaa.ao, togetiiway ; orelao they had determined, through 
cnriosity or indifftrcnce lo couBrquenceB, to remain atu 
" see the thing thrmgh." But their members were 80 fewj 
that they merely emphasized the oiiignitude of the ezoda 
which bad taken plitce. 

Immediately u]ioii the announcement of tbe intenfle< 
bombardment, tbe Snlj-Trenaarer hud telegraphed to Wash 
bigtou for inatrucl.ions. Tliero wi're in the Siib-TreaBar 
Taitlta gold and silver coin iind bullion, amounting to nearl 
$300,000,000. hi cnae of the capture of the city, this wooli 
bo at the nieriy of the Uritish ; and as thoy bad practieatl; 
anu'mnced money to be their chief object in coming a 
the Atlantic, it was not at all probable thiit ihey would I 
to snatch such a rich booty as thi?. What, therefore, ww 
be done ? A Gabitiot meeting decided to order the remoTi 
of this vast amount of treasure to a place of safety; at)l 
inatnictionB to that effect were telegraphed to the Sub-TrcM 
urcr, who was akij autlioiized lo demand a suitahle Militor; 
escort from the f()rce of regulars, whieh had been hurriedly 
Bummonod to New York as soon as war wua docWed. 

Aecordingh.the Stib- Treasurer at'once set about a 
ing transportation fi>r ihe gold iim! silver. The proportioni 
■were about one-third gold and two-thii'da silver ; and th( 
total weight oftl)e two metals wiis found to ezceed £,00< 
It was louad atmoet impoadble to secaro men t 
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teams emmgh to transport this enormous amount of metal. 
The flight of the inhabitants had taken so many horses and 
trucks from the lower part of the city, tliat it was found 
necessary to telegraph to all neigli boring places; and 
Newark, and Elizabeth and Staten Island, and the nearby 
portions of Westchester County, were scoured for horses or 
ox teams, or any thing that could draw a loud of money. 
There were heavy trucks and brewery wagons in abundance, 
which hud been deserted for lighter vehicles by their owners 
and drivers, so that the only imperative need was animal 
power to drag the loaded vehicles. 

The supply of horses, mules, and oxen having been 
exhausted, it was necessary to fall back on men, and the 
strange spectacle was seen of a procession of heavily loaded 
trucks and beer wagons being dragged up Broadway from 
Wall Street to the Thirtieth Street freight station of the 
N. Y. C. and H. R. E. R., by long lines of men, pulling 
drag ropes, in the same manner as had formerly been 
the method of dragging fire engines and hook and ladder 
tracks to fires. A large number of freight trains were 
accumulated here by the railroad company, into which the 
gold and silver were stowed ; and then, with a strong mili- 
tary guard on each car, the cars were made up into traijis, 
and taken up the river to Albany. 

A very large proportion of those who remained in the 
city, belonged to the idle and criminal classes, and this 
fact soon made itself apparent in the sudden breaking out 
of what might be called an epidemic or carnival of crime*. 
Numerous incendiary fires occurred, and hundreds of resi- 
dences, which had been abandoned by their owners and 
tenants in their mad flight, were broken into and rifled of 
their valuable contents, by troops of thieves and tramps, 
who seemed to rise out of the ground, as it were, by magic ; 
and were so numerous and so bold, that they bid utter 
defiance to the over-worked police. During the days of 
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the bombardment, these outcasts of society, would lounge 
around Central Park, out of reach of the exploding shells, 
which were creating such havoc in the lower portions of 
the city, and then at night-fall, when the fire from the fleet 
slackened, they would organize themselves into little sup- 
per parties, and deliberately break into any private resi- 
dence whose imposing exterior happened to strike their 
fancy, and proceed to make themselves at home. 

As long as the bombardment and the armistice lasted, 
the aristocratic regions of Fifth Avenue and Murray Hill, 
resounded nightly with the songs and shouts of these rough 
and drunken revellers ot both sexes, who seemed never to 
tire of their unaccustomed surroundings, and cxhibiled the 
most remarkable diligence and perseverance in searching 
for mansions (as yet undisturbed) whose larders and wine- 
cellars were liberally stocked. These little parties were 
sometimes broken up by the police ; but prol)ably less than 
half of them were interrupted in this way ; as they were so 
numerous in all parts of the city, and the police were so 
thoroughly over- worked and exhausted, that it was impossi- 
ble for them to afford anything like adequate protection to 
the property of the absentees. 
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►■DnRlNa the interval between the return of the British 
Set, on rhe 15tli of Jlay, und tlio time fixed by tbe 
Admiral for tlio com mo nee mo lit of ilie bombardmeot, an 
active intprcliittige of measagt's liaii been going on by cable 
bctveeii the Govurnmoiits of the Uoited States and Great 
Britain. Iiiasmuoh iia the minister of each power had been 
recalled from the other's capital, this intercourse cotild 
only take place through tbe British and American ambuB- 
Eftdurs at Paris. 

Protests against the inhnmauity and barbarity of bom- 
5 a defenseless city, were met by propositions for n 
lenient of the wiiole rlispnte. Great Britain offered to 
^'Canada to the United States, and conclude a definite 
' of peace, and witiidraw her fleet from American 
' Ifaters at once, provided tbe United States would pay the 
sam of £300,000,000 sterling (about $1,500,000,000). 
This proposition was met with a bowl of indignant nige, 
by tbe Senators and members of Congress from the Western 
and Central States ; and the old and almost forgotten cry 
of "Millions for defense; not one cent for tribute f'wfla 
resuscitated by tliese back-conii try orators, and need with 
ss much dramatic eSect as though it had never beeo 
uttered before. 

For the first time in the history of tha conntry, parties 
eeemed about to divide, on entirely new eeotional lines. 
Heretofore it had always been the North against the Sonth. 
Kon it was the seaboard against the Interior, The 
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I Faoifio iJuoet States Joined vtth the Atlnotic anS' 
[. BtotoB in udvocaling ii setttemeat, eten on the liareh terms 
[ |>fojio3i!j l)y Groat IJriiaiii. 

L They pictared tlio eiwrmoua destruction of property 
L vbicb tbo bombitnlmoat of all onr principal coast cities 
t voald involve, and, although tlieyconcedod tho truth of tbe 
I sasortion of tbcir opjioriont^ iu tha dobute, tlmt there could 
I be but one nltioiLitQ result to the wur, if fonght to its nat- 
, nral terminutioD, and th^it Canada was priicticaliy om'8 
alreudy, yet they ciaimed that as a niero matter of dollars 
and ceuis, it would be cheaper to pay oven fifteen hun- 
dred milliuns of dulJars, than to go on with the war 
the cnuriuuua umonnt of property involved, and tbe vart 
extent of (Janadiuu territory to be overrun, wcro taken JBto 
ooueideration. 

The omturB froui the west, however, took tbe high and 
lofty ground of "millions for defense, etc.," and niimerous 
propositions wore mnJe to establish iiavy yards at T.inoii^ 
points in tbo intorior. on navigable rivers a hundred miloa 
or moro from tbe co.ii^t, and al-so on tbe great X^kes ; tho^ 
indicating that tbtdr authors had an eye to tbe "main 
chanee," and were willing Lo vote for the " old ling and 8 
appropiiiition," provided tlie appropriation was to 1 
expended in their own states. Tlie debate wnxt'd hot, an 
it was with the greatyst difficulty thut several persona] 
eucouutera among the mcmbcre and senators were ] 
vented, 

A member from ono of the so called "Granger States' 
even went so far as to inlimatc that he would rejoice to sec 
these soulless niouopulists and capitalists of tbe eastern 
cities brongbt down a peg or two. They hud for je^ 
been sapping the foundutioiis of tiio country's prwipcHt) 
by vast combimtlona uf ctipitui; and hud levied extruYi 
giiut tolls on c'Vcrychinj; th;it the farmers of tbe Great WcbI 
bough, and sold, thus increaiiing the cost of their Itviu^ 
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itie diminisbing the prodnot of their labor. Of conne 

waa not nnpatriotic enough to rejotco at beholding a 
foreign foe upou American soil; nor did he anticipate 
any such result from the present war; which woaM cer- 
tainly end by cetabliBliing the stars and atripea its the eole 
Nationul Enibliun of tlje North American Coutinoiit, 
"Nevertheless, wliila wo of the Great West send our 
brawny sons and IjrotherB to the battle-field to wrest a 
portion of its ill-gotten territory from the so-cjilled Bi'itish 
Empire, it is not too much to expect onr friends In the 
East to bear their pi'Oper share of the bnrdena of the con- 
test, Putriotism hus its rusponaibilities and its duties, and 
these frequently involve the Boonfico of life and property ; 
and I would be the last man to depdve my eaatern friends 
of one iotu of the patriotic satisfaction which they will 
experience, when some of their ill-gotten gains are sucrifioed 
on their country's altar," — and a lot more rubbish of the 
same sort. • 

To whioh a Now York member replied, by making sar- 
castic allnsions to the "honest Grangors," who he said 
had for years been going down on their knees and begging 
the Ciipitallsla of (he great eastern cities, to send their 
money west and invest it, in railways, water- work 9, gas- 
works and other pnblic improvements ; or to lend money 
to western farniera ou their farm mortgages ; and then, as 
soon as they had fairly gotten the money out there, they 
had invariably tried to steal it — or to confiscate it through 
forms of law — which amounted to the same thing. They 
passed laws limiting the price of gas and wafer to such low 
figures that many of the gas and water companies were 
bankrupted ; they organized state boards of Railway Oora- 
missionors who assumed to fix passenger and freight rates 
at figures winch would scarcely pay opei'atiag esponaes; and 
busing discovered Ihat several hundreds of millions of dol- 
of eastern capital had been advanced OD what were 
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»wa u "farm mortgngi.'*," lit rales of intei-eat vaning 

bm lovni t» twulro jwroDiit,, piusod ii^ury laws fixing tlie 

> at not to Gicet-'l six porcent.. an<l also iiiissed lnwa 

wniplin^ It farmer'^ huaie ami barns fram Kale undor cxe- 

Ciition. It » tnii>, iMh lu8l law lisd boon ileciilml to be 

iiiKtilutioiwl, but it only BlmweO iliu ]<3tigtbe to whiuli 

' hiincKt " axriciilliinil roilir wmilil go in Uia offoi-Lii to 

i eotnottiing thitl. iliJ not b<;lorig to bim. " Wlijr sir T' 

111 Lb'8 motropolitiin ataleaman. " Wbo Bupp<rrts 

r confidonre mpii ? ViHitoia fioiii the country, who want 

' 'to play a ' Bkin game' wbcre they think thi^y have a 'rare 

tbing/ How do onr 'green goods ' men finil their enfr 

^iiicre y 

" By mailing thfiv civcalara, offering to eel! well ax«cated 
jnatcrfoit money at ten cents on tho dullar, tu 'honest' 
tiers of the soil in all parts of the country. Show mo a 
li is oonstaiitly prating abuut tlio ' tyranny ol capi- 
Ij'and the 'grinding of honest toilers' hyct.irporate greed 
i individaal nsiiry ; and I will show yon a mun who is ttt 
tart a soonndrcl and a kofive ; xnd who will never pa; 
\tu a jnst debt, if bo can sneak out of it," 
, Of coiirau titcse spcocbos were entirely foreign to tha 
libiBCt under discussion, bnt I introduce these brief extraotfl 
ercly to show to what extent sectional feelings and pro- 
RidiceB ran, as well aa to espluin to a certain extent, the 
almost incredible failure of ditigress to act pi^omptly, miiI 
prevent tho vast destruolioa of property which tho bom- 
bard rnent of onr seaport cities would involve. 

Those discuBsiuna wore continued day and night (fop 
Congress sat in almost continuous eegsiun) from the ISlJi 
to the I8th, withont any result being arrived at, The 
members and senators wore flooded with letters and tele- 
grama from all threatened points, bogging them to at* at 
once ; to pay the indemnity demanded ; take CiiUHda, and. 
Bjbide oar time for a final BOttlemcut with Great Britalit. 



TSK BOMBiRDMEHT. 



113 



fitrt owing to the objections of tlie Western and Ceotral 
States, nuihing could bo accompUslieii, and when the sua 
roae on tho muniing of t!if ISili nf May, it was a foregoiio 
concliisioQ tliat New York unJ Brotiklyn v/ero to suHor nil 
the horrors of a Ijoinhardment, unli'sa (as was highly improb- 
able) tho British Adminil should seo fit to farther extend 
the lime of probation. Tljis ho utterly refused to do ; and 
having ou the two previous days sileuced t!ie forts on Long 
aud Staten Islands, and easily repulsed a fu'cble attack by 
the unarmored cruiscra " Atlanta," " Baltimore," " Boston " 
and " Philadelphia," and a score or so of torpedo boats, he 
prepared, on the morning of the IStli, to force his way 
through the Narrows into the Upper Buy, where ho would 
be witlitn easy range of the Iwu ci:ies. He had satisfied 
himself that the torpedoes, with winch the Narrows wore 
Biippo>ied to be tliiekly plantoil, would not be able to pre- 
vent his fleet from piissiug through. Many of these tor- 
pedoes had been cut loose and destroyed by his torpedo 
destroyers ; and the officers of these little bo^Lts assured him 
that they had cleared a narrnw chaimel, which they had 
marked with diminutive buoys; and that if he would take 
his fleet in, in single file — each vessel following ea closely aa 
possible in the wake of the one immediately preceding her 
— the whole fleet could un quest ion ably pn8s throtigh with- 
out damage. 

This suggestion was adopted, and before 10 o'clock on 
the morning of thelSih, the whole British fleet, witli the 
exception of the " City of New York," was safely riding at 
anchor in the Upper Bay. The ' ' City of Now York "was one 
of the merchant steamships which had been mi'taraorpho.-od 
into a cruiser. She had [ormurly been plying iu the jiassen- 
ger trade between Now York and Liverpool. Owmg to the 
sbortsiglited puliey whiith our Government hu<l previously 
adopted in refusing to aid or eiieonrago tiie cstaliliahmeut 
of American steamship lines ; this ship, although her owneta 



I tUi 



TBI BOHBABOltEKT. 

re Americani, bad been bailt in England, luid eailed under 
i« English flag in oninr to aecnre tlm subsUy of £10,000 a 
■, which that Goverument ngrood to pay for the privilege 
tnrnii^ hor into a cruiser in time of war. 
Thns, when war was declared, the American owners of 
,ia vessel and the " City of Paris," had thu mortification of 
eecing tbeir owti property taken from them, to make war 
upon their own conntry. In atrempting to enter the 
Narrows with the reat of the fleet, the " City of New York," 
owing to her su peri ()r speed, eould only koop licr place in the 
lino with great difficulty, and in sheering off, to avoid a 
collision with the vessel just ahead of her, she ran out of the 
channel which had been buoyed by tbe torpedo destroyera, 
and getting directly over two large torpedoes, she was par- 
tially blown np, and sunk in the deepest part of the Narrows 
about a hundred feet of water. 

Her destruction caused great rejoicing among all classes 
ef Americans, who had protested loudly but vainly against 
this unpatriotic use of the British flag. But after nil, the 
owners of the vessel were not so much to blame for it as 
Congress was. 

As the fleet proceeded up the Bay and came to anchor 
between Bedloe's and Govoruor's Islands, its movements 
were watched with intense interest by a large crowd, which 
had assembled on the seawall of the Battery, As the hour of 
noon approached, however, this crowd thinned out rapidly ; 
and at twenty minutes of twelve o'clock — at. which time it 
had beeu annonnced that the tr'ains on the elevated railways 
would cease rnnuing, — there wore not more than a dozen 
persons visible along the whole water front of the Battery. 
At ten minutes before twelve, a shudder of apprehension 
ran through the few remaining denizens of the two cities, 
as they heard the ominons boom of a heavy gun. It waSj 
however, not immediately followed by any others; and m 
Taa suhsequently ascertained, was only a blank cartri^n^ 
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D^ed as a preliminary Bignal to the reet of tbe Seet, to bold 
theruselves in readiness to commence firing, in ten minutes. 
It was like tlie preparatory gun before starting a regatta. 
Everything vrm app;irently to be dona in exact aocorJance 
with a programme previoueiy agreed upon; and the bom- 
bardment waa to commence with true " man of war" pre- 
cision and ceremony, 

To 113 of the prpsent generation, who have never experi- 
enced any of tlie hurrors of war, it secme almost incredible 
that civilized and Christian men, conld thus coldly arrange 
tbe details of the destruction of life und property on such 
a vast scale, and ailmly connt the seconds on their watches 
as tliey ticked awuy tlio few remaining moments which 
separated the two great cities from destruction. 

Promptly itt noon, the gmis on the portside of the flag- 
ship Aaslied the signal (o ttic rest of the fleet, and the 
work of destruction commenced in earnest. The fire at 
first seemed to be direcioJ agninet the tall buildings in the 
lower p;irt of the city, whicli were in plain eiglit, and 
afforded excoOent m^irks for the gunners. But as these 
became rapidly battered down into masses of min, the 
guuB were elevated a little, so as to throw the sheila far- 
ther u]itown, and the area of destruction was thns vastly 
widened. 

Dnring the first day's bombardment, there seemed to 
be a tacit nnderatanding among the artillerists (probably 
the resnlt of a general order on the subject) to spare the 
Brooklyn Bridgo ; and although many projeclilea came 
very near to the towers and supporting cables, and some 
almost grazed the structure itaelf, yet it remained intact on 
the evening of tlio 18tb. 

On the morning of the 19th, however, when the bom- 
bardment wiia renewed, these orders (if any such had 
eiistod ou the previous day) had evidently been counter- 
Quaded, for nearly the irhole fir« at the fleet uamed to ba 
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Boncrntrnt«d on tlio toirors Aod the oftblea, Kod in Icra 
BUiwn liulf uii liuur uftcr tlio opi-niiig of tlio second day's 
naniiooude, tlio massive gmnite •towers gare way, and the 
nvliolc magaiflccut Etrncturo foil into tho river beneatfa, 
Hjrbi'i'o for inuny moiilhs it rL'iniiineil an nbnolutc Itarrier to 
■navigation tliruugli tbe East River and Long Island 
■Buiinil. 

B Ttio Brdolilyn Navy-yiird was also thoroughly riddled 
Kdoring I he second duy. Tbe Un tish gunners hitd evidently 
■'^en studying thuir cliarts nver night, and had gitaged the 
KiSistuif'e urid direction of thu yiird ao exactly, Uiat before 
Baooti of the lOtii, ihc'V had thrown orcr five hundred 
wAiellB ioto the yanl itself, or its immediiito victnity. 
9^ Nearly evfrytbiog inflummablo look fire and was con.- 
Hnmed, iind all of Lbu buildings in the neighborhood v 
Bptore or less dHmageil. 
■ One nither aaiusing feature of the bombardmeiit 
mjocurred hciu A Mr, Uiggina had an immense soap 
Bsnanufacturiug estahlishmPDt almost adjoining the Navy- 
Hy.ord and (with the ing'^nuity and enterprise, which tl 
WkiS now, seemed lo eharuL'tcrizo that jmrtii'iilar indnstryin 
B)^Q inventiim of novel ftdvcTtising devices) had erected on 
Huspretiii^cs a gigantic fiic-eimile t>f a ^oap bos, tho aidsB 
|of which being t rims parr n t, were brilliaMily illuminated 
at night with powerful electric lights, This box, being; 
elevated on an iron fmnie-work more than 100 feet high, 
made a most striking and coiispicnons ditphiy, plainly via- 
ble for a lung distance np und down the East River, and 
WHS nnqitestionably very sncceBeful aa an iidvertiaeniGnt. 
One of the first sheila which was intended for the Navj- 
yard, went cnishiiig through this connti-rfeit fioap box Ofl. 
the morning of 1 he lOlh, shivtring it to atoms ; and a 
matter of coarse, putiing itn end lo its career as an sdveiv 
tising device, 

ileaawhik', affairs in the bwaiuues and residuucef^iiarteiB 
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[ of the two cities were in a deplorable coodition. Firea 
wiTe raging iii every direction, caused by the explodiog 
sliells, aud altboiigli tfae p<ilico and Greuieii stood their 
ground bravely, and were most efficiently aided by anch 
troo]>s of volunteers and militia as still romained in town, 
tbpir efforts wore entirely futile in slaying tbe progress of 
tlu' fl^imea ; nnd it seemed as thotig!i any further bombard- 
ment wonld be a mt-re wuste of ammunition ; as snch 
portions of the cities oa bad not been already shaUered by 
tiie ^hellB, seemed duomed lo certain destruction by fire. 

The wlndo of tlie lower pnrtiou of New York was a con- 
fused heap of ruins. The palatial business structures, many 
of which ntae to an enormous height., and which bad been 
Bucbasourecnf iiridetothedtizcns, had all been demolished, 
and the streets in the lower portion of the city were ren- 
dered almost impasqble, by the debris wiiich lay scattered 
about in confused piles throughout their entire length, 
Theuiimerous eafe deposit, vaults, which occupied the baae- 
meiits of many of these miimmoth structures, were buried 
BO deeply, that several week's excavation were I'equijdd 
before they once more became accessible. 

In short, the destruction was about as complete as it 
could well be, and the British Admiral cotild at least have 
the salisfuction of feeling that he had carried out bis instruo- 
tiona to the very letter. 
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About S o'clock oo tie afternoon of the 19th of May, 
the torpedo bout " Stiletlo " was sent down from Yookera, 
wliere llie American fleet was lying, with a flag of truoOf 
requesting a cessition of hostilities, pending Eome freeS 
negotiatioua K'tween the two goTernments. The exact 
nature of these negotiations was not known to the officer) 
making the request; but their repreeentsitiona were 8aol| 
as to indace tbe British Admiral to accede to their wishes 
(especially as he had already done abont all the dama£ 
tiiat he could) and an armistice for tea days was agi«ei 
npon. 

It snbseqnently transpired that news had been receivef 
in Washington that the two other British fleets, vfaici 
were intended to operate agitinat the New England, and tb 
SontbGrn Atlantic and Gnlf seaports, had sailed on I 
15th of May for their respuctive destinations, and migh 
be exp(?cteiJ to arrive on our coast about the first week i 
June. This announcement, coming simultaneoualy witl 
the demonstration of the ntterly defenseless condition < 
our coast cities, which the bombardment o( Sew York an 
Brooklyn had so conclnsively shown, caused such a unives 
sal chorua of indignant protest throughout the whol 
country, that the senators and congressmen, who had pr« 
Tionsly op])oscd all propositions looking to a settlement a 
the controversy by the payment of a war indemnity, hoj 
to f»ar that a perBistence in their course might cut 1 
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' their official poaitions ; and several announced their willing* 
nes3 to change their votus, in ca«e tlie question could be 
again brought up. With tlieso accossiona, however, the 
measure still laeked a miijority ; and in all pi'obabilit; 
would have failed of paaeage, if it had not been for the 
ahrewd and ingenioiia invention of a Boston joiinmlist, 
who pLihIishod a detailed deacrijitiun (said to have been 
received from a Canadian deserlei') of four formidable 
iron-clad gunboats, which were said to have been convoyed 
io sections, by rail, from Mimtrcal to « place called Colling- 
wood, on Georgian Bay, ivith the utmost Becrecr, during 
the preceding summer and autumn ; and which were now 
nearly ready for action, and within two or three wetka, or a 
month, at the most, would hombard all of our lake cities, 
from Dulnth to Buffalo. 

This story subsequently proved to be a complete f^tbrica- 
tion ; hut it served its purpose admirably ; for the senntora 
and congressmen from all the States bordering the Great 
Lakes, hastened to announce themselves aa favorable to a 
compromise, on any reasonable baaia. Now tliat the ene- 
my was knocking at their own doors, and preasnre was 
brought to bear on them by their own constituents, they 
aeemed to view the situation from an entirely different 
standpoint from the one which they hud formerly occupied ; 
and unanimously "flopped" over to the "peace at any 
price" party, as the advocates of settlement, had been con- 
temptuously christened by tlieir opponents. 

An net waa rushed through both bonsesof Oongrese, 
authorizing and directing the President to appoint three 
commisaionora to confer with a like Tinmbcr to be appointed 
hythe government of Great Brilaln. to draft a treaty of 
peace between the two countries, in eubatantial accordance 
with the terms heretofore offered by the repreaentativea of 
Her Britannic Majesty's govei'nment. 

A farther cassation of hoetilities, pending tht mevtiag 
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of these oommiasioners is Paris, took place, and the tm-9 
BriUsh fleet! then on their way to tlio Unitcil Stutea were. 
instnictetl , by oabte, to reudezroDg at naJifiix, and await 
further ordori^ Tlie negotiationa were concluded mncli 
more promptly than snch negotiations usually are. The 
only aeriuua question of difference greir out of the insist- 
euce by the Briiisb commissioiiers, that the Uuited States 
should asEume Lfae indebted ness of the Dumtniot) of Oauada< 
This waa at length agreed to by the American repre- 
Bentiitives, and a treaty of peace, which was subaaquently 
ratiSed by both goveromeiite, waa agreed upon, by which. 
Great Britain ceded to the Uniti^d States all of itsCuDadiao 
and We^t Indian possessions, except the island of Barba- 
doea, which wna to he retained as a militarj and naval st»< 
tion; and in return for this cession of territory, the United 
States agreed to asetime the iudchtedness of Canada, 
amounting to about *300.000,000 ; and to pay to Great 
Bnlain, as " iiurchaae money." #1,500,000, 000, The ph 
"purchase mouey," instead of "penaltj"or "war indem- 
nity," was inserted at the urgent request of the American 
commissioiiers, without eenous objection by their British. 
associates. The lutter, ilonhtless, thought that as long na 
they got the money, it made no difference what name they 
gave it. 

Thus ended one of the hriefeat, and at the same time one, 
of the most momentous wars that ever was waged. Its 
brevity waa obvious. Its importance grew out of the fact 
thit it changed the ^'aiiotiality of half a continent, and 
totally revoliitiouizeii existing methods of Naval warfare^ 
England's triumph, it is tine, was complete ; and Brltishi 
jubilation was inti^nse, but both were only temporary ; ancl 
this ujiparent succcfs wiia but the commencement of the 
I downfall of tlie British Emi-ire. That heierogi^neoiis com- 
bination of different races and Natinnaliiios. Itad hitlicrto 
" ruled the world " by riitue of its conceded superiority 
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a naval power ; but this American invention of self-destroy- 
ing torpedo boats, having fully demonstrated the fact that 
any properly defended harbor was invulnerable to attack 
even by the heaviest and most formidable iron-clads, British 
threats ceased to alarm anybody ; and thenceforward Eng- 
land exerted only such influence in European councils, as 
her military strength entitled her to — which was very tri- 
fling. 

In the great Continental war which made such radical 
changes in the maps of Europe and Asia, she took prac- 
tically no part ; and while Germany absorbed German Aus- 
tria, and thus realized the dream of Bismark^s life — German 
unity, — ^and Vienna became in name, as well as in fact, a 
German City ; and while Russia seized the Danubian pro- 
vinces and European Turkey and Greece, thus possessing 
herself of Constantinople, and of her long coveted outlet on 
the Mediterranean ; England was compelled to look idly 
on, and play the r61e of a disgusted spectator. 

To the loss of prestige as a Naval power, which the 
Battle of the Swash occasioned, can also be directly attrib- 
uted England^s subsequent loss of India and Australia ; the 
former by Eussiau conquest, and the latter by declaring 
itself an independent nation. 

Thus do the most momentous historical events often- 
times hinge upon apparently trivial happenings ; and the 
fate of Nations and peoples yet unborn, may be changed by 
a skirmish of outposts, or the bombardment of towns on 
the opposite side of the world, 
6 
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The treaty of peace was greatly objected to by sucli of 
the Canadians as had favored a continuation of British 
rule, and the more bitter of these attempted to organize 
an '^Independence party /^ 

Their numbers, however, were comparatively insignifi- 
cant, and altliough they made a show of organizing an 
army for the purpose of opposing tlie United States troops, 
and achieving the independence of Canada, they took good 
care not to risk a conflict witli tlie vastly superior forces of 
the Americans, and in less than a month, such of them as 
had not deserted, surrendered ; and all further traces of 
opposition to American occupation disappeared. On the 
4th of July, 1890, which was the one hundred and four- 
teenth anniversary of American Independence, the United 
States took formal possession of Canada ; and the pros- 
perity of that vast section of the North American Conti- 
nent may be said to date from that eventful day. 

The war now being concluded, and the questions which 
had for more than a centurj proved so vexatious, being 
permanently settled, the people of the United States had 
plenty of leisure time to count up the cost of the *' econ- 
omy ^' which their rulers had been treating them to, ever 
since the end of the Civil War. 

As has already been shown, these demagogues, while 
prating about the surplus, and the tariff, and the down- 
trodden laboring man, and the crime of spending the peo- 
ple's monoj for anything but river and harbor and public 
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tmilding jobs, and oxoi'liitaiit preminma on immatnpe 
bonds ; had permitted t!ie United States Navy to go to 
decay, from motives of " bconomy ;" had utterly rcfuBcd to 
offer eveu decent rates of compensation for tbe carrying of 
foreign mails in American ships, for tlie sake of " econ.' 
oMty ;" liud declined to onconrage tlie cstabliBhment of &a 
auxiliary naval force, by the payment of an annual rental 
for the privilege of employing Bwift American bnilt ateam- 
ehipa a3 craisera in time of war, bDcanse by not doing ho, 
the troasnry would save $5,000,000 or $10,000,000 a year, 
and these statesmen could oontinuo to pose bofure the 
country oa champions and apostles of "economy;" and 
had neglected year after year lo fortify the seaboard cities, 
notwithstanding the constant and oft repeated wamingB 
uttered by military and naval experts, intelligent and 
thongiitful writers, and faraigiited statesmen of both polit- 
ical partiea ; bt-caoee, forsooth, when year after year the 
Itiver and Harbor Bill and the Public Bnildinga Bill had 
been infiiited to the hirgcBt possible figures that would be 
likely to escape a presidential veto, they found that they 
could not spend any money on fortili cations without 
exceeding the appropriations made by their predecessors, 
and would thus render themselves liable to be considered 
by their con'^titucnts as lacking in tho great essential ele- 
ment of " ecojwmy." 

Well, these economical statesmen had had their way — 
and tlu'ir day — and their conatituenta and masters — the 
People of the United States — said to tliom, "Gcntlumon, 
reTider an account of your atewardabip. Let us sec what 
your loud professions of 'economy' for the past tsventy- 
(i re or thirty years amount to. Let ns have an itemized 
account, d'bit and crrdit, and eee how far yonr acts have 
been justified by results." 

You are clearly entitled to credit for the following 
amounts : 
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Credit. 

Mail Subsidies saved annually • • • $5^000^000 

Eental of Steamships (assuming 100 swift 
ships at $100^000 each) as an auxiliary 
naval force 10,000,000 

Adequate naval and fortification appropria- 
tions annually 20,000,000 

Total annual saving . . . $35,000,000 

Total for ten years . • . $350,000,000 

A very handsome exhibit, gentlemen ; now let us see the 
other side of the account. 

Debit. 

Amount paid annually to foreign ships, 

carrying American products. . . $150,000,000 

Amount of wages lost to American ship- 
builders and their workmen, annually 
(figures previous to 1860). . . 12,000,000 

Amount of domestic shipbuilding materials 
not used annually (figures previous to 
1860) 30,000,000 

Passage money paid by Americans to foreign 

shipowners annually (estimated) • 5,000,000 

Total annual cost . . . • $197,000,000 



Total for ten years . • • $1,970,000,000 

To this must be added the following amounts t 

War indemnity, paid to Great Britain by 

reason of our not having a navy . . $1,500,000,000 
Canadian debt assumed . . . . 300,000,000 

Carried forward. . . . $3,770,000,000 
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Brought forward • . . $3,770,000,000 
Amount expended by U. S. in War with 

Great Britain 100,000,000 

Amount of damage done to New York and 

Brooklyn by British fleet. . . . 300,000,000 



Total $4,170,000,000 

Less credits as above • • • • 350,000,000 



Total cost of ten yeara of Congressional 

^^economy.'" .... $3,820,000,000 

^* There are other items, gentlemen, which could easily 
be made to swell the above debit balance ; but these are 
sufficient. You may step down and out. The people of 
the United States are the most wealthy and liberal people 
in the world, but ten years more of such *' economy '' as 
yours bas been, would bankrupt us. We wish you no harm, 
gentlemen, but we have no further need of your services." 

Of course this monologue is not to be taken literally, 
bub it is what the people of the United States practically 
said, by their action, at the elections which succeeded the 
Battle of the Swash. 

It is, perhaps, needless to remark, that for many years 
subsequent to 1890, American statesmen were not called 
upon to wrestle with the difficult problem of " how to dis- • 
pose of the surplus rovenue.^^ i 

Their '* economical " predecessors had effectually 
obviated all necessity for any such discussion ; but the 
lesson which the people had learned, was a most valuable 
one, and instead of considering themselves the suffering 
victims of an excessive and burdensome system of taxation, 
they fully realized that they were the most favored people 
in the world in that respect, and cheerfully supported the 
new generation of Congressmen in authorizing the liberal 
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loixlitiiro*, wliScb ia a few yenrs made our coasts iind 
hsrtxii'e inviiInLTabliJ ; giiTO na a navy Brporior to that of 
any otiirr nsition, und placed qb dhco moro in the van 
ainoDg tho miirititno powors of the world. 

At the first ghinoo, the Battle of the Swash acemed to 
have bi'cn a most disastroiia oveut for the TJnitod Stntes. 

Etigiand got all the glory iiud all the money, aod tho 
United Stdtca got Ouiiada and — ths experience. Bat the 
latter proved to be woi*th infinitely more than it cost, in 
that it explotlcd the absurd syatem of miacallod " economy," 
which only "siived at the spigot to waste at tlie bnng," 

I>et us rejoice that in this year of grace 1930, we have 
BO profited by the errors of our anccBtors, that we now 
occupy iincliallcoged, the foremost posilion among tha 
NalirtDB of the earth; and that with our 200,000,000 of 
intelligent, proaperoua and contented citiaena — each one a 
sovereign in his own right — we can afford to look with indif- 
ference upon the wars and sti'uggles of our less fortanats 
contemporaries on the other eide of the Atlantic. 

Too late, alas 1 had the truth and wisdom of (heao worda 
—written by that great founder of the Goverment, Thomna 
JefferGon — become mimifest. 

Oar navigation involves still higher consideration ; as&' 
'"branch of industry it is valuable; but as a reaoarce of 
defense, it ia essential. 

"The position and ciretimatances of the United States 
leavca them nothing to fear from their land board, and 
nothing to dcaire beyond their present rights, 

" But on the aeaboard they are open to injnry, and thoj^ 
have then, too, a commerce which must be protected. 

" This can only be done by poasessing a respectable boijj. 
of arlifta and citizen Eenmen, and establishments in read- 
iness for shipbnikling, 

" If particular Nations grasp at undae sharea of onr com- 
merce, and more eapocially, if they seize on the means ot 



OONC'LCrslON. 



127 



ftie United States, to convert tliem into aUment for their 
own ftrengtli, and withdraw thctn entirely from the Bii[i['ort 
of those to whom they belong, doffusive and pmtective 
mettsurt-s become nccee^aij on tho part of the Nation whose 
marine eourcea are thiia invaded, or it will be disarmed of 
ita defense, its productions will he at the mercy of tho 
Nation wbioh baa possesacd itself escluHively ot tho means 
of carrying ibeni, and ita politica may be influenced by those 
who command its commerce. 

*' The cari'iitge of our own commodities, if once estab- 
lished in another channel, cannot be resumed at the 
moment wcdesire. 

'* If we lose the seamen and artists whom it now em- 
ploye, wc lose the present means of Marine defense, and time 
will be requisite to raise up others, when disgrace or losses 
shall bring home to our feelings the evils of having aban- 
doned thum." 

Tiie "disgrace andlossea" incurred by our ancestors in 
this brief but disastrouB campaign, had indeed brought 
" home to their feelings the evlla of having abandoned " tho 
great interest thus earnestly pleaded for by the greatest 
statesman of his day ; and the absurd folly of tho so-called 
"economy," which prompted its abandonment, waa at 
length reluctantly conceded by the noisest and bitterest 
Ldyocates of free trade thiotighout the laud. 
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APPENDIX. 



AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OP AN 

AUXILIARY NAVAL FORCE. 

Section 1* Be it enacted that from and after the pas- 
sage of this Act, the Secretary of the Navy is authorized and 
directed to execute contracts with the owners or agents of 
steam vessels, built and owned in the United States of 
America, and sailing under the American flag, upon the 
terms and conditions hereinafter set forth ; and the faith 
of the United States is hereby pledged to carry said contracts 
into effect, and to make all payments arising thereunder, 
in strict and prompt accordance with the terms thereof. 

Section 2. All vessels now built or owned, or hereafter 
to be built or owned in the United States of America, and 
carrying the American flag, which possess the following 
qualifications and requirements, shall be deemed subject to 
the provisions of this Act, and eligible to the benefits con- 
ferred tliereby. 

1st. The said vessels must be of at* least four thousand 

tons burden. 
2nd. The said vessels must have a maximum speed of 
at least nineteen statute miles per hour, the same to 
be established by actual tost. 
3rd. The said vessels must be built, both as to their 
hulls and engines, on plans to be approved by a 
«* [129J 
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Borcan ol Naval Conatructiou and Engineering, 
coitsisting of five members, to be appointed foi 
tbat tjiirposo by tlio President and tlie Secretary oi 
tbcNuvy ; and every bucIi vessel ehall have ciuringe 
or platfurmfl for two or more guns of at least eight 
inches calibre, and also eaitable acconimodatioi 
for an anxilliary battery of rapid firing gnns. 
4tli. EaCiniatcs of lbs cost of sucb vessels and eDgnn< 
— excluBivQ of fumitnre and equipment for pas- 
6engers — sball also be submitted to, and approved 
by, the said Bureau of Ifaval Construction ; 
Engineering, and tbe amount of cost, tlin 
approved by snch Bureau, eball be taken as tb 
value upon whicli tbe contnicts provided for ii 
the first section of tbis Act, shall be based. 
Section 3. Ui>on tbe completion of any such ves 
tbe filing in tbe office of the Secretary of the Navy of certi- 
fied copies of tbe report of tte Bureau of Naval Construotioi 
and Engineering, approving the plans of the bull ande 
ginee of such vessel, and also certifying tbat the estimato o 
the cost of Bucli vessel is not excessive ; and after actna 
tests of the speed of Bucb vessel, under regnlationa impofiei 
by the Secretary of tlie Navy ; the said Secretary ehaU, i 
requested to do so by tho owner or owners of such Tessel 
enter into a contract with such owner or owners, for i 
period of not leas than ten, nor more than fifteen years, b; 
which, in consideration of the privilege of taking sucb i 
Bel by charter or purchase, at any time during tbe pi 
dency of the said contract, on ten day's notice, tbe TJoitel 
States shall pay as an annual i-entnl, to the ownera l 
agents of snob vessel, interest on her cost, as certified Ij 
the Bureau of Coiistrnction and Eugineoring. as follows; 
lat. For vessels having a speed of nineteen Btatnti 
miles or over, and less than twenty statute miles ]p 
honr^ four per cent. 



OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOi ; 



THK 



lATTLE OF THE SWAI 



THE CAPTURE OF CANADj 



SAMUKL BARTON. 



.1 



«• Aire wo »10A11WAT. 

55«oooSooooo5oo5oooooooo!SSo^ooooooooooo» 

PHetllO Omf 



